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Minnie was my mother's mother….my  
birth grandmother.   

                 Evergreen Cemetery                                                                             Minnie in  1912 
                  Colorado Springs  

There are discrepancies in her vitals.  The 
Adrian, Missouri obituary states she was 
born in 1884, but Grandma's list of 
Holwell birthdates says 1885.  Also, the 
Colorado Springs obituary says she 
passed away on a Friday night, which 
would be March 26, whereas, the Adrian obituary says Saturday, which 
would be March 27.  Documents in this story place Grandpa (Percy Lee 
Moore) taking care of cemetery business on March 27, so he either went 
the day after her passing or the day of.   Close enough…for now… 
       
Minnie was born in Urich, Henry County, Missouri and moved to Bates 
County in 1890 where she attended and later taught school until her 
marriage to Percy Lee Moore (my grandfather) on May 12, 1915.   They 
had one child, Laura Louise.   
        

 from Find-A-Grave #34995598, which also says 1885 for Minnie's birth 
 
Sadly, Minnie contracted tuberculosis, and the Moore family chose to move to the 
higher and drier climate of Colorado Springs.  At first, Grandpa rented out the 
family farm, but eventually sold it.  He got a job as a grocer, in time serving as 
manager.  Minnie's sister, Sallie Marie Holwell, soon left her teaching job and the 
Holwell family farm near Adrian, coming out to Colorado Springs to tend the 
family.  Minnie succumbed to her illness.  Sallie stayed on to care for her young 
niece, and Sallie and Percy married on October 6, 1929.  So, Sallie became not 
only Mother's aunt, but her stepmother; she was Linda's and my great-aunt and our 
step grandmother.  She was the dear and loving "Grandma" we grew up with.    
                       

         Minnie and Percy 's wedding photo  
 
This picture shows the ravages of Minnie's illness.  
 
Herbert Gepford, Lucille Gepford, Percy, Laura Louise,, Sylvan 
Gepford, Minnie     1925              

 
The Gepford kids were Mother's second cousins, out visiting  from 
Missouri.  Their grandparents raised Percy and his sister, Gertie, 

after their parents died at young ages.  

   
And now to the documents Grandma (Sallie) saved pertaining 
to the passing of her sister, Minnie.  
 



First the obituaries~~~    
 
I have two copies of the one from the Colorado Springs newspaper, one with a joke left attached.   
 
"Mrs. Minnie N. Moore, wife of P. L. 
Moore, passed away at the home, 2312 
West Pikes Peak Avenue, Friday night.  
Funeral services will be held from the Law 
chapel Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, 
Rev. J. W. Fields officiating. Interment 
Evergreen."  

 
Since there was likely only one newspaper in Colorado Springs and 
since this personalized Grandpa's career in Piggly-Wiggly and does 
not detail services, it seems to be from a company publication.  
 
"Mrs. Minnie N. Moore, wife of P. L. Moore, passed away at the 
home 2312 West Pikes Peak, last Friday.  She had been for long a 
sufferer from tuberculosis.  Her husband and little girl have the 
sympathy of the community in their loss.  Mr. Moore is one of the 
obliging and popular clerks in the Piggly-Wiggly Stores company."  
 
 

The third obituary is from the Adrian Journal.  I had already done a story on this in which I discuss the 
"alabaster box," a biblical reference.  It is interesting that Minnie and Sallie's brother, Willard, was unable to 
attend the service due to "caring for his invalid grandmother."  By giving his home as Adrian, he apparently had 
not yet moved out to Colorado.   He later did so, as did his mother, Mary, and his grandmother, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins.  
  

