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OK, so maybe it isn't unusual to have two women named Ida mentioned on the front page of the McCook 
Tribune of McCook, Nebraska in September 1902, but perhaps less likely that they have a family connection.  
One lived in nearby Omaha and the other in Canton, Ohio.  One was a teacher at the Nebraska State School for 
the Deaf, while the other was a former First Lady..."former," as her husband, President William McKinley, had 
been assassinated the year before; he would still have been president for another 3½ years of his second term 
were it not for Leon Czolgosz. 
 
So, what was the connection between these two Idas?   
 
Ida Gabriella Cole Hendee was married to Olin Wood Hendee.  Olin was one brother of Frank Clark Hendee, 
Linda's and my grandfather.  Frank Clark was the father of our father, Frank Chester (Chet) Hendee, and the 
husband of our grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee.  Ida and Olin had one child, Maurea (Rhea) Pearl 
Hendee Sanborn.  Rhea is Linda's and my first cousin, once removed.  When we were kids, Mother and Daddy 
stopped in Omaha during a trip for a visit with Rhea and Ida, sitting on the front porch of their lovely old home.  
Mother recalls that Ida and Rhea communicated at least some in sign language.  I don't know why they did this, 
but we do know Ida was apparently fluent in sign language as a teacher at the State School for the Deaf.   
Perhaps Ida had become hard-of-hearing, with Rhea learning how to communicate with her.  
 

While I do not have any photos of Ida, I do have 
four of Rhea, the earliest at age 7 and the most 
recent in 1922 with her first cousin, my aunt, Mary 
Lu Hendee Huzzey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rhea Hendee at age 7..…and 

with her cousin, Mary  
Lu Hendee Huzzey (r.) 
in 1922 

 
 

     
                                      Olin Wood Hendee  

 
The second Ida was Ida Saxton McKinley (picture to left), wife of the 25th 
President of the United States, William McKinley.  
 
Why am I interested in this First Lady?  Well, to me, she is "Cousin Ida."  
While I have a vast amount of historical material on this third cousin, twice 
removed, this is not the story in which to recount it, but just to comment on the 



familial relationship. The reason I even know of this is that in my original copy of  
Pioneers of Fairfield County, Ohio, Grandma Hendee (Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee) had written on pages 192-
193 on the Ashbaugh line that she and Ida were third cousins.  They share common great-great-grandparents, 
Johannes and Mrs. Ashbaugh.  This has since been verified, and I have had fun expanding on my knowledge 
and learning a huge amount about Ida.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
         Note that Grandma Hendee refers to Ida as  

                      "Mrs. Pres. McKinley."  
 
 

 
 
       William, Ida, and her inauguration dress  

        on display in the Smithsonian  



One tidbit worth going into here is that the National First Ladies' 
Library is in the Canton girlhood home of Ida.  Two friends, 
Kathy (twice) and LaDean, have toured it, finding it well 
worthwhile, as has niece, Connee Festerly Campbell, who lives in 
Canton and is down the Ashbaugh line.  Do take an online tour----
absolutely lovely.  

 
While I may not make it there, I did send for 
two items from their gift shop, which I have 
displayed on the what-not shelf in my antique 
study.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One is a medallion from a photo of Ida, that Kathy reported 
hangs in the entry, and a plate with Ida's signature 
chrysanthemums.  It seems each First Lady has her own items in 
these series.  
 
So, how does all this fold into the relationship of Ida Hendee to Ida McKinley?  It is not a blood relationship, 
but one by marriage where Ida Hendee and Jennie, the blood relative of the First Lady, are sisters-in-law.  So, 
good enough---when the front page of the newspaper below came back to my attention in my computer files, I 
was intrigued that both Idas were there, both my relatives.  When Ida Hendee perhaps read this newspaper, 
seeing her own name, did she have any idea that her sister-in-law, Jennie, was related to the Ida in the story two 
columns over?  If one did not already know the name of the former First Lady, one would not learn it here, as 
she is referred to only as "Mrs. McKinley."    
 
A reprint of the front page of the McCook Tribune is below, with my transcriptions of both stories following.  
Ida Hendee is the only teacher listed as "Mrs.," whereas the other female teachers are all "Miss."  It seems like 
quite a career for Ida to have pursued, and one can wonder how and why she learned sign language.  



