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Cousin Karl Seitz comes through again!  He keeps up with websites of old 
newspapers and sent this very helpful article in December 2014, stating, "The 
Library of Congress newspaper collection keeps giving unexpected things. This 
picture and story from the front page of the August 25, 1911 Bismarck, North 
Dakota Daily Tribune about an event in Rochester, New York features the fife and 
drum corps from the Los Angeles chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.).  Included is George W. Seitz (1841-1945). The quality isn't good enough 
for me to figure out which one he is."   I am guessing he is on the far right.  
 
I am so pleased to have this, as I wasn’t sure if Grandma Hendee's story about my 
great grandfather being a fifer in the Civil War was accurate after receiving another 
article from Karl (descendant of George's brother, Enoch Beery Seitz).  That article 
was amazing to receive, as it is the only personal anecdote I have ever had of 
George's time in the service; it tells of his charging into battle on a horse---in the 
wrong direction!  Great story!----but, if he was a fifer, why was he charging around 
on a horse, whatever the direction?   
 
Here is my transcription:   

"Battle Scarred Veterans of Los Angeles Fife and Drum Corps at 
G.A.R. Encampment, Whose Ages Total 1,024 Years 

 
Rochester, N.Y. Aug 25   A conspicuous delegation attending the Grand Army encampment is the old Los Angeles 
Veterans Fife and Drum corps.  There are fifteen of these veterans, and each saw active service during the Civil War.  All 
of them have battle scars.  The ages of the fifteen veterans average seventy, while the total foots up 1,024 years. The 
Pacific delegation began early to make a vigorous campaign to get the next national G. A. R. encampment at Los 
Angeles."  It  lists each person in the photo, with George's entry as, "Fifer George W. Seitz, Company F, One Hundred 
and Fifty-ninth, Ohio infantry, 69 years."   
 
I was not familiar with the term "foots up," which I found means to "add a column of numbers."      
 
Online tells of other such Civil War encampments and marches.  I assume George marched in the parade discussed in the 
Los Angeles Herald  on September 11, 1912.  Below is the first paragraph.  The rest is of a similar vein of aging veterans.  

17.000 MARCH  IN G. A. R. PARADE     300.000 WILDLY CHEER CIVIL WAR VETERANS 

“'Forward, March!' When the order of Commander-in-Chief H. M. Trimble rang out this morning at Fifth and Los 
Angeles streets, seventeen thousand grizzled, bent and battle-scared veterans, nearly all that remains today of the 
3,000,000 who went forth to war in 1861-65. straightened up proudly, their feet began to mark time and then they moved 
forward, down a flower-strewn path. The great annual parade of the forty-fifth annual encampment of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the event of events to the veterans, was under way. Perhaps today's parade will never be repeated, for such 
processions are a great strain on the fast-ebbing strength of the veterans, as was attested by the constant rail of the 
ambulance along the line of march. There is a growing sentiment among the younger generation to end the parades, but if 
it were put up to the veterans themselves, there probably would not be a single vote in favor of abolishing the pageant. 
The sentiment which actuates the soldiers of other days is the same sentiment which actuated them to go forth to war in 
the dark days when the Union was tottering.  Certain it is that many who marched today will never march again, for the 
Grim Reaper is gathering his harvest at an alarming rate each day. But great as the strain is, the veterans still favor the 
parade. Something infinitely pathetic about today’s Grand Army parade glorified it and stamped it indelibly upon the 
memories of the 300,000 men, women and children who lined the sidewalks." 



 
 

 


