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    Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee and Frank Clark Hendee  

 
Frank Hendee Dies 

 

Frank C. Hendee, 79, for many years connected with the circulation 

department of The Journal, died Friday in Los Angeles after 

suffering a stroke.  Born in Illinois, he had lived in Lincoln 25 years.  

He and Mrs. Hendee had been in California a little more than a 

year.  Mr. Hendee had contributed a number of feature stories to 

The Sunday Journal, among them one dealing with Indian sun 

dances and another on the scenic beauty of the Colorado Rockies.  

Surviving besides his wife are two sons, Harold of Lincoln, and 

Frank C. jr., of Denver; three daughters, Mrs. William Roth of 

Lincoln, Mrs. C. F. Huzzey in Illinois, and Miss Ena Hendee in 

Virginia; four grandchildren.  Before going into circulation work, 

Mr. Hendee had been principal of schools in several Illinois and 

Nebraska towns.  

   -------------------------------------------- 
Frank Clark Hendee was my paternal great-grandfather, the father of my father, Frank 
Chester (Chet) Hendee.  He was born in Pixley, Illinois.  This obituary was from the 
Lincoln, Nebraska  newspaper.  
 
The picture at the top was an interesting staged 
photo with Jennie and Frank.  It is one strip.  In 
a single photo (to right), he was looking over 
her shoulder while she was reading Woman's 
Home Companion.  Frank was then posed 
separately reading the magazine.  It was 
published by "Boston: Carter, Hendee, and 
Co., 1833."  The "Hendee" was Charles 
Jefferson Hendee, first cousin, once removed 
of Frank Clark, so maybe that was the draw.  
(See my America Frugal Housewife account.)  
 
It was fun to read of the stories mentioned that 
Frank had written for the newspaper.  
 
As to his children, they are Harold Harlow, 
Frank Chester (Chet), Vera Lucile Hendee 
Roth, Mary Lu Hendee Huzzey and Ena 
Virginia Hendee.  Ena later married Floyd Price.  Although Chet is listed as a "Jr.," his 
middle name was different than that of his father.  The "four grandchildren" are by Daddy 
and Renna:  Harold Haynes; Eleanor Maxine; May Margaret; and Nancy Lee. 

 
 



POP'S LETTER 
December 3, 1939 

by 
Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry 

June 1996; updated November 17, 2018 
 

This letter was written to my father, Frank Chester (Chet) Hendee, by his father, Frank Clark Hendee, on December 3, 
1939. The envelope is in Daddy's handwriting.  Where it says that his father's funeral was on January 3, 1940, there is 
other evidence that Frank Clark died on December 29, 1940, which would make his funeral in early 1941.  (January 3 was 
Daddy's birthday.)  The obituary states that Frank Clark was 79 when he died, which would make 1940 the year of his 
death.  It also states he had lived in California "a little more than a year," which also places his death in 1940.  I have no 
picture of his tombstone and see no record on Find-A-Grave.  Frank Clark died four years before I was born.  Grandma 
Hendee died in 1962 when I was 16, so I knew her; she was 78 when I was born---already old.  At this time, Daddy was 
divorced from his first wife, Renna, (in 1935) and had met Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee) in 1940, marrying her in 
1942.  He was living in Denver.  Grandma Hendee's father, George Washington Seitz, lived with her in Los Angeles for 
some time until his death in 1945 at age 103½.  George and his wife, Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz, had been living in 
Los Angeles at least since 1909.  Perhaps that is why Frank Clark and Jennie moved out to California.  
 

Frank Clark earned his living, apparently just in later life, 
through selling magazine subscriptions, as well as coin purses 
door-to-door.  There was some involvement with selling food 
supplements, an interest of his wife and my grandmother, 
Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee.  Mother had told me this, 
some of which is reinforced in the letter below. There are a 
variety of examples online of 1939 coin purses (2 shown here).  The obituary states that 
Frank had been a school principal in Illinois and Nebraska.  Mother recalls Daddy as 
saying that his father "was a nice man."   

 
In the transcription of the letter below, "Mom" refers to Frank Clark's wife, Jennie.  "Wm" is Vera's husband, William 
Roth.  Vera and Ena were two of three daughters of Frank Clark and Jennie and were sisters to Frank Chester.  I assume 
Frank Clark is referring to their own home back in Lincoln.  Mary was their other child, not mentioned in the letter.  Mary 
and her husband, Clarence F. Huzzey, eventually lived in Jennie's home (4227 Halldale Ave., Los Angeles) to care for 
her.  Harold was their other son.  Harold and his wife (Ethel) and daughter (Virginia) lived in Lincoln, as did Vera and 
William, where we visited them on trips.  I am not aware of health issues for my aunts; they always seemed all right to 
me, though they were then old, and I did not know them at all well.  Daddy was 48 when I was born.  
 
