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Here are 16 of the remaining family history items for which I am finding new homes.   I have enjoyed them all 
on display in my antique study, either on the what-not shelf or in the printer's tray for smaller items.  Some 
might make an attractive, interesting, or historic vintage/antique display in your home.  

 
Cuff Links   These apparently belonged to Linda's and my father, Frank 
Chester (Chet) Hendee.  It would have been fun to find a picture of him 
wearing them, but that did not happen.   
 
A similar item online described them as "Victorian, Edwardian, Art 
Deco," around 1920.       
 
On the back is engraved, "G. Mfg. Co.," 
which stands for "Gorham Manufacturing 
Company," begun  in 1831.  
 
I don't know if they are "gold-filled," 
though are likely good quality, being from  
Gorham.                  
 
         1½" 
 
 
 
Folding Ruler, Brass Frame with Inset Boxwood Body, Stanley No. 62 
 
This is from the Hendee side, "a collapsible carpenters' ruler."   I understand that my great-grandfather, George 
Washington Seitz, built his own houses in Los Angeles, so perhaps he used this.   These are commonly found 
for sale online.    It is 6" - 24".  

 
 
 

  "Stanley No. 62."  
 
 
 
 

"Stanley Rule & Level Co.  New Britain, Conn. U.S.A.  Warranted   Boxwood"    



It was interesting reading about New Britain and its connection with this ruler, along with its entertaining story 
on the city motto:     
 
"The city's official nickname is the 'Hardware City' because of its history as a manufacturing center and as the 
headquarters of Stanley Black & Decker.  During the early part of the 20th century, New Britain was also known 
as the 'Hardware Capital of the World.'  In 1843, Frederick Trent Stanley established Stanley's Bolt 
Manufactory in New Britain to make door bolts and other wrought-iron hardware. In 1857, his cousin Henry 
Stanley founded The Stanley Rule and Level Company in the city. 

"New Britain's motto, Industria implet alveare et melle fruitur – translated from Latin – means 'Industry fills the 
hive and enjoys the honey.' This phrase was coined by Elihu Burritt, a 19th-century New Britain resident, 
diplomat, philanthropist and social activist. In 2007, it was reported that the Latin word for 'honey' in the motto 
had been a typo for decades; it should be melle, but it had long been misspelled as mele. Former mayor William 
McNamara, who unsuccessfully tried to fix it during his term, suggested 'to either fix the spelling immediately 
or switch to the English version of the motto.'  As controversy arose from the matter, the word was superseded 
with the correct spelling, melle." 

 

Gillette Safety Razor Company 
Travel Kit 

It is missing the razor, but has two 
"Valet Auto-Strop" blades.  

The top inside of the purple case is 
worn, but reads, "Gillette Known 
the World Over."  A similar one 
online was dated as 1907.  I assume Daddy used it.      
               3½" x 2" x 2"    

Eyeglasses  
 
These two eyeglasses are not family history items.  When Mike and I visited Rockford, Iowa in 1986, Barb, 
Laurel and I went to the area's antique shops.  Mike and I taught in Rockford (a town of 1,000 people) from 
1966 - 1968 and returned to visit friends that summer.  Laurel had been into antiques and showed me how she 
used such eyeglasses to enhance antique displays.  I picked up several items during our shopping, including 
these 2 "pince nez hard-bridge rimless spectacles."    They were patented July 12, 1892.   You can see the hole 
for the chain, but the chain is missing.   

 

 

 

 

 



For displaying these, I placed them on top of 2x Great-Aunt 
Alice Holwell's autograph album in the alcove of my antique 
study.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Glasses with Chain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This pair does have the chain attached.  I placed it atop a book my half-
sister, Nancy, ran across The American Frugal Housewife, as it was printed 
by the Boston: Carter, Hendee, and Co. in 1833.  (I found out who the 
"Hendee" is--see my story on this.)  

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Gold Enamel Kit   by Leo. Uhlfelder Co.  
 
I have no idea of the history of this item.  While the large 
bottle is empty, except for a bit of residue, the gold 
enamel seems intact.   
 
