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Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee) dearly loved her 
grandmother, Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell.  Through 
all her life, she spoke with great fondness for her maternal 
grandmother.  
 
Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell  

 
Mary, my great-grandmother, was 
present for Mother's birth in the 
house on the Moore family farm, 
built by Mother's grandfather, 

Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore, in 1876.  This was about seven miles from Butler 
in Bates County, Missouri.  Mary lived with her husband, Robert Emmet 
Holwell, on the Holwell family farm about 5 miles outside nearby Adrian.  
Butler and Adrian are 11 miles apart.   
 

Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell   
c. 1917,   a year after Mother was born 

 
 
 
Mother and her grandmother were together as parts of neighboring 
families the first four years of Mother's life.  But, sadly, in 1920, the 
Percy Moore family had to pack up, rent out the farm, stay a bit on the 
Holwell farm, move to Colorado Springs, and eventually sell the farm 
due to Mother's mother, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, contracting 
tuberculosis.  Mary accompanied the Moores on the two-week road 
trip to Colorado Springs, eventually returning to her own Missouri 
home.  
 

Laura Louise with the 1916 Model T Ford touring car  
that took them to Colorado Springs  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Louise after 
move to Colorado 

Springs  



But, this wasn’t the end of close ties with Mother's beloved 
grandmother.  Minnie's sister, Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, moved 
away from the Holwell farm to come out to Colorado and tend the 
little Moore family.  After Minnie's death in 1926, Sallie and Percy 
married in 1929.  During these years of Mother's childhood, Sallie 
periodically took Laura Louise on the train back to Missouri for 
visits and family aid, some extended enough for Mother to attend 
school in the one-room country schoolhouses where the Holwell kids 
had attended and where Minnie and Sallie had taught.   

 
Sallie Marie Holwell Moore with her class at Prairie Rose School  

 
During these times of living in the Holwell farmhouse, Mother maintained her loving relationship with her dear 
grandmother, recounting to Linda and me stories of churning butter and quilting. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                             Ocean Waves                         Double Wedding Ring                            
                     
Mother worked with her grandmother on these quilts during her childhood and teen 

years, here shown in my guest room, along with the bedspread Linda crocheted for me.    
Linda has 2 other Holwell quilts similarly displayed in her own bedroom.  

 
In time, Laura Louise and Mary again lived close together.  Mary's husband 
(who called her "Lou") died in 1926, the December following his daughter, 
Minnie's, death.  According to notes from Mother, it was a few months later 
that Mary moved out to Colorado Springs, bringing with her her own 
mother, Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins (Linda's and my 
great-great-grandmother).   

 
           

 
Sallie, with her mother, Mary, and Laura Louise 
in Colorado Springs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins 



The elder Mary died in 1930.  The younger Mary moved 
to Denver when Sallie and Percy followed Mother and 
Daddy to their new home, living alternately with both.  
She lived until 1945, holding me as an infant on her lap.   
 
 
 
 

               Laura Louise with Sallie and Percy Moore in back; 
             Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell holding Cynthia  

 
 
 
 
And, finally, to the point of this story!   
 

Here is a birthday card to Mother from her 
grandmother, Mary, obviously much treasured by 
Mother, having saved it all her life.  Upside down, at 
the bottom, on the back, Mary wrote, "best wishes to 
my shugar."  I don't know the year it was sent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sallie, Mother's aunt and 
eventual step grandmother, 
called Mother "Sug," short for 
"Sugar," as seen in letters sent 
from the Springs back home to 
Missouri.  So, the endearing 
nickname ran in the family.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
          tombstone of Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell  

    Fairmount Cemetery in Denver  


