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Linda and I have the snowshoes, shown here, worn 
by our father, (Frank Chester {Chet} Hendee).  He 
is on the right, with an unknown man on the left, 
who may have been a friend or a guest at the ranch.  
The man is on snowshoes, smoking a pipe, carrying 
a gun, and wearing a backpack and interesting 
boots.  While Daddy is on skis, this must have been 
quite an excursion they were embarking on, as the 
snowshoes are sticking out of his pack---something 
for every terrain. 
 
The photo is labeled as being taken in Platoro in 
1947, an old mining town about eight miles from 
the ranch.     
 
Daddy, along with Frances and Bill McEntyre, 
owned the Lake Fork Ranch in Conejos County in 
southern Colorado.  Linda and I have wonderful memories of a week spent there each summer, riding horses, 
fishing, and just being in a beautiful setting so far from…well, anywhere  

 

 
Lake Fork Ranch      Conejos County, Colorado              A red truck is on the far left.  

 
But, Daddy had his own additional memories.  Each year, he, along with Bill and Frances, took hunters out who 
came from Oklahoma, Texas and elsewhere for the elk and deer of the area.  This snowshoe photo likely was 
part of that adventure.  Mother spent many years exploring various ways to cook venison.   



I have displayed these snowshoes in my study since moving 
into the house in 1974---a treasured family history item.   

 
Just I was ready to begin this story on the snowshoes, my 
handyman came in the study with me for his check for home 
repairs.  He admired the snowshoes, commenting that the 
bindings and netting were likely made of  animal sinew, and 
speculating on the red, fuzzy balls sticking out of the front 
end.  And, then, amazingly, after all these years of my 
looking at them, Jack notices the label!  I never had!  How 
interesting!   
 

It reads, "Guaranteed not to sag  The Maine 
Show-Shoe   L. L. Bean, Inc.    Freeport, ME"    
 
Well, this should be easy enough to research for 
additional information on something so important 
in Daddy's life all those years ago.  And, yes, a 
match, minus the fuzzy, red balls!   

 

 
I don't know if materials and construction have changed in the 
71 years since Daddy's photo was taken, but here is the 
description of today's version, with  L. L. Bean selling this 
exact style for $329. 

 
 Dimensions: 46" x 13". 
 Capacity: 220 to 260 lb. 
 Weight: 6.5 lb. per pair. 

  Why We Love It 

These beautiful snowshoes are virtually identical to those 
worn by Maine woodsmen 100 years ago as they tended traps and performed other chores in harsh winter 
conditions. They're suitable for breaking trail in open or moderately wooded areas or as an attractive addition to 
hang over the fireplace at home or camp.  Large frame provides good flotation in deep snow.  Tail shape 
improves tracking and lifts the toe of the snowshoe to reduce risk of tripping. 



Construction 

 Handcrafted from durable, steambent white ash, handselected to ensure maximum strength. 
 Deck is handlaced, top-grain rawhide that's varnished to seal out moisture. 
 Narrow profile and long tail make getting around in thick woods easier. 

Additional Features 

 Leather "H"-style binding adjusts at the heel and forefoot for a secure fit. 
 Made in the USA. 

These are also for sale on eBay and other sites.  One stated, "This is a pair of antique L.L. Bean wooden snowshoes. Each one is 
marked 'The Maine Snow Shoe L.L. Bean Inc.'  The snowshoes are made from solid white ash and are laced with rawhide.  In 
addition, each snowshoe has a leather binding.  Starting Bid---$25.00 

----------------------------------------- 

Back to Frances and Bill…   They had a daughter, Harriett, who was disabled with cerebral palsy.  She was confined to a wooden 
wheelchair, built by them, sitting on the porch of the main cabin where she could watch the comings and goings.  They also had a son, 
Jim, who produced five kids with his wife, Betty, one of them Gary.  They lived in Yuma.  Gary spent at least most of every summer 
at the ranch as a ranch hand.  He is a couple of years older than I am.   He became a veterinarian in Colorado Springs.   

Around 2008, Linda and I were going over ranch information when she suggested I contact 
Gary to add information and/or pictures to our ranch heritage.  See the full account of my 
reaching Gary in my story on the ranch.  Here, I am just recounting the part about snowshoes.   
 
I visited my high school friend, Sharon, in Denver in April 2010.  Gary and his wife, Lyndell, 
had invited us down to Colorado Springs for lunch and a visit, which was just wonderful!   
 
Prior to the visit, one fun email exchange was when Lyndell shared that Gary had his Grandpa 
Bill’s snowshoes in his study, and I wrote back, “I have Daddy’s in my study!”  I promptly took 
a photo of them and sent it to her.  Here is the photo I took of Bill's snowshoes when I visited.    
 
During our tour of their beautiful home, I loved the  
extended “tour” of Gary’s study, a large room with 
so many treasures!  I hope Gary enjoyed sharing 
these special items of his Grandpa Bill's as much as 

I enjoyed seeing them, also reliving an 
important part of my youth.  Leaning in the 
corner were the snowshoes!  If they could talk 
of the experiences Daddy and Bill had with 
these matching items---across the snows of 
southern Colorado!   It was truly a thrill for me 
to see them in Gary's study just as I have 
Daddy’s in my own.   
 
These are very special family items to me, 
representing so much about Daddy.  It has been 
a pleasure displaying them these many years, 
and I am sure he would have been happy about 
that.  Daddy died the February before Mike and 
I bought the house in 1974, which was also the same year Linda and Jim got married in 
New Jersey.   I wish he had been there for their wedding and also to see my house with all 
its Hendee treasures throughout.    
 
 
 
 

Gary McEntyre in his youth at the ranch  
and in later years showing me his grandfather's snowshoes 


