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What one keeps learning from this hobby---history, geography, foods, customs, 
and, of course, words.   
 
As I continue to unearth photos, 
documents, letters, items, etc., from my 
family history piles, I receive constant and 
fun surprises!   What will surface next?  
         

And, here it came---something new, a 
certificate for Mother's enrollment in The Cradle Roll Department of Mt. 
Olivet Sunday School in Butler, Missouri.   It is published by "The 
Methodist Book Concern   New York--Cincinnati." 

All photos here are of Laura Louise at the "cradle roll" age, suggested by 
some sites as up to three or four years of age.  

So, what is a "Cradle Roll Department"---a term new to me?  There is currently no reference to "cradle roll" in 
my family files on the computer. 
  
The online Merriam Webster Dictionary defines "cradle roll" as "a listing kept by a church of the names of very 
young children, especially those of members."   
 
On "Family Tree Forum," I found the following entries:    

 "Just found a cradle roll certificate for my late mother and wondered what it is? 
Kind regards......John" 

 "OK, it seems it is given when a child (usually a baby) is presented to the church (various Christian 
denominations seem to use them).  It is when a baby is christened or dedicated." 

 "My son was dedicated (instead of christening) in the Baptist church and was then put on the 'cradle roll' 
until he was old enough to go to Sunday school there." 

In doing a search for "cradle roll Bates County, Missouri," the 
following showed up in William Oscar Atkeson's 1918 History of 
Bates County, Missouri: "The Mound (or Adrian) church has 
preaching and Sunday school each Sunday morning.  Besides the 
main school, they have graded primary work in a separate room, 
home department and cradle roll, plus a Christian workers' meeting 
each Sunday evening that supports one orphan in China. The church 
contributes regularly to the support of one missionary in India, Sister 
Jennie Moliler, of Leeton, Missouri, besides making quarterly 
offerings to home missions and offerings to general mission work." 

I liked their support of "one orphan in China."  I wonder where in 
China, how the child was chosen, and how the, presumably financial, 
support benefitted him or her.  



 

 
 
 



The handwriting in the lower half was quite 
faint, so it is cropped, enhanced and copied 
below.  It reads, "This is to Certify that Laura 
Louise Moore  Born April 16 - 1916 has been 
admitted to The Cradle Roll Department of the 
Mt. Olivet Sunday School   Enrolled May 5, 
1916."  It is signed by the pastor, the 
superintendent and the superintendent of Cradle 
Roll Department, whose names are illegible 
from the document having been rolled up, 
forming creases, for however many years.   It is 
102 years old at this writing.  
 
 

Linda and I agreed to send the original certificate to the Bates County Museum, along with this story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As stated above, the Cradle Roll is for very young 
children, and Mother was enrolled just 19 days after birth. 

The church is in Section 8 of the Shawnee Twp. of Bates 
County.  

                                      
 from the Mt. 
Olivet Church website 
by "Virginia" 

from the Mt. Olivet 
Church Cemetery website by Ed Hardesty 

Skimming through the names of those buried there, I found that the family of 
one son of Uncle Charlie and Aunt Annie is interred in the Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery. This is the couple who raised my grandfather, Percy Lee Moore, and 

his sister, Gertie Cecil Moore Cummings, after their parents died at a young age.  Charlie and Annie had 3 children of 



their own, after taking in little Percy and Gertie, "with open arms and raising them as their own," according to Cousin Lisa 
Misch, down the line of John Melvin Moore, a brother of Charlie and Leander.  Percy and Gertie's parents were 
Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore and Laura Laux Moore.  The son of Uncle Charlie and Aunt Annie buried here was 
Ernest Hall Moore, along with his wife, Pearl May, infant daughter, Mary A., and son, Leo William, a World 
War II veteran.  All four tombstones can be viewed on the site, thanks to the kindness of volunteer tombstone 
photographers.  
 
Other relatives, such as with different surnames, may also be buried here.  
 
Uncle Charlie's obituary states that he was "a member of the Mt. Olivet Methodist church," but was buried in 
Altona cemetery.    
 
A daughter of Uncle Charlie and Aunt Annie, Verlinda Eliza Moore Gepford, was "a faithful member of the Mt. 
Olivet Church for 43 years and loved by all who knew her."  She was buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, according to 
her obituary.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Louise with Uncle Allen Marcus Laux,  
brother of Grandpa Percy's mother, Laura Laux Moore  

 
 

  

  Laura Louise with her mother, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore,  
                                                     on the Moore family farm outside Butler, Missouri 


