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This tiny pin was among family items saved by 
Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee).  Even 
though she and I went through such treasures 
together, I have not found any notes pertaining 
to discussing this pin with her.  It was clearly 
important enough for her to keep through the 
years.   
 
I assume a "promise pin" is when a young man 
gives it to his girlfriend as a means of 
identifying them as a couple.  Mike and I got 
"lavaliered" when he gave me his Theta Chi 
version of this during my sophomore year at 
Drake University in Des Moines.  I wore it 
around my neck.  It was given pre-Theta Chi 
pin, which was pre-engagement.  
 
The insignia is that of Delta Kappa Tau college 
fraternity.  A pin identical to this is currently 
for sale 
on eBay 
for 
$40.00, 

labeled as a "vintage promise pin."   The site states that on the back is engraved 
"Winifred Himes, May 11, 1929."  At the bottom is engraved "LGB" followed by a 
5-pointed star (photos on next page).  It seems impossible to get all this writing on 
there---so tiny! 
 
Another is for sale on eBay for $10 (picture no longer available).  The only writing 
on its back is "5-11-1929."  If I had not seen these two pins on eBay, I may not have 
thought to inspect the back of our 1" x ¼"  pin, being unable to discern any 
engraving.   But, with the knowledge this was a possibility, I took a photo of the 
back, which did, indeed, reveal engraving.  It reads, "DE-223    5 - 11 - 29."   I don't 
know what the little marking is at the bottom.     
 
I entered "DE-223" into my search engine; what came up was a reference to the 
"USS Spangenberg (DE-223)"    "DE" means "Destroyer Escort."   This ship was 
built in 1943 and used in World War II.  
 
Mother was just 13 in 1929, living in Colorado Springs, but, since the date is the 
same on all three pins, it does not seem to mean the date a pin was given to a young 
woman, but, has some fraternal significance.   
 
So, perhaps our pin does have something to do with the above-mentioned ship.   
I don't know any family members who served on this ship, though a roster exists.    
 

   Both photos on this page are of our family's pin, front and back. 

 
 



 
In August 2016, I wrote to the only Delta Kappa Tau resource I could find online----in Geneseo, New York.  To 
date, I have had no reply.  Nor, could I find any information online beyond what I wrote above.  The fraternity 
does not seem very active.  
 
A laurel wreath is at the top of the pin.  With fraternities being Greek-letter organizations, the laurel wreath also 
has Greek significance.  

From Wikipedia :  "A laurel wreath is a circular wreath made of 
interlocking branches and leaves of the bay laurel, an aromatic 
broadleaf evergreen, or later from spineless butcher's broom 
or cherry laurel.  In Greek mythology, Apollo is represented 
wearing a laurel wreath on his head. In ancient Greece, 
wreaths were awarded to victors, both in athletic 
competitions, including the ancient Olympics made of wild 
olive-tree and in poetic meets; in Rome they were symbols of 
martial victory, crowning a successful commander during his 
triumph. Whereas ancient laurel wreaths are most often 
depicted as a horseshoe shape, modern versions are usually 
complete rings." 

I could find no information on the meaning of the cup, though 
that may be common knowledge to others.   

So, for now, this family history pin remains a mystery.  
 
                                                  photos from eBay of pin described above   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