 
 



STATE SCHOOL FOR DEAF 
Opens September 17 with Buildings and Everything In Good Shape 

OMAHA Neb Sept 15 (1902) 
 
The state school for the deaf at this city opens September 17 in good shape.  During the vacation about $2000 has been 
spent in repairs and improvements. Four changes have been made in the staff of teachers. Superintendent Stewart looks 
forward to a very full school as a great many applications have come in during the summer, and, so far as known, most of 
the children who were there last year will return.  Through vacation a great deal of repairing has been done on the 
buildings, which adds not only taste and beauty, but healthfulness and comfort to all connected with the school besides 
preserving the buildings. The superintendent anticipates an attendance of about 180 this year.  Last year the enrollment 
reached 177, which is the highest number reached in any one school year in the history of the institution. Following is a 
list of the teachers:  W. H. Rothert; L. A, Divine; C. E. Comp; Mrs. Ida Hendee; Miss Ota Crawford; Miss May 
Autenrieth, manual; A. E. Pope, head oral; Harry F. Best; Miss Cora Jack; Miss Lillian Bamford; Miss A. A. Regnier; 
Miss Mary McNamar; Miss Laura B. Robie; Miss Anna B. Kirkpatrick, oral. 

----------------------------------------------- 
AROUND HIS TOMB 

Canton citizens do homage to McKinley's Memory. 
 

LOVE OF THE BEREAVED WIFE 
She Lays the Customary Bouquet on 
Her Husband's Bier and Judge Day 

Eulogizes His Dead Chieftain in  
Appropriate Words 

CANTON O   Sept 15  
 
There was a general observance of McKinley memorial day in the city which claimed him as its own.   From almost every 
pulpit, there was reference in prayer or address to him and his work  His favorite hymns were used.  The address that 
attracted most attention here was that given by Judge William R. Day, McKinley's secretary of state and a friend and 
adviser of McKinley for years.  The address was delivered in the First Methodist Episcopal church, of which McKinley 
was a member.  A portrait of the late president, around which were the folds of the Stars and Stripes, and emblematic of 
his patriotic spirit was displayed.  In the Catholic church a special mass was said, and some of the priests made references 
to McKinley, they having known him personally.  Although deeply conscious of the fact that just one year ago her 
beloved husband died, Mrs. McKinley did not vary the program followed by her for several months.  All days to her have 
been memorial days.  Her usual trip to West Lawn cemetery was taken this forenoon, and she laid love's offering of 
flowers on the casket that contains the remains of the nation's martyred chief.  Mrs. Garrett A. Hobart, who is her guest, 
went with her into the McKinley tomb and also laid a bouquet of flowers on the coffin.  Their drive took them to the 
McKinley family burial lots, where bouquets were laid by Mrs. McKinley's direction.  During the day there were many 
visitors at the McKinley vault.  Judge Day's tribute to his martyred chief was, in part, as follows.  "This tragedy which fills 
our hearts with grief has a lesson for the living and calls upon the lawmakers to enforce laws for the suppression and 
punishment of those who teach or practice the dreadful tenets of this code of lawlessness and ruin."  Referring to the early 
life of McKinley, he heard the call of his country to serve.   He said, "From the high school her sons and at once stepped 
into the ranks as a defender of the union.  His associates in arms, officers in his regiment, included such lawyers as Hayes 
and Matthews and their companionship.  While a valiant soldier, he determined to adopt the legal profession as his calling 
should he survive the perils of war."  Referring to the Spanish-American War, Judge 
Day said, "He determined to do all within his official duties to benefit the Cuban 
people, to relieve the strain on our people and, if possible, to accomplish these ends 
without an appeal to arms.  These purposes are the key to his Cuban policy steadily 
pursued with much accomplished, when the unlooked-for happened in the 
treacherous anchoring of the Maine, by which she became the easy prey of malicious 
persons bent on her destruction.  The president felt he could not look upon a 
peaceful settlement which did not involve the withdrawal of Spain from this 
continent, and he promptly advised our minister at Madrid that only such a 
settlement would be satisfactory."  
 
By all accounts I have seen, Ida and William were truly deeply devoted to each other.  Their story has many facets, some 
sad and disturbing, as well as many heartfelt, and is worth reading.  