I did not find any such kits online, but the Leo. Uhlfelder 
Company is still in business, selling leaf in various 
colors.  
 

 
                             5" x 3" x 2"   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"H" Tie Clasp    
 
Obviously, this was something Daddy wore.  Again, I did not find any photos of him wearing it.   

On the back is "12 KGF" (12 karat gold-filled) and with a curved shape inside a pentagon.  I couldn't find what 
this symbol means.  "12-karat gold is 12 parts gold and 12 parts another metal.'  

 
 

 
1½" 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

"Gold-filled is a thin sheet of karat gold (10K, 12K and 14K) which is fused to a thicker sheet made out of base 
metals of different alloys such as brass/bronze. The process usually involves rolling the two sheets together to a 
desired thickness (hence the synonym: rolled gold).  Together, these sheets are formed into fairly rigid, hollow 
shapes and enjoy a protective cover (and looks) of a noble alloy but at a fraction of the price of actual gold 
jewelry." 

 
Horseshoe---very small     
 

 
 
 
 
2½" x 2½"    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mother assumed this came from the ranch, a logical assumption.  I don't know its history.   
 
It is quite small.  Comparing it with similar items online, it is diminutive.  One was described as "Tiny Old Steel 
Horseshoe 1960s, the smallest one I have," and it was 4".  
 
Another was "Antique, Small Hand-Forged Metal Horseshoe - Pony Size 1920s," which was 3½".   
 
 
Jade Circle   
 
I don't know any history on this item.  Perhaps it is something else 
Great-Aunt Lu Bird brought back from her time as a missionary in 
Malaysia.   Could it be used as a scarf ring?   
 
 
 
 
                   2"  
 
 
 
 
Key    
 
I don't know the history of this key.   
 
 
                        2" x ¾"   
 
 



 
Square Nails   
 
I find these an interesting historical item, signifying an old-west style of building.  While Mother naturally 
thought they came from the ranch, another possibility is this.  I belonged to Brownies and Girl Scouts from 
grades 2 - 12 and then was a camp counselor for 8 weeks each of the two summers after graduating high school.  
This was in the mountains of Colorado at the camp I attended for two weeks each summer from sixth grade on--
-Flying "G".  During our younger years, we slept on cots in canvas tents on raised wooden platforms, four to a 
tent.  During our last two years, we were in the Ranger unit and slept in tents on the ground, mine shown here in 
1958.  We slept outside on nice nights and used the two tents for storage.  One of our outings was a four-day 
backpack trip, which featured an abandoned encampment with wooden structures.  Actually, burros did the 
backpacking part for us, two girls per burro with a total of 8 girls.  It was a challenge getting the burros to cross 
streams!  I well remember finding square nails at the encampment and being intrigued with them.  I am pretty 
sure these are two from that backpack trip.   
 
They have a rectangular head and flat bottom.  
 

 
    3"   

There are several types of square nails online, one site listing 30.  
According to "House of Antique Hardware," mine seem to be 
"Square-Cut Common Nails" and are made of iron.   
 
Following is the information I found from my research: 

from online----hand-forged 17th century   

              "Old Square Nails are Old" 

"Hand-forged iron nails predate the ancient Romans. The basic 
form of the modern wrought square nail was developed in the 16th 

century in Europe. When the first settlers began arriving in the New World in the early 17th century, they 
brought large quantities of wrought nails with them. Nail making was never done on a very large scale in the 
American colonies. Nails were primarily imported from England, right up until the Revolution. 

"Around the 1790s, American inventors had prototyped the first nail-making machines. These produced square-
cut nails by cutting them from iron rods. By the early 1820s, nail-making machines had become so efficient that 
America soon became the world’s leading manufacturer and exporter of nails. 



