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Daniel and Catherine Beery Seitz were my 2x great-grandparents.  They were the parents of my great-
grandfather, George Washington Seitz.  Daniel was 50 (by one day) when George was born, #16 of 19 children.   
Daniel was born when George Washington was president of the United States.  George Washington Seitz was a 
fifer in the Civil War.  He held me on his lap when I was a baby.  He died at age 103½.  George was the father 
of my grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee.  Jennie was born a year to the day after the Civil War ended 
and a year to the month after President Lincoln was assassinated.  She was 78 when I was born, already an 
elderly woman.  She lived to age 96, so I knew her.  Jennie was the mother of my father, Frank Chester (Chet) 
Hendee.  She was 30 when he was born.  He was 48 when I was born.  The point is that I am only fifth 
generation removed from our first president, which I am sure is quite unusual for someone my age.  I was held 



by someone (George) who was held by someone (Daniel) who was born during the time of our first president---
one touch away.  That is because there were children in this line born to older parents.  This is five generations 
in a span of 228 years to today.  Online defines a "generation" as an average age of 25 - 30.  So, Hendee/Seitz 
descendants can place themselves within this time frame for their own proximity to what seems like ancient 
history, the beginning of our country.  And, it gives some perspective to the photo of our ancestor, Daniel, in the 
photo above.  Catherine was Daniel's second wife, bearing them 8 children.  She 
was 16 years younger than he and lived 29 more years after he died.    
 
We can be ever so grateful to the faithful volunteers of Find-A-Grave, where this 
photo of Daniel's tombstone is posted, along with the same photo in the frame 
above.  This is in Baptist Corners Cemetery near Lancaster in Fairfield County, 
Ohio.  
 
The marriage records of Daniel to both Elizabeth and Catherine are at the end of 
this story.  
 
Going backward, Daniel was the son of Lewis Seitz and Anna Beery Seitz.   
 
Lewis Seitz was the son of Johannes Seitz and Anna Catherine 
Rüb/Reub/Rueb/Ripp.  (I have also had her name as Catherine Diehl.)  Johannes 
and his wife emigrated from Germany on the ship Richmond, landing in 
Philadelphia on October  20, 1764.  Little Lewis (born Ludwig) was brought over with them.  
 
Daniel's wife, Catherine Beery Seitz, was the daughter of Isaac Beery.  Isaac was the son of Nicholas Beery, Jr.  
He was the son of Nicholas Beery (Bieri), Sr. and wife, Barbara Ann Miller.  Nicholas emigrated from 
Switzerland.  Here is the story of his emigration from History of the Descendants of Nicholas Beery by Joseph 
Wenger written in 1911.  "He was born in Switzerland in 1707.  From birth to early in 1727, his history is blank 
except that at the age of 20 years, he, like all other able-bodied men, was compelled by the laws of that country 
to do service in the government army.  For a minor transgression to army rules, he was to undergo a court 
martial trial, and it was expected that punishment would have to be fixed on him.  But, through the kindness of 
some of his friends, he was secretly conveyed quite a distance in a barrel to the port of Rotterdam, in 
Holland, where he took ship to America."  What a tale!   Wonder what his "minor transgression" was…  
 
The photos in the frame are very special, 
as they are originals!  I inherited them 
from Grandma Hendee (Jennie Florence 
Seitz Hendee).  I had Daniel's framed, 
which has hung on the wall in my antique 
study since moving into my home in 
1974.  It is shown here.  Catherine's long-
remained among my many piles of 
family history pictures, letters, 
documents, items, etc., that I continue to 
process.  While I had come across it at 
one time, back it went in the piles until 
recently. When she again surfaced, now 
being time to do something with her, it 
seemed best to frame the couple together 
for safekeeping. Since there was a 
difference in the sizes of the photos, I 
filled the space with the photo of their 
home.  More on their house later… 



 
 

Here are the writings on the backs of the photos. 
 
There is one more photo of Catherine in my files.  I believe I photographed this at the home 
of my only first cousin, Virginia Lee Hendee Robertson, when visiting her in Beatrice, 
Nebraska in 2010.   
 
There is another copy of the same picture of Daniel, likely also an original.  Seen on the wall 
below, it looks larger than mine, but is the identical pose.  I wonder where it ended up.    
 
