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In continuing to work through the piles of documents in my family history work room, the next item to surface was a copy 
of the eulogy for great-great-Aunt Alice (Alice Leona Holwell Sartain).  Alice was the sister of my great-grandmother, 
Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, who was Linda's and my mother's maternal grandmother.  After marriage, 
Alice moved from Bates County, Missouri  to White Sulphur Springs, Montana. 
 
I grew up feeling like I knew Aunt Alice, as she was often talked about, quite fondly, by her niece, Sallie Marie Holwell 
Moore (my great-aunt and step grandmother) and by Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee).  Had she not died so 
tragically, at age 68, just four years before I was born, she might have met me during my young years.  What a 
heartbreaking situation--and so avoidable… 
 
I have seen conflicting dates as to the accident and the deaths of Alice and Henry, but we do know it was at the beginning 
of October 1940.  I have written in other stories, "Alice and Henry died in an automobile accident when they were 
traveling back home to Missouri to visit friends and relatives.  They were planning to come back through Colorado to visit 
relatives there.  While driving through Nebraska, near North Platte, Henry tried to pass a car, hitting an oncoming car 
head-on.  Henry and Alice were killed, as was the woman in the other car.  Alice died shortly before Henry, which had an 
effect on the estate, according to Mother.  They did not have children, and I don’t know where the proceeds from the 
auction sale went.  Grandma and Grandpa attended their service in Montana."  "Grandma and Grandpa" were Percy Lee 
Moore and Sallie Marie Holwell Moore.  
 
Alice had willed a fur coat to Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, her sister and Mother’s grandmother, who stated 
that she "would crumple under the weight."  So, Mother bought her grandmother a nice winter coat and kept the seal coat 
for herself. 

 
 Following the deaths of Alice and Henry, there was an 
auction sale of their goods.  The notice is shown here; refer to 
my story on this sale fur further information.  The notice is 
interesting to glance through.  I wonder what Alice was going 
to do with those 3 boxes of apples.  A compliment to her for 
"some nice canned fruit and vegetables"….    I hope someone 
was able to use them.   How very sad that when they left on 
this important trip, they had no idea they would never return 
to their home and these household goods.  It seems clear they 
lived on a farm.  
 

               my only photo of Henry, thanks to second cousin  
                            Patrick Holwell, who found it online 



 
 
 
 
 
 
two of four photos taken 
in 1903 when Alice was 

visiting her first cousin, 
Henry Holwell, who had 
moved to Phoenix, 

eventually disappearing 
 
 

Grandma said that 
Aunt Alice liked to have 
her picture taken!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is my transcription of the eulogy, followed by scans of the original: 
 

ALICE HOLWELL SARTAIN 
 

************************ 
 

 Alice Holwell was born near Warrensburg, Missouri, the daughter of James and Mary Holwell, March 
12, 1872. 
 
 She was educated in the public schools of Johnson County and the Warrensburg State Normal.  
 
 When a young girl, she and her mother moved to Adrian, Missouri.  Mrs. Sartain spent a number of 
years teaching in the public schools of Bates County and in the Adrian public schools, where she was 
recognized as one of Bates County's most capable and prominent educators.  Due to temporary loss of health, 
Mrs. Sartain gave up school teaching as a vocation and entered the field of itinerant educational work, 
representing educational courses and facilities of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent -Teacher 
Associations, which course she continued to pursue until she was married to Mr. Henry Sartain January 1st, 
1917 to make her home in White Sulphur Springs.  
 
 Early in life Mrs. Sartain united with the church, in which she was always a very earnest and 
enthusiastic worker all her lifetime.  
 
 She was a member of the White Sulphur Springs Presbyterian Church at the time of her death, where she 
has spent many years of ardent and successful Christian work.  
  



 Mrs. Sartain, whether at home or traveling, was always well known in religious and educational organizations for 
her untiring efforts at religious and educational training, having spent much of her life before the public in that type of 
work.  
 
 She bore the respect, love and admiration of innumerable friends she has made throughout her varied vocational 
career and domestic home life.  
 
 On September the 29th she accompanied her husband on a trip to Missouri where they intended visiting friends 
and relatives, expecting to return via Colorado where they would also visit relatives.   
 
 Early Tuesday morning, October the 1st, while driving on highway number 30, about 20 miles east of North Platte, 
Nebraska, they were involved in a tragic automobile accident from which she did not survive.  She passed away at St. 
Mary's Hospital, at North Platte, Nebraska, 6:15 Wednesday evening, October, 2nd, 1940.  
 
 Two nephews and a niece from Colorado were with her at the time of her death.  A sister, Mrs. Mary L. Holwell, 
of Colorado Springs, was unable to go to her bedside.  
 
 Mrs. Sartain was a woman of culture, refinement, high ideals and loyal Christian character, which she duly 
represented in her community.  She will be greatly missed by all who knew her.  
 