"Square-cut nails are fundamentally superior to modern wire nails because of their superior holding power. If 
you’ve ever attempted to extract a square-cut nail from a board, you know what I’m talking about. They hold so 
tenaciously that you’ll often break the board or the nail itself before removing it. The reason for this is the shape 
of the shank. It usually tapers on two opposite sides from head to tip, resulting in a chisel-shaped point. The 
four edges of the shank also tend to be very sharp. When driven with the correct orientation (non-tapered sides 
parallel to the grain), the tip and edges shear the wood fibers rather than push them apart as wire nails do. Then, 
the shank finally wedges itself tightly into the wood. Because of their shearing ability, square-cut nails tend not 
to split wood. They can be used closer to the edge or end of a board than a wire nail. 

"Square-cut nails are still available from the Tremont Nail Company, of Mansfield, Massachusetts.  The 
company was founded in 1819 in response to the Federal Period demand for low-cost nail production. It is the 
only remaining American nail company producing square-cut nails. Today, Tremont makes square-cut nails out 
of steel, rather than iron.  But the truly amazing thing about Tremont is that they still use their own vintage nail-
cutting machines. These date back to the 1850s. Over the years, they’ve managed to keep these machines 
running by fabricating replacement parts when necessary. So these reproduction nails are hardly reproductions 
at all. Harder and stronger than iron, they are more of a generational advancement in square-cut nail technology, 
rather than simple copies of historic artifacts." 

Pendant      
 
This is a tiny item, just  ¾" in length.  It has 4 sides.  It is amazing it has survived.    
 
My best guess for this is that Mother brought it back from a trip to Israel, as it resembles the Jewish dreidel, a 
four-sided spinning top.  Two online examples are shown to the right.  While these have a Jewish letter, mine 
has a floral design on two sides and a sparkle on the other two.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  from online  

                                   ¾" 
 
Plaque  
 
I do not know what this is  
from, possibly from 
Mother's flatware sterling 
silver chest.    
 
 
 
                                   4" x 1" 

 



 
Scale   

I don't know the family history of this scale.  It can weigh up to 25 pounds.  It is 
missing a ring through the hole at the top that online examples show.    

There are many similar varieties online.  The one that most resembles this is described 
as a "balance hook brass cast iron German hanging hook."  Another is called a 
"Hanging Scale Balance Hook Brass." 

Some identify the company where they were made, but I see no markings on mine other 
than the weighing numerals.   Two online may have been made in 1867 and 1900.   

 

Balisong (Butterfly Knife), Possibly Brass, Bone and Horn  
 

 
5" closed  

 
 
 
 

 
9" open 
4" blade 

 
 

Well, here is an interesting item----and, um…..illegal in California.   
Actually, I can keep it in my home, but it is "illegal to buy, sell, 
transfer, or possess in public."  So, I guess I am stuck with it forever!  
These cannot be sold on eBay.  If Matt or Julia want it, they legally 
couldn't have it:  "In Washington, the balisong is classified as a 
'spring blade knife,' and under state law one cannot manufacture, 
sell, dispose of, or possess such knives."  A conundrum….if this had 
unwittingly ended up in their hands, what on earth would one do 
with it if you can't sell, dispose of or possess it?  If Ross wants it, no problem, as "In Michigan, the balisong is 
legal because it is classified as a 'folding knife.'"   Now, how do I legally get it to anyone, anyway?  Of course, 
if anyone wants it, I will get it there.  
 
Online research showed this to be a "Balisong" or "Butterfly Knife."   
 
When I first started writing about this, I was thinking it may be another item that Great-Aunt Lu Bird brought 
back from her time as a missionary in Malaysia, returning home out of Hong Kong in 1915, and possibly 
bringing back several souvenirs of the Orient.   For sure, she brought back a Chinese queue braided with a red 
ribbon.  The reason I thought it might have come from Lu Bird is that "Philippines" is stamped at the bottom of 
the blade.  I was disappointed not to find out what the hook symbol and dots mean.  I did not see similar knives  
online with any words or symbols like this one has.   
 
Some of this information came from "All About Pocket Knives."    
 