George Washington Seitz and Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz had four children:  Jennie (my 
grandmother), Enoch Beery Seitz, Roy Ernest Seitz, and Allison Lester Seitz, who was 
tragically run over by a train, dying at age 18 or 19.    
 
Catherine Beery Seitz  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Enoch Beery Seitz 
with his grandfather, 

Daniel Seitz, hanging 
above his head.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Following is the account I wrote for this picture of Uncle E. B. when I received it.   
 
"This picture was sent to me by Cousin Nancy Ann Neeper, a Seitz descendant.  I love this picture!  E.B. was 
named after his uncle, famous mathematician Enoch Beery Seitz, both going by 'E.B.'  This E.B. was the 
brother of my grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee.  He married Irma Jean Aitkin; they had no children.  
Mother told me that Uncle E.B. lived in San Francisco, though I don’t know when.  Jennie and E.B. had another 
brother, Roy Ernest Seitz.  While Linda and I met Uncle Roy and his wife, Rosa, in Bozeman, we don’t recall 
meeting E.B.  
 
"I like E.B.’s reflection in the mirror, as well as all the interesting items in his room.  He seems to be holding a 
book from the bookshelf on the floor. 
 

"I emailed the picture to Seitz family genealogist, Cousin Karl Seitz, in August 2010.   He stated, 'My guess is 
Nancy's photo was taken in the early 1900s, probably before the 1907 picture in Effingham. Maybe it is in his 
first apartment or boarding room after leaving home. In his 1911 book, Joseph Wenger says Enoch was a 
bookkeeper for the Southern California Music Co.  He was a salesman in later life, so, maybe this was an early 
attempt to create a public image of himself.'  Karl’s wife, Pat wrote, 'The piece of furniture at the right side of 
the photo is a parlor organ in the Renaissance Revival style, which could date from as early as the 1880s. The 
book set behind Enoch is likely in the base of a stackable combination bookcase desk.  Another component (the 
desk) is the piece of furniture sitting on a ledge behind him with books on top and underneath. The carved wood 
panel would pull down to form the writing surface. Back to the base, the legs curve forward (look between 
Enoch's legs) to balance the weight of the opened desk.'   
 
"Many thanks to Nancy, Karl and Pat!" 
 
And, now to the picture of the home of Daniel and Catherine… 
 
Grandma Hendee was quite the family historian.  She had several original books on her different branches, 
which I inherited.   
 
One is The Hufford Family History  1729 - 1909 by Franklin Pierce Hoffert.  It 
was published in 1909.  There are some in libraries across the U.S.  The good 
news is that there are several online links to this book.  Some are to sell you 
access.  At least one is available to be read free online, but the quality is not very 
good.  It is hard to distinguish the photos, but the few pages of text I checked can 

be deciphered by zooming in.  It does have 
several references to our Seitz line, so is 
worth considering as a research tool. I have 
photographed all pages with such references 
and am now sending this book to Uncle 
Roy's granddaughter, my second cousin, 
once removed, Leah Olson, in Bozeman, 
Montana.  She is a Seitz family historian. 
The framed photo is going to half-niece, Rosanne Ashmore, who plans to 
display it in her home.  I chose to purchase the one copy of Hufford that 
was currently available from Amazon, which will also be sent to Rosanne.  
 
It is special that on a page near the front is the presentation by the author 
of the book to Grandma Hendee, shown here as "Mrs. F.C. Hendee."  Her 
husband was Frank Clark Hendee.  A side note is that both addresses were 
new to me of Hendee homes!  The first did not show up on Google, but 
the second search showed an older frame house.   



 
It is from this book that we are fortunate to have a picture of the home of our ancestors, Daniel and Catherine 
(top middle)!  And, we now have a third picture of Catherine, here spelled "Catharine" (top right).  The writing 
on this page was done by Grandma Hendee, with a little from me added in.   
 
I had seen the picture of the house on a website.  I wrote to Karl asking if he knew the location.  He responded, 
"I don't have a specific location for Daniel Seitz's house, but in general it was located in Rush Creek Township, 
Fairfield County, Ohio. This picture came from the 1909 book, The Hufford Family History by Franklin Pierce 



Hoffert.  One of Daniel's daughters from his first marriage married a Hufford.  I posted it on my website, Seitz 
Site, many years ago and, like Catherine's picture, it has been borrowed by many others without the credit that I 
included." 
 