The letter below gives us an image of a Los Angeles long gone; how fortunate they were to live in that sunny paradise 
when there were still fruit groves and little pavement.  They seem to have enjoyed and appreciated it.  The population in 
1940 was 1,504,277.   Love the goats!  It is interesting that Frank Clark's children were apparently helping him out 
financially.  We do get a feeling for his life as a traveling salesman---not easy.  How good that Grandma Hendee saved 
this letter----very interesting!  The original is reprinted below.  

I found a strong magnifying glass helpful in transcribing the 
letter. (I originally transcribed it before I had a computer and 
could scan and enlarge text.)  In the last paragraph, the section, 
"There are century….ferns" is in Jennie's handwriting inserted in 
pencil.  The last line about the ink is also in pencil, but does not 
appear to be in her handwriting; it is so faint that it is hard to tell.  
I am reminded of a Chinese proverb often used in genealogy:  
"The faintest pencil is greater than the sharpest memory."  We 
can picture Frank Clark with his ink well and lever-filled fountain 
pen of days past, which I remember using.   

------------------------------------------------   

                            



        Los Angeles, California December 3-'39 

My Dear Son 

 Well here I am at last--either for better or worse.  Time will tell.  Outside of the suit of clothes you 
children bought and the suits you gave me + $6.00 Ena gave me--I've made my own way, traveled over several 
states etc. etc.  Right now would be a good time to thank you for all you've done for me--I've sent mom quite a 
little money.  Since she came here the last time I've given her approximately $100.00.  Last Saturday I came to 
Oklahoma City expecting to get a Buss with meals for $25.00 or $24.00 without meals.  A traveling salesman 
had told me this could be done.   Well on arriving in Oklahoma I went to see this particular buss line about 4 
P.M.  Of course I gave up the idea of coming with them.  Went back to the hotel where I stayed when I worked 
Oklahoma.  The landlady phoned one Travel Bureau.  They asked $15.50.  Then she phoned another. Yes they 
were going to California in one hour. I did not want to pay more than $10.00.  So six of us started about 6 P.M. 
-- for Los Angeles.  Somewhat crowded yes to be sure---but considered myself lucky.  There were three drivers 
in the crowd.  A man, his wife and a young man--Besides a lady 30 years old a woman 66 years--fat old girl--
By driving all night 2 nights + Sunday we got here Sunday morning.  I found Mom reasonably well and happy 
to see me.  We are renewing our courtship all over---Mom is going to help me.  She will need to see I ordered 
about $100.00 worth of Luckys and Coin Purses on credit---haven't got them yet but am hoping.  The Coin 
Purse Co. has given me credit before.  I'll know in a day or two.  I don’t think it is going to be easy sailing 
because money is scarce and everyone has seen them--consequently are less willing to be interested.  Am 
hoping to make enough money to pay the Purse Company what I owe them---besides making a living.   

Now a word about our new home.  We are living in a $250 trailer which Jennie bought for $60.00--everybody 
says we got a bargain.  A man had built it to live in while he was building a home and was glad to get $60.00.  
We are situated on a 1½  3 acre tract---close to the owner's  home.  He furnishes light and water for $10.00 per 
mo.  But no heat--of course in this tropical clime the heat bill will not be much.  On this 1½  3 acre tract we 
have 5 palm trees, 12 magnolia pine  a number ("a number" in pencil in Jennie's writing, I think--Cynthia)  --
several large cactus trees as high as I am tall.  We can look down on a large part of the city, and off (torn out) 
(??) cottages.  The old (torn out?)  

(Page 3)  They seem to be a nice class of people.  of course I've not yet met them all.  Our trailer is protected by 
some vine covered trees--then not more than 5 (?) yards away is a quaint vine covered antique cottage with a 
similar garage open on one side--not occupied, too old.   Friendly pigeons perch on the roof of this garage.  This 
afternoon they asked for an introduction, advancing within a few feet of the chair where I was sitting.  I am 
counting on becoming much better acquainted with these charming pigeon neighbors.  I am spending the 
afternoon alone while Mom is out (?) service (???) of a friend and co-worker brought her.  I guess it is about 
3:00.  Flowers bloom in the open here year round I'm told.  I am hoping this climate will help my arthritis.  It 
has been bothering me about 3 yrs.  It comes on unaware like a thief in the night--often when out walking.   I 
am obliged to stop and fold my arms and rest.  The neuritis dislikes hot water and heat since it must desert one 
when either are present.  Isn't Wm. a handyman?  He can do most anything.  He is doing more work on our 
home.  I suppose you know he Vera & Ena are together in our home.   

It's just too bad about Ena's health.  She has not been strong for several years.  The girls of our family have been 
unfortunate from a health standpoint.   

There are century plants that have blossomed on the place the remains of which look like dead trees, also quite a 
lot of ferns.  I just took a walk and discovered two goats browsing to their heart's content---all over the city tall 
pine trees line many of the driveways.  Awfully sorry I spilled ink on this letter but am too tired and worn out to 
rewrite it.   

