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Can anyone spot this 1"-
long pencil sharpener on 
Grandma's desk at Prairie 
Rose School?  Well, me 
either, but it could be 
there!   
 

 
          Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, teacher  
Prairie Rose School in Bates County, Missouri     1917 
 

But, you can easily find it on the printer's tray in my antique 
study where it has lovingly been on display for many years.   
         
Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) told me that she had 
used this pencil sharpener while she was teaching.  At this 
time, she was Sallie Marie Holwell, not yet married to Percy 
Lee Moore. (She was technically my great-aunt and step 
grandmother.)   
 
She was born in Bates County, Missouri, attending school here all her years and then teaching in several area schools.  
She followed a family tradition, with her aunt, Alice Leona Holwell Sartain, her brother, Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., 
and her sister, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, also having taught throughout Bates County---and beyond.  Grandma 
(Sallie) was the teacher for Prairie Rose School, pictured above, from 1915 - 1919, as well as having been a student here 
for some of her grade school years.  Grandma reported that one year she taught 42 students from grades 1- 9.  She 
graduated from Adrian High School in 1911 and then attended Warrensburg Normal School for teacher training, as had 
her relatives mentioned above.   
 
Sallie's teaching career ended when Minnie (my birth grandmother) fell ill with tuberculosis, and the Moore family had to 
move to the higher and drier climate of Colorado Springs in 1920.  (This included Percy, Minnie and little Laura Louise, 
my mother.)  Sallie soon followed to tend to the small family, staying on after Minnie's death in 1926 and marrying 
Minnie's husband (Grandpa---Percy Lee Moore) in 1929.  It surely helped that the two Holwell brothers, Raymond and 
Willard, and families were already in Colorado.   
 

Now for some history of this tool vital to Grandma's teaching years---
and likely into her home life.    
 
One end has a helpful research hint, 
"Johann Faber Germany."  How nice 
to have an imported pencil sharpener!   
Surely, the kids used it, also, not just 
the teacher.  Questions for Grandma 
will always remain as I work through 
my family history, but I am so grateful 
for what all I do have…items, photos, 
and information.  
 
The other end is inscribed "Pat. No. 
482826   SEPT 20 1892"     



There are a few examples online of this same sharpener.  All pictures in this story are of Grandma's. 
 
One eBay sales pitch is, "Very nice vintage Johann Faber pencil sharpener made in Germany. The body is made of solid 
brass. Stamped on one end is "Johann Faber Germany" and stamped on the other end is "pat. No. 482826 sept. 20 1892."    
 
This is the same as on mine.  
 
Another reads, "This is a lovely vintage art deco German brass pencil 
sharpener by Johann Faber. It is a fabulous piece of German engineering; 
they don't make them like this anymore, You have an adjustable 
sharpener with two screws to alter the angle of cut (see photo on  page 1, 
bottom right) and a large release screw on the base (see photo to right) 
that unlocks the blade quickly to be altered and tightened again." 
 
And, for anyone who ever wanted to know more about "Antique Small 
Pencil Sharpeners 1837-1921," there is just the website for you!  It is 
from "Early Office Museum."   

"This exhibit covers all small pencil sharpeners marketed between 1837 and 1921 for which we have (a) an 
advertisement or product announcement with an illustration or product description, (b) a patent, or (c) a 
photograph of a surviving device.   

"Most of these devices are small enough to be considered portable or pocket pencil sharpeners, and most have 
no parts that move while the pencil is being sharpened.  In virtually all, if not all, cases, the sharpening is done 
by a blade, an abrasive medium (a file, sandpaper, or emery paper), or both.  Most of these devices were 
marketed to sharpen lead pencils.  

"Available evidence indicates that throughout the 19th 
century and the very early 20th century, the vast 
majority of lead pencils were sharpened by whittling 
with a knife.  By the 1880s, small knives were 
advertised specifically for sharpening pencils.   

"According to one discussion, 'It is usually held that 
the correct way to sharpen a pencil is to hold the 
point against the right thumb and cut away the 
surplus wood and lead by drawing the blade of the 
knife toward the thumb.  This method is open to the 
objection that it is apt to soil the thumb and fingers.  
On the other hand, the more cleanly method of sharpening a pencil by cutting outward, that is, away from the 
body, is apt to result in too deep a cut and the consequent breaking of the pencil point." 

And so, we are now all experts on this small memento of my grandmother----and 
glad for the advanced technology that kept her from sharpening 42 school pencils 
with a knife!  The sharpener is heading back to its roots for display in the Bates 
County Museum---a symbol of the early one-room country schoolhouses.  

Following are pictures of Sallie as a teacher at Prairie Rose School, along with its 
pretty namesake flower.  The students called her "Miss Sallie."  Some time ago, I 
sent all originals of the school photos to the Bates County Museum, along with 
their stories; for some, the students were identified from information on the back.  



Grandma wrote on the back, 
"cold & stormy, only this many 
at school."       

One of the two girls in the back 
row is Edith Mier, who taught 
Grandma how to crochet.   

I always wonder who took 
these photos.  I know the 
postman did for at least one.  

 

Both are labeled 1916. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1917 

 

school bell first used by Alice Leona Holwell Sartain and then passed on to 
her niece, Sallie  

The membership fee of $1 was sure different from the union dues 
I paid during my 38 years of teaching!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