Well, here I was with the book and so found the house in there.  I had surely noticed it my first time through, 
but had forgotten.  Grandma Hendee wrote that it is near Berne Station in Fairfield County, Ohio and was still 
standing in 1952.  
 
I am appreciative to Karl for his information and for all the help he has provided over the years since finding 
him when I discovered (now-defunct) GenForum.   
 
Back to the grave of Daniel, this information is on his Find-A-Grave site:  "From family files: he was first 
buried in the hillside west of the old home with other members of his family. About 1881 their remains were 
removed to (Primitive) Baptist Corner (Pleasant Run) graveyard, about 8 miles east of Lancaster, Fairfield Co 
O, where he is buried beside his first wife, Elizabeth (HITE). ...Pleasant Run Primitive Baptist, Baptist Corners 
Cem., located at intersection of Coonpath and Lake Roads, also called Strickler's Corners because of the stone 
cutters who operated their business on the southeast corner. Across from the cemetery once stood the Baptist 
Corners School." 
 
And, now to share the marriage records of Daniel to both Elizabeth and Catherine… 
 

MARRIAGE  RECORD  OF  ELIZABETH  HEIT/HITE  AND  DANIEL  SEITZ 
 
This is from familysesrch.org.   It is the marriage record of Elizabeth Heit/Hite and Daniel Seitz.  Daniel is my 
great-great grandfather, and Elizabeth was his first wife. My records, mainly from my grandmother, Jennie 
Florence Seitz Hendee, had the spelling as “Hite,” which is verified by Cousin Karl Seitz as the spelling used by 
the family.  They had 11 children.  Elizabeth died on 5/14/1831, and Daniel married his second wife, Catherine 
Beery, my great-great grandmother, on 4/15/1832.  That record is also in the Ohio County Marriages book and 
in our family records.  As per this record, they were married by Lewis Seitz, father of Daniel.   “M. G.” stands 
for “Minister of the Gospel.”   
 
           Cynthia Hendee Henry 
           August 11, 2013 
The record reads: 
 
“State of Ohio  Fairfield County   June 1st 1813   Then I joined in marriage Daniel Seitz and Elizabeth Heit as 
the law directs.     
Jany 6th 1814  Then joined in marriage Mahlon Peters and Rachael Merrith as the law directs.     Lewis Seitz   
M. of G.” 
 
 
Online records show Rachael’s birth name spelled “Meredith.”   Mahlon and Rachael had 13 children.  We are 
not related to them.  
 

 
 



 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MARRIAGE  RECORD  OF  CATHERINE  BEERY  AND  DANIEL  SEITZ 
 
This is from familysesrch.org.  It is the marriage record of Catherine Beery and Daniel Seitz, my great-great 
grandparents.  Note reference sources above the document.  As per this record, they were married by Jacob 
Seitz, brother of Daniel.   Daniel was first married to Elizabeth Heit/Hite by his father, Lewis Seitz.  That record 
is also in the Ohio County Marriages book and in our family record.  Daniel and Elizabeth had 11 children.  She 
died on 5/14/1831.  Daniel and Catherine had 8 children.  My grandfather, George Washington Seitz, was 16th 
of Daniel’s 19 children.  In what would appear to be the signature of Jacob, notice that “Seitz” is spelled. 
“Sitez,” one of the possible spellings as noted by Cousin Karl Seitz. Just above, Jacob’s name is spelled “Seitz.”  
The writing in this passage, including the name “Jacob,” appears to be in the same handwriting as the marriage 
entry just above (not shown here), that judge being named “Jacob Hopper.”  So, the entries may not have been 
done by the justice who married the couple, hence the different spelling of “Seitz.”  
 
           Cynthia Hendee Henry 
           August 11, 2013 
The record reads as it is written:   
 
“Seitz To Beery” is on the left side.  
 
“The state of Ohio   Fairfield county Js      april the 15th 1832    I do hereby certify that a licence from the Clerk 
of the coart of comon pleas of said county Daniel Seitz and Catherine Beery was leagally joined in marriage 
according to law by me Jacob Seitz A justice of the peace of said county given under my hand this 14 day of 
May AD 1832    Jacob Sitez J.P.”  
 

 
 



 
            
  

     

And, so concludes the story of the three photos in the frame above, helping our Seitz/Beery ancestors to live on.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

"Like branches on a tree, a family grows in different directions,  

yet will always share the same roots." 
 
 


