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Not so fast as to the effects of the 1912 cyclone on the Moore and Holwell families….      I knew there was 
another photo postcard in my piles of family documents, which I processed after the one showing Mr. Howe's 
destroyed home.  Since its subject is that of the recent frightening days in Bates County, I am adding it as an 
addendum to the cyclone story. 

The front of the postcard is a picture of the "M. P. Depot    Passaic, MO."   It is by the same company as did the 
photo of Mr. Howe's demolished home:  "Pub by M. S. Porter   Holden MO."  "Passaic" is on both the front and 
the side of the building.  "M.P." stands for "Missouri Pacific Railroad" (1851–1997).  
 

From Wikipedia:  Passaic was founded in 1891, named after Passaic, New 
Jersey. The name is from the Lenape word "pahsayèk" which has been 
variously attributed to mean "valley" or "place where the land splits." 
 
This map shows that the town (population 34 in 2010 census) is between 
the Holwell home of Adrian and the Moore home of Butler.  
 
The card was mailed by Percy Lee Moore on June 17, 1912 to Minnie 
Nadine Holwell.   



Now we have an actual street address for Minnie, which 
was missing in the previous postcard.  It is interesting 
that Percy clearly was not the one who addressed it to 
his presumed girlfriend (still don't know who "Chas." 
was), as the writing is refined and does not match his in 
the text.  
 
Miss Minnie Holwell  
309 S. McGuire St  
Warrensburg Missouri  
 
I wonder who addressed it.  Percy (Grandpa) was 31, so 
was likely living back on the Moore family farm, being 
the "prosperous farmer," as he was later described in 
History of Bates County, Missouri.  Another family 
history mystery… 
 
Grandpa then brings the cyclone close to home.  
 
"Hello how are you every body scared here suppose you 
have heard of the cyclone there is no way to express 
how bad it   Mrs. Bice Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Howe are 
dead and several bad hurt every thing in the path is 
ruined.  Why don’t you write.  Percy (Lee Moore)" 
 
I don't know who wrote "Lee."  "Moore" is in my 
handwriting.  
 
I hope Minnie wrote back.  Well, something happened along 
the way, as she and Percy were married three years later and 

are the parents of my mother, Laura Louise Moore Hendee.   
 
We remember "Mr. Howe" from the photo postcard of the previous story.  And now, several more area names 
surface from an article online, transcribed below, and with the three names mentioned by Grandpa underlined.  
 
This original postcard will join that of Mr. Howe's home, as I am sending both back to their roots in the Bates 
County Museum.  
 
The story states that the tornado passed over "central west Missouri."  The map shows Bates County to be 
exactly in that location.  

TORNADOES KILL 29 IN MISSOURI AND 2 IN OHIO 

Storm Sweeps From Kansas City Wrecking Almost Every Building in Its Course; 
Baby Blown a Mile From Demolished Home and Picked it Up Uninjured — Priest 
Injured by Steeple While Administering the Last Sacrament 

KANSAS CITY. June 16.—Twenty-nine persons are known to have been killed 
and many injured by a storm that passed over central west Missouri late Saturday, 
demolishing buildings, tearing down wires and leaving the smaller towns and 
country homes completely wrecked.  Reports indicate that after doing many 
thousands of dollars worth of damage here, the storm passed to the southeast, wrecking all buildings in its path. 



In Bates County, Missouri, the northwest section was swept for five miles and almost every building in a track 
half a mile wide was demolished.  Here 12 deaths have been reported.  Dead already identified in Bates County. 
Mrs. E. M. Bice, Mrs. Joseph Johnson, a daughter-in-law of Frank Corey and her baby, Dan Carlos and wife, 
Leeton, Lucile Cox, W. H. Todd, H. S. Howe, between Merwin and Adrian, Missouri, Mrs. Oscar Alexander 
and two children.  In the country between Merwin and Adrian, the storm came up suddenly and swept clean its 
path through the northern section of the country. In one place the storm over the farm killed 50 head of 
livestock, but did no other damage.  The storm struck Bates County half a mile from Merwin. There, when the 
home of Henry Cameron was destroyed and he and his 
three children killed, the wind picked up his baby, and it 
was found uninjured a mile from home today. The 
bodies of Gibson and Fred Groves were found a mile 
from their home. They were in the building when the 
storm struck. Telephone wires throughout Bates County 
are down and the reports have been brought by 
messengers.  

--------------- 
 

While it is already heartbreaking to read about, a visual 
reinforces the tragedy---a gravestone with the names of 
Mabel Alexander and her two children, ages 2 and 3, 
each with a death date of 1912.  Their death certificates 
are also online, with "C.O.D.--Tornado" for each.    
 
 

 
 
 

THE HONEY SONG 

 

Place a beehive on my grave 

And let the honey soak through.  

When I’m dead and gone, 

      That’s what I want from you. 

The streets of heaven are gold and sunny, 

But I’ll stick with my plot and a pot of honey. 

 Place a beehive on my grave,  

     And let the honey soak through. 
 

    ~~~from The Secret Life of Bees 
 
 
 
 
 
 