 



Materials used in balisongs can include bone, Filipino water buffalo horn, or deer horn bolsters.  Horse bone is 
also a possibility since Batangas (where balisongs are made) was, and is, Filipino-Spanish-style cowboy 
territory.  The inserts for the brass handles may be held in with cooper pins.  Sometimes the inserts are made 
from animal bone (usually carabao), but the more expensive ones use deer horns for inserts.  For balisongs from 
the World War II era, blades and latches might be taken from the springs on a leftover Jeep or made from steel 
stock or recycled scrap metal from American or Japanese waste--possibly from a downed aircraft.   
 
There are numerous styles online.  The only one I found identical to this is labeled, "vintage butterfly knife 
balisong bone horn brass."  There was no date.     
 
But, it can theoretically be tied to Lu Bird's travels by the location label and by the timeframe:  "Balisong mass 
production in the Philippines can be attested to the early 1900s."  Lu Bird was in the area and during this time.  
So it is a possibility missionary Lu Bird brought home this dangerous weapon.     
 
But, there is much discussion online about these being popular souvenir items during World War II.  We don’t 
have any close relatives who served in this war in that area.  The closest was the nephew of my great-
grandfather, George Washington Seitz, Donald Ridgely Seitz, but he was tragically lost in New Guinea in an 
airplane crash and never found.    
 
So its provenance remains a mystery.  I wonder if Daddy knew anything about it, and I missed my chance.   
 
Here is some additional online information:   

"The Philippines is often cited as the birthplace of balisongs.  Legend has it that the balisong knife has roots that 
go back to around 800 AD. This style of knife could be opened quickly with one hand and easily used as a 
weapon. It proved a common choice for self-defense and utility uses. 

"A rich balisong tradition has been present in the Philippines for more than a century. Countless stands and 
stores sell handmade butterfly knives today, and the Filipino province of Batangas and the area of Balisong in 
Taal are known for the blades. 

"A balisong, also known as a fan knife, butterfly knife or Batangas knife, is a folding pocketknife. Its distinct 
features are two handles counter-rotating around the tang (the projection on the blade of a knife, by which the 
blade is held firmly in the handle) such that, when closed, the blade is concealed within grooves in the handles. 
Due to these factors, a butterfly knife is practically as strong as a fixed blade knife. A balisong typically has the 
latch on the handle facing the cutting edge, and is commonly called the bite handle.  

"The balisong was commonly used by Filipinos, especially those in the Tagalog region, as a self-defense and 
pocket utility knife. A common stereotype is that a Batangueño carries one everywhere he or she goes. In the 
hands of a trained user, the knife blade can be brought to bear quickly using one hand. Manipulations, called 
'flipping,' are performed for art or amusement.  

"The knife is now illegal or restricted in some countries, often under the same laws and for the same reasons 
that switchblades or concealed weapons are restricted, and in their country of origin they are no longer as 
common in urban areas as they were. 

"The name 'balisong' is likely derived from barangay (village) Balisong, part of the municipality of Taal, 
Batangas province, which along with the neighboring barangay Pandayan, were the original manufacturing 
centers of the knives in the Philippines.  It is also claimed that the meaning of the term balisong is derived from 
the Tagalog words baling sungay (literally, 'broken/folding horn') as the hilt of the blade was traditionally made 
from carved carabao and deer horn, as well as bones." 



Here is a review of the legal issues, as per Wikipedia:   

 In California, balisong/switchblade knives are legal to own, buy, sell, and transport if the length of the 
blade is not more than 2".  If the length of the blade is more than 2", they are illegal to buy, sell, transfer, 
or possess in public, although it is legal to possess one if kept at home.  

 In Michigan, the balisong is legal because it is classified as a "folding knife." 
 In Washington, the balisong is classified as a "spring blade knife," and under state law one cannot 

manufacture, sell, dispose of, or possess such knives.  

Wooden Golf Tees--two 

These wooden golf tees belonged to Frank Chester 
(Chet) Hendee, my father (1/3/1896 - 2/14/1974).  I 
don’t remember Daddy playing golf, nor could I date 
this type of tee online.  Perhaps he used them as a 
young man.  I displayed them on the printer's tray in 
my study these 45 years in my house. 
 
    
 
 
 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 