The Adrian Journal 
Mrs. Percy L. Moore 

 
Minnie Nadine Holwell was born at Ulrich, Henry county, Missouri, February 14, 1884.  She came with her parents to 
Bates county (Missouri), 1890 where she resided until a few years ago.  Mrs. Moore was educated in the public schools of 
Bates county, the Adrian High school and the Warrensburg State Normal school.  After graduating from the Adrian high 
school in 1901 she began teaching school, her first school being Buckhorn.  She taught school in Bates for 13 years.  She 
was considered one of Bates county’s most thorough and efficient teachers.  She has left a record of more than ordinary 
achievement in her profession.  Her success speaks praises.  May 12, 1915 she was united in marriage to Mr. Percy Lee 
Moore, Butler, Mo.  To this union one child, Laura Louise, was born.  Mr. and Mrs. Moore made their home on a farm 
near Butler where they labored and prospered together very happily till sickness struck Mrs. Moore in September 1919.  
After several months’ treatment, the physicians advised her to seek the climate of Colorado.  She and her family came to 
Colorado Springs July 1920 where they have since resided.  For a time Mrs. Moore made some recovery, but it soon 
became apparent that her malady had an unbreakable grip upon her body.  She battled heroically, never despairing or 
giving up for one moment.  Her husband and her sister, Sallie Holwell, gave every ministry possible for her comfort and 
her recovery.  In spite of one of the bravest efforts for physical life ever fought, on Saturday morning, March 27, 1926, 
she went into the Great Beyond. When the end came, all of her immediate relatives but one brother, Willard Holwell, was 
at her side. Willard was unable to be with her because of caring for his invalid grandmother. Mrs. Moore leaves to mourn 
her earthly husband, Percy L. Moore, a daughter, Laura Louise, her father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Holwell, 
Adrian, Missouri; a sister, Sallie Holwell of Colorado Springs; two brothers, R.V. Holwell of Casper, Wyoming and 
Willard Holwell of Adrian, Missouri. Mrs. Moore became a Christian at the age of 16 and united with the Presbyterian 
Church of which she was a member at the time of her decease.  She willingly broke her alabaster box and gave of her 
ointment for the world that needed it. The fragrance of her life and deeds will live and increase as years go by. Funeral 
services were held. From the Law Undertaking Parlor, Colorado Springs, March 28, 1926.  Rev. Walter Field officiating.  
Interment was made in the Evergreen cemetery.       



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next three documents are dated March 27, 1926, right 
after Minnie died.  They are for the purchase of a cemetery 
plot.  
 
This Endowment Certificate cost $75 and was for perpetual 
care of Minnie's grave.  That was a lot of money for a grocery 
clerk, along with other funeral expenses, today amounting to 
$1,052. 
 
Since rent for one of their homes during some years in 
Colorado Springs was $25 a month, we can see that $75 was 
quite a sum. 
 
The certificate has a 
raised seal.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                chapel at Evergreen, est. 1909 



Here is the certificate for the purchase of the plot of ground. It reads:  "$40.00    City of Colorado Springs   
Certificate of Purchase   No.  5665      Colorado Springs, Colo.  March 27, 1926    This certifies that Percy L. 
Moore for the sum of Forty and no/100 Dollars, as indicated by the highest figures detached at the left-hand 
margin hereof, has purchased East ½ Lot Thirty-two Block Sixty-seven in Fairview (struck) Evergreen 
Cemetery.  Said lot is hereby conveyed to him and his assigns, for burial purposes only, so long as said ground 
is used as a Cemetery."  It is signed or stamped by the city clerk and the mayor and has a raised seal.  

 
Following is a receipt for the interment of Minnie's remains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



This document, a receipt for $165 "To Monument" to Evergreen Cemetery, was given to "Mr. P. L. Moore" by 
R. E. Law on March 31, 1929. 
 
The only other family 
member I know to be 
buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery is Mother's 
great-grandmother, 
Mary Louisa 
Desdemona White 
Holwell Jenkins.  But 
she didn't die until 
1930, and I doubt they 
paid ahead for her 
tombstone.  Therefore, 
it must mean that there 
was a  delay of 3 years  
in ordering a 
tombstone for Minnie, 
needing to save up the 
money.    
 

Here is another photo of Minnie's tombstone, I assume taken by the 
family.  With the flag showing, it looks like it was Memorial Day.  
Grandma did like to visit the cemeteries.  I don’t recall ever seeing the 
one in Colorado Springs, but certainly remember going to Fairmount in 
Denver where Grandma's mother, 
Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell 
Holwell, and her brother, Willard, were 
buried.  Linda and I would roam the 
grounds in that area examining the 
different types of "cemetery art" and 
being particularly intrigued with the 
graves that had little houses over them.  
We knew what the stone lambs meant.  
 

      
     an intriguing piece of "cemetery art," a face 
         showing from under a veil, all carved from stone  

 
On Minnie's, it looks like Grandpa expected to be buried with his wife since it has "Moore" at the top, 
indicating another person could be added, and Minnie specifically at the bottom, with space in between for a 
second name.  Grandpa ended up being buried in Denver with his second wife, Minnie's sister, Sallie.  
 
The final document is addressed to Mother, with the lot numbers for her mother and her great-grandmother.  
Whether Minnie died on March 26 or 27 is unclear, but it was not on 
March 28, as shown on this paper.   
 
These were all important to Grandma, and she would be pleased her sister 
is still being remembered today.  
 
 