 Best wishes and regards to all--                                                           Pop  



by Cynthia Henry 2012  

These are my paternal grandparents, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee and Frank Clark Hendee.  I took a picture of 
this picture while visiting my only first cousin, Virginia Lee Hendee Robertson, in Beatrice, Nebraska last 
month---delightful day!  This was a new address for my records.  It is of their home in Los Angeles.  
           

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



on back of photo, written by Jennie….  
 
 
Winter of 1939 – 40 at 134  So. Ave 64   Los Angeles, 
(Highland Park) California     F.C. & Mrs. Hendee        
Under the majestic pepper trees that Pop admired so 
much.       Rose trellis leading to street steps   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
And today....from Googling above address on  2/26/2012 
 

 
 

My other California photo of Frank Clark and 
Jennie---numbers 6 and 7--with family members… 
 

 
 
1.  Roy Ernest Seitz    (son of George Washington Seitz; brother of Enoch and Jennie))  
2.  Rosa Seitz     (wife of Roy Seitz) 
3.  Matilda Larimer Wright???  (possible descendants of Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz, wife of George)  
4.  Stanley Randolph Seitz   (son of Roy and Rosa Seitz)  
5.  Carl Wright???   (husband of Matilda)  
6.  Frank Clark Hendee    (husband of Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee--died December 1940)  
7.  Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee  (daughter of George Washington Seitz; sister of Roy and Enoch)  
8.  Enoch Beery Seitz (E.B.)    (son of George Washington Seitz; brother of Roy and Jennie)  
9. George Washington Seitz   (a fifer in the Civil War; father of Roy, Jennie, Enoch)  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTIETH  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY 
Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee and Frank Clark Hendee 

1937 
by Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry  

 
Jennie Florence Seitz and Frank Clark Hendee were married on June 16, 1887.  They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
1937 in Los Angeles.  All five of their living children were present.   
 
Adults in back row left to right::  Ethel Hendee, Harold Harlow Hendee, Ena Virginia Hendee Price, Eleanor Maxine Hendee, Jennie 
Florence Seitz Hendee, Frank Clark  Hendee, Clarence Huzzey, Mary Lu Hendee Huzzey, May Margaret Hendee, Vera Lucile 
Hendee Roth,  Frank Chester (Chet) Hendee  
 
Children in front:  Nancy Lee Hendee; Virginia Lee Hendee  (first cousins) 
 
 

 Ethel is the wife of Harold Harlow Hendee. 
 
 Harold Harlow Hendee is the son of Jennie and Frank.  Harold and Ethel are parents of Virginia Lee Hendee.  

 
 Ena Virginia Hendee is the daughter of Jennie and Frank.  Ena married Floyd Price.  

 
 Eleanor Maxine Hendee is the daughter of Frank Chester Hendee and Renna Haynes Hendee (his first wife).  Eleanor married 

Harold (Bud) Festerly.  
 

 Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee is the wife of Frank Clark  Hendee and the mother of Harold Harlow, Ena Virginia, Frank 
Chester, Mary Lu and Vera Lucille.  

 
 Frank Clark Hendee is the husband of Jennie and the father of Harold Harlow, Ena Virginia, Frank Chester, Mary Lu and 

Vera Lucille.   
 



 Clarence Huzzey is the husband of Mary Lu Hendee Huzzey.  He and Mary lived with Jennie in L.A., taking care of her.  
After Mary died, Clarence stayed on until Jennie’s death in 1966.   

 
 Mary Lu Hendee Huzzey is the daughter of Jennie and Frank; she is the wife of Clarence Huzzey. 

 
 May Margaret Hendee is the daughter of Frank Chester Hendee.  She married Constantine (Gus) Economy.   

 
 Vera Lucile Hendee is the daughter of Jennie and Frank Clark.  She married William Roth.   

 
  Frank Chester Hendee is the son of Jennie and Frank.  He first married Renna Haynes Hendee; they divorced in 1935.  In 

1942, he married Laura Louise Moore.  He is the father of Eleanor, May Margaret and Nancy.  (Not pictured of his children:  
Harold Haynes Hendee, Cynthia Ann Hendee [born 1944], Linda Jean Hendee [born 1947])  

 
  Nancy Lee Hendee is the daughter of Frank Chester Hendee and Renna Haynes Hendee.  She married Harry Wilson and 

later married William Ohs.   She and Virginia are first cousins.   
 

 Virginia Lee Hendee is the daughter of Harold Harlow Hendee and Ethel Hendee.  She married Julius Joseph (Joe) 
Robertson.    

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A scan of the 4-page original letter follows.  The return address on the 
envelope was Daddy's business address at the time.  He was self-
employed as a C. P.A.   Research indicates this was the same building, 
though a different office number (later 825), that Linda and I grew up 
knowing as where Daddy worked…at 17th and Champa in downtown 
Denver.  It is a historic landmark, with its beautiful bronze doors 
representing Native Americans 
in panels of 10 different designs.  
 
 

         

 
 
 
           F. C. Hendee  
Certified Public Accountant 
 606 Denver National Bldg.  

              Denver  



 
 



 



 
 



 