 Mrs. Sartain leaves to mourn her death, one sister, Mrs. Mary L. Holwell, of Colorado Springs, Colorado; two 
nephews and one niece, Raymond V. Holwell of Denver, Colorado;. Mrs. P. L. Moore and Willard H. Holwell of 
Colorado Springs.  Her parents and brothers and sisters all having preceded her in death excepting Mrs. Mary Holwell. 
 
 Mrs. Sartain's remains will be interred at White Sulphur Springs with her husband near that of her brother's, John 
Holwell, who passed away here several years ago.   
 
  "What is this mystery that man call death? 
  My friend before me lies; in all save breath 
  She seems the same as yesterday.  Her face 
  So like to life, so calm, bears not a trace 
  Of that great change which all of us all so dread. 
  I gaze on her and say:  She is not dead, 
  But sleeps, and soon she will arise and take  
  Me by the hand.  I know she will awake 
  And smile on me as she did yesterday; 
  And she will have some gentle word to say, 
  Some kindly deed to do; for loving thought 
  Was warp and woof of which her life was wrought. 
  She is not dead.  Such souls for ever live 
  In boundless measure of the love they give."  
 
 There are two Doors to the House of Life--Birth and Death.  The one opens inward; the other opens outward. 
 
 Our dwelling place here, be it mansion or cottage, is set in the midst of the Great Garden of time and space - - 
amidst flowers, trees, shrubs, water, or it may be in the teeming life of the city.  You go in; you go out.  Space is all about 
you; Time is all about you; Life is all about you.  
 
 And so it is with this other house, the body - the Temple of the Living God.  We enter it to live awhile - to work - 
to play - to think - to live - to love - to gather knowledge.  And about us is the vast forever and the eternal God.  And as 
we came into this body out of life of God, so shall we return INTO life, IINTO God.  Indeed we could not escape from 
LIFE if we would.  
 
  
 
 



 
 

 



 



 
Alice in White Sulphur Springs  



Accompanying the text of the eulogy was the original scrap of paper with the chosen Bible verses on it.  I sent 
this to Cousin Patrick Holwell, along with a copy of the eulogy and this story.  It reads: 
 
They died October 3. (October 7 - 1940 
funeral).  
 
 Text Psalm 17.15 
 Scripture   23rd Psalm 
 1 Corinthians 15th Chapter 
 Resurrection Chapter 
Someone will say how are the dead raised and 
with what body do they come?   
 
Alice and Henry's sermon was preached from 
this text.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Obituary and transcription:  
 
October 13, 1940  

Montana Butte Standard from Butte, Montana Page 42 

Mishap Victims Laid at Rest Mr., Mrs. Sartain Funeral Held   WHITE SULPHUR 
SPRINGS,  Oct. 12.--(Special)--Funeral services were held Monday afternoon from the 
Presbyterian Church, with the Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald officiating for Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Sartain, who died as the result of an automobile accident near Maxwell, Neb., Oct. 4. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sartain left here about 10 days ago on a vacation trip to Nebraska and 
Missouri to visit relatives. Tuesday they had a head-on collision near Maxwell, Neb. 
Both were taken to a. hospital near there. Death occurred the following day. Alice 
Holwell was born at Warrensburg, Mo., on March 12, 1872. She taught school at 
Adrian, Mo. for 10 years.  She later became organizer of the Parent-Teacher Association 
in Oklahoma, Kansas, Michigan and Missouri. In 1916 she was married to Henry 
Sartain at Adrian, Mo., and they moved directly to Montana, where they made their 
home since then. Mrs. Sartain is survived by one sister, Mrs. Mary L. Holwell of 
Colorado Springs, Colo,; a niece, Mrs. P. Moore of Colorado Springs, and two nephews, 
Willard Holwell of Colorado Springs and Raymond Holwell of Denver. Mr. Sartain was 
born at Butler, Mo., May 12, 1875. As a young man he worked in Billings as stationary 
engineer before coming to White Sulphur to work on the Ringling railroad between 
White Sulphur and Ringling. He worked 11 years as fireman and engineer on that 
railroad. From 1935 to 1940 he served as water commissioner of White Sulphur. He is 
survived by three sisters, Mrs. Minnie Jackson of Kansas City, Mrs. Delia Enos, also of 
Kansas City, and Mrs. Jewell Reeder of Los Angeles. 
 
Montana Butte Standard    Butte, Montana 
 
Oct. 12    Mr. and Mrs. P. Moore of Colorado Springs, Colo., were here to attend the 
funeral of Mrs. Moore's aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sartain. 
 
 



Referring back to the eulogy, some comments follow: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
one of four pictures of Aunt Alice as a teacher (originals now in Bates County Museum in Missouri) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins (Alice's mother) and Alice dressed for funeral of Alice's sister, Bertie (age 25) 

I always get a kick out of these hats!  
 

