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This little amber glass shoe initially 
belonged to my great-great-aunt, 
Bertie Holwell, beginning around 
1882 or earlier.  She was the aunt of 
my great-grandmother, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona Holwell Holwell. 

 
 Bertie Holwell  

  
I have kept it displayed on the what-not shelf in my 
study all these years, as shown here.  I am pleased 
that the Bates County Museum is now accepting it; 
they currently have only one Fenton shoe, a blue one.  
Back home to its roots, which would make the 
relatives happy!  
                       
3" long 

 

 

In looking online, I saw several 
such shoes in different shapes and 
styles, one identical to ours and 
described as "Fenton."   

Online information states, 
"Whether you call it a booty, 
slipper or a Fenton shoe, these 
miniatures are among the most 
sought-after collectibles in art glass 
displays!  These collectible shoes 
have been produced in many sizes, 
styles, colors and themes over the 
decades and seem never to grow 
old.  The charm of Fenton is 
timeless and that includes these 
adorable art glass shoes!"  

 
It has been fun enjoying these items 
that have been saved by all family 
branches.  
 
 



ADDENDUM 
January 18, 2019 

 
Frequent reminders come my way of how my genealogy class teacher, Lavonna, emphasized that we 
periodically go back through our various documents and materials, as new things have come our way since last 
dealt with.  We then can refine, correct, or add to that particular topic.  
 
And so, once again, Lavonna was right.  As I continue to process my family history treasures so as to move 
them on to their next home, I went through the note cards I did on most items years ago. 
 

On the card for this little Fenton shoe I had written that Grandma 
shared that it was originally a pincushion.  Hmmmm---why didn’t I 
run into this kind of information during my initial research?  But, 
sure enough, there it is.  I don't know if there is online written data, 
as nothing came up, but there sure is photographic evidence.    
 
Sandy, a friend, collects Fenton items, and so I have been sharing 
this story with her.  Following my pin discovery, she responded 
that, rather than just plain pins, they were likely for hat pins, 
"something pretty to sit on the dresser."  Of course!  Looking again 
at the pictures here, two of them clearly show hat pins.  Who knows 
how Aunt Bertie, and then later Holwell relatives, used this little 
glass shoe, especially as hat pins went out of fashion.  It seems 
Grandma used it for her ubiquitous straight pins.  But, the original 
purpose does seem to be as Sandy stated, who added that all Fenton 

                items had a purpose.   
 
In studying the photos online, I also wondered what the cushion in our Holwell shoe looked like.  It was fun to 
see a number of examples!   So glad Grandma remembered this important tidbit!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


