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Bates County, Missouri holds the roots of Linda's and my Holwell and Moore ancestry.  Growing up, she and I 
heard many stories and details from Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, technically our great-aunt and step 
grandmother) and Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee).  We felt like we well-knew our ancestors, collateral 
line relatives, family friends and locations from "back home."  Grandpa (Percy Lee Moore) also grew up there,  
being born near the Moore family farm outside Butler, though he didn’t talk as much about those he knew so 
well.  

Mother and Daddy drove Grandma and Grandpa and the two of us to a Moore family reunion in Bates County 
in 1952, the summer I turned 8.  We stayed with Grandpa's sister, Gertie Cecil Moore Cummings, and husband, 
Hiram George Cummings, on their farm.  I have fond memories of the event 

and have written about 
it in other stories.  My 
main memory at Aunt 
Gertie's was being 
served fried chicken 
with mashed potatoes 
with gravy for 
breakfast!  Must be a 
typical farm 
breakfast… 

Linda and Cynthia on Aunt Gertie and Uncle Hi's farm                 siblings, Gertie and Percy Moore  
 

In my years of working on family history and writing up stories, I have 
been in communication with the director of the Bates County Museum, 
Peggy Buhr.  The museum is in Butler.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Ron's wife, Joyce Rich, 2016 

 
 
                                      from museum website  

 
 



As I processed family artifacts and wrote my Moore and Holwell stories, I sent copies to 
Peggy in hopes that files on the surnames of my Bates County relatives would be saved for 
future family historians or for any researchers into the history of the people of that county.  
Since three of the Holwell women taught in the county's one-room schoolhouses, this 
aspect could be of particular interest to the educational community.  My stories include 
photos of the people involved in each tale; after I scan family photos to save into my 
computer, I send them to a relative or to a museum, as they need to depart my house and go 
where they may be best preserved for future generations.  I chose to send the original 
photos of the schoolhouses, students and Holwell teachers to the Bates County Museum.  
Holwell relatives were sent email or hardcopies for their own files.              Peggy Buhr 
 
Along with photos, Linda and I were fortunate to have 
numerous other types of family items passed down to us.  I 
kept many in my home, mainly on display in my study, 
furnished and decorated in antiques. As the time came to 
begin cleaning out my house for an eventual move, I was 
glad to be in the position of deciding where such items would 
go for their best chance of posterity.  Many Holwell items 
went to second cousin, Patrick Holwell, who "knows" our 
Holwell ancestors as well as do I and loves preserving our 
shared history.  His daughter is also interested.  The few 
Moore items I had partly went to second cousin, Ron Rich, a 
Moore descendant.  Linda chose to keep a few items to see if 
her kids might be 
interested.  And, then many 
Holwell items and a couple 
of Moore items went to the 
Bates County Museum.  All 
were accompanied by the 
family history story I write 
for every photo, document, 
letter, and artifact.   
 
Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore 

in frame; Holwell lace 

 
 

Peggy was always so pleased to receive 
whatever I sent.  In April 2018, I was thrilled 
that she used my information and photos on our 
branch as the subject of her 10th annual Ladies' 
Spring Brunch!  See my story on this exciting 
event, "The Holwell Sisters!"     
 
Then, even more!  As I continued to send 
Holwell memorabilia, Peggy eventually 
announced that she and Chris Wimsatt, a man 
who works with her, were going to set up a 
Holwell display!  This was beyond exciting!  I 
went into high gear to process my remaining 
Holwell and Moore items, especially those that 
would go to the museum, so Peggy and Chris 



would know what all they had to work with.  It was to go up in April 2019, which it did, and remain up, as do 
all such displays, for 2 - 3 years!   
 
 As promised, Peggy sent pictures of the completed display, which was amazing 
to see our Holwell and Moore roots right out there for viewing by visitors to the 
Bates County Museum!   
 

 
 
The people featured are: 
 
 Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, Linda's and my maternal birth grandmother  
 Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, Minnie's sister and Linda's and my great-aunt and step grandmother  
 Percy Lee Moore, Linda's and my maternal grandfather and the husband of both Minnie and Sallie  
 Alice Leona Holwell Sartain, Minnie and Sallie's maternal aunt 
 
What a family honor to those items that did make it into the display~~~ 
 

 Aunt Alice's school bell, probably also used by Sallie 
 Sallie's membership card for the Missouri State Teachers' Association  
 Objects of Sallie's high school graduation from Adrian High School that I had framed (spoon, pin, 

graduation photo) 
 Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins' button box  (Minnie and Sallie's grandmother)  
 Minnie's hair receiver and powder container set 
 Sallie's china plate featuring yellow dahlias 
 Holwell floral-painted glass rolling pin 
 Sallie's Kodak camera of 1916 and photo of her holding it when new 
 Holwell embroidered doily under camera 
 Minnie's autograph album 
 Class photo of Sallie and her students at Prairie Rose School in 1916 (top shelf) 
 Class photo of Aunt Alice and her students at "Adrian School" c. 1899 (middle shelf, left) 
 Class photo of Minnie and her students at Mingo School in 1909-10 (middle shelf, right) 
 Holwell ecru embroidered long scarf  (under Percy's items)  
 Photo of Percy Lee Moore, c. 1960 (bottom shelf) 
 Cup used by Percy Lee Moore as a child 
 Percy Lee Moore's pocket watch, folding knife and chain set  

The backdrop cloth is not a family item, but something from the museum, as is the framed item above the pedestal.   

To the left side of the case is a pedestal with a binder containing my stories for all items displayed.  It is labeled "The 
Holwell Family."  I do hope people will read the stories for a full history of the displayed items.  The accounts for the 
class photos also contain the names of any students identified in the pictures, which would be of great help to the 
descendants of these pupils!   How special that all three Holwell women are represented in the school pictures.  



 



When Peggy sent the display photos, she wrote the following:   

Dear Cynthia ~ 

The display has come together beautifully, and I hope you are well pleased with the presentation.  We have a 
Holwell Family notebook next to the display case that has copies of your wonderful descriptions of the artifacts 
and their stories.  This is an excellent addition to our museum, and we are thrilled to be the caretakers of your 
family history.  Thank you for allowing us to keep the stories of Minnie and Sallie alive! (…and Percy, too!)  

 Warmest regards, my friend ~ 

 Peggy 

-------------------------------------------- 

I am reconfirmed in the realization that, not only are the past and 

present woven of the same thread, the past is neither dead nor distant; 

it continues to exert a genuine and potent force on both present and 

future, on all that is and is to come. 

 

In these last days, I have come to believe that we are none of us so 

estranged from our ancestral heritage that we no longer feel its age-old 

rhythm in the pulse and flow of the blood through our veins. The lives of 

previous generations can be traced in the lines of our hands and the 

meditations of our hearts. For we are not ourselves alone; we are all 

that has gone before. 

 

            Stephen Lawhead from The Black Rood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