Where the eulogy states that Alice "was recognized as one of Bates County's most capable and prominent 
educators," this is reinforced by documents discussed in another of my stories on Aunt Alice.    
 
Grandma had told us how Aunt Alice had a curvature of the spine.  I don't know if this is what the eulogy refers 
to by a "loss of health," but it must have been frightening for her to lose her ability to teach, for which she had 
trained at Warrensburg Normal School and had done so for several years.  Jobs were not so readily available for 
women back then, but Alice shows an amazing determination to march forward and create an unusual new 
career with the National Congress of Mothers and Parent - Teacher Associations.  The obituary above states that 
Alice "became organizer of the Parent -Teacher Association in Oklahoma, Kansas, Michigan and Missouri."  Impressive! 



As always happens, I continue to learn from this hobby of genealogy.  The next two passages are interesting for 
a look into times past.   
 
From the "National PTA" website:    
 
For more than 100 years, National Parent Teacher Association (National PTA) has worked toward bettering the 
lives of every child in education, health and safety. Founded in 1897 as the National Congress of Mothers by 
Alice McLellan Birney and Phoebe Apperson Hearst, National PTA is a powerful voice for all children, a 
relevant resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for public education. Alice McLellan 
Birney and Phoebe Apperson Hearst founded the organization when women did not have the right to vote and 
social activism was not popular.  However, they believed mothers would support their mission to eliminate 
threats that endangered children, and in early 1897, they started a nationwide campaign. On February 17, 1897, 
more than 2,000 people—mostly mothers, but also fathers, teachers, laborers and legislators—attended the first 
convocation of the National Congress of Mothers in Washington, D.C.  Twenty years later, 37 chartered state 
congresses existed. 
 
From The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 1916 

 
The National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations was the pioneer organization in studying 
and promoting every phase of child welfare, and it must ever stand at the very heart of all child welfare 
movements, because without mothers' cooperation, no real betterment can be secured for children. It was the 
first national movement to widen and deepen the influence of fathers and mothers through the demand for 
educated parenthood and a wider vision of childhood's needs and parental duty. To help the home to do its best 
work, a practical plan for reaching every home must be found.  The Parent-Teacher Association and the 
Mothers' Circle were selected as the mediums best adapted to reach all homes. Through the well-organized 
school system, a way was open to provide opportunities for home education for parents, and at the same time 
establish sympathetic, intelligent cooperation with the great body of teachers who were sharing with parents the 
education and guidance of children.  
 

An online search shows this is likely the Presbyterian 
Church where Alice was such a faithful member.  It 
is no longer there.  
 
The "two nephews and a niece from Colorado" who were 
with her at time of death are the same as those mentioned 
two paragraphs down as those left to mourn Alice:  
Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., Sallie Marie Holwell 
Moore, and Willard Henry Holwell, the remaining 
children of Alice's sister, Mary Louisa Desdemona 
Holwell Holwell.  Where Mary was unable to attend, it 
was perhaps due to her age of 75 years.  What a hasty trip 

for the "younger" generation to make to Montana when travel was far less easy.  But, they were there in force.  And other 
notes indicate that Sallie's husband, (Percy Lee Moore--my grandfather) was also present.   
 
The eulogy references Alice's brother, John Holwell, who had moved to White Sulphur 
Springs in his later years and died six years before Alice and Henry.  His grave is 
adjacent to theirs.  
 
           grave of John Logan Holwell on left and Alice and Henry on the right;  
                            Mayn Cemetery, White Sulphur Springs  

 
The poem near the end is a requiem titled "Mystery" by Jerome B. Bell, printed 
in Songs of Challenge in 1922.  



In all these years of writing about Aunt Alice and her home in White Sulphur Springs, Montana, I had never 
wondered just where it is in that large state.  But, in my most recent story, on John Logan Holwell, a friend, 
LaDean, who reads my stories, brought up the subject.  LaDean is a native of Montana and looked it up to see 
how it compared with the two places she had lived.  I am familiar with her stomping grounds of Flathead Lake 
area, as her family continues to hold reunions in what sounds like a beautiful location.  So, I got thinking, "OK, 
just where is White Sulphur Springs?" and now I know.  Thanks, LaDean!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three of the subjects mentioned in this 
story are pictured here:  John Logan 
Holwell, Aunt Alice, and her fur coat.  She 
must have had more than one fur coat, as 
this does not resemble the one that Mother 
(sort of) inherited.   
 
John Logan Holwell 

Alice Leona Holwell Sartain 

a fur coat 
White Sulphur Springs  
 

 
 
Frank Chester, Laura Louise, Cynthia  Hendee 

with Mother in the coat she identified as that of 
Aunt Alice     

 

 
 
 
final resting place of Alice and Henry Sartain 
Mayn Cemetery, Meagher County  

White Sulphur Springs, Montana  

 
 
 


