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This will of Johannes Seitz 
was provided by third 
cousin, Karl Seitz, a major 
Seitz family historian, from 
whom I have gained so much 
Seitz information.  
 
The first page, to the right, is 
in German, the country of 
Johannes' birth and from 
which he emigrated with his 
wife, Catherine, in 1764.  
Johannes is my 4x great 
grandfather---maybe; there is 
some doubt if his son, 
Ludwig/Lewis, my 3x great 
grandfather, is actually their 
son or that of the son of a 
German landowner and an 
unmarried servant, cousin of 
Johannes. Cousin Karl Seitz 
has done extensive research 
on this issue, including DNA 
investigation.  Either way, 
Lewis was brought over on 
the Richmond by Johannes 
and Catherine.  The story of 
Lewis is well-documented 
elsewhere.   
 
I believe that I spotted the 
names of Johannes Seitz 
(twice), Catherine Seitz and 
Ludwig Seitz, as underlined 
in red.  
 
It was exciting to learn that this 
will was translated and 
transcribed, as found in a 
website.  Many thanks to those 
who accomplished this!   
 
The passage below of excepts 
from this will included a 
history of Johannes and 
Catherine, which is in another 
document, as well as 
information on Ludwig/Lewis.  



I reprint this with credit to "Genealogy.com, Puschinsky/Denman/Ealy of Traverse City, MI."  

"Excerpts from the Will of Johannes Seitz: 
 
".. my wife Catherine Seitz should live and stay on my property after I am dead until it is paid for .... all of my 
children should inherit equally with the exception of the oldest son Ludwig Seitz, should stead have either six 
pounds of gold or silver. ... my wife Catherine should have that part of the property that is interest, the capital 
should be equally divided after her death among the children.. and she shall have on third of... her bed, mattress 
and what goes with it. a cow, a calf, a pig, and the big Bible and a flower garden ... after her death it should go 
to the children.  .... my daughters should each have a bed and what goes with it and horse and bridle.. In 
addition each of them should receive a cow... It is my last will that my son in law Henrich Keller, and also my 
wife, Catherine Seitz and also Joseph Leib should be the executors of my estate.... sign it on the 20th day of 
December in the year 1792..."   
 
I well remember when I first saw a will containing the passing of a bed to a wife. I also saw in a letter where an 
ancestor, upon the death of her husband, brought her bed with her when going to stay with one of her adult 
children.  In amazement, I commented on this to Cousin Karl, who informed me that beds were very important 
items back then.  So, now I pay attention when the subject of beds comes up!   
 
Onward with our document….   Here are the second and third pages, a legal document, with my transcription 
below.  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
York County, Pa.    Before me  Jacob Barnitz, Regr.  
Registry for the probate of Wills and granting Letters of Administration ______ for the County of York the 
State of Pennsylvania  personally came Peter Brillhart and Frederick Groff the two subscribing witnesses to this 
foregoing Instrument of Writing, and the said Frederick Groff and his Solemn Oath, and the said Peter Brillhart 
and his Solemn Affirmation has conscientiously scrupling the taking of an oath Do severally say that they were 
personally present and said and heard the above named John Seitz sign his name unto and seal and publish the 
foregoing Instrument of Writing as and for his Last Will and Testament and that at the time of the doing thereof 
he the said John Seitz was of a sound & disposing mind, memory and understanding to the best of  their 
knowledge and belief; And that they subscribe their names thereto as witnesses in the presence of the said 
Testator and at his request, and also in the presence of each other at the same time.   
 
Sworn, Affirmed and   (signature of Peter Brillhart) 
Subscribed at York   (signature of Frederick Groff)  
__________ 
A.D. 1793  
Before me J. Barnitz, Regr.. 
       (fancy flourish)         # 



The name of Jacob Barnitz is found elsewhere online performing similar services for others in York County. 
Peter Brillhart is also mentioned, specifically in PENNSYLVANIA ORIGINAL LAND RECORDS SERIES FOR 
YORK COUNTY, PA.  

Below is the fourth and final page sent by Karl as part of this document, accompanied by my transcription.  
 
 
 

April 8th 1793  
Last Will & Testament 
of John Seitz _____ 
 _____ April 3th 1793 all 
_____ affirmed inventory 
rec'd  _____ & _____ _____ 
in a year or when legally 
thereunto required.  
 
  (unreadable) 
 
Inventory filed same day  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When I am unable to read such old legal documents, I find it helpful to Google surrounding key words, and the 
mystery word is often found among them.  It also helps to go back on subsequent days, as an unknown word 
can suddenly appear legible.  It is fun to solve these puzzles as best as I can!  Even with all efforts, mistakes are 
surely made, and future family researchers may well make corrections and changes.   
 
In addition, Karl provided the inventory mentioned above.  The inventory is the first five pages below, which 
are in German.  It may say "gold:" near the end of page 5, of interest, as we know above that "gold or silver" is 
to be given to Ludwig/Lewis.  Also, it looks like "Catarina Seitz" is about 9 lines from the bottom of this page.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
My transcription of page six (to right) follows.  
It includes the names of the three executors 
listed above and looks like each name is 
written by the person themselves and also 
written more legibly by an official.  
 
Exhibited into the Register's office at York the 
8th day of April 1793  
By   
 
Catharina Seitz (looks like extra letters at end???)  
Catharina Seitz  
 
Joseph Leib 
Joseph Leib     Executors  
 
Henrich Keller  
Henrich Keller  
 
(Sideways) : 
 
Inventory of the Estate of  
John Seitz  _____________ 
 
(Flourishes and maybe a signature) 
 
 
 



Karl also sent a third document to accompany the will and inventory, 
the  Administration Account.  He commented, "The smaller page is the 
cover, which may or may not have been some sort of envelope 
containing the actual document."  He further stated that it appeared that 
the next two pages were originally one page, but needed to be copied as 
two.  
 
The penmanship is a work of art, with flourishes throughout.  
 
My transcription and comments follow these documents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Cover:  
 
 March 22. 1799 
 
Administration Acct. 
of the Estate of   
 John Seitz deceased  
 
 (flourish)  
 
(looks like a signature, starting with a C) 
 
 (flourish) 
 
 
Page 1: 
 
 The account of Catherine Seitz, Henry Keller and Joseph Leib (taped over, probably "Executors") of the 
last Will and Testament of John Seitz, late of Shrewsbury Township in the county, York, yeoman deceased, as 
follows, to wit,  
 
     The said accountants charge themselves with all & singular the Goods and Chattels Rights and Credits which 
were of the said deceased at the time of his death, according to an Inventory of Appraisement thereof Exhibited 
& remaining in the Registers office at York, amounting to the sum of  £217. 7..5 -  
 



 Also with the advance of sales ……………………………………………….70..4 - 4 p.  
 
 Also with the price of deceased's plantation, sold (agreeable to will) unto Henry Keller in March 1798 
for £1200  Payable as follows    £500 in hand, £60.   1200 . .  0 . 0 
 
 The said accountants pray an allowance for their several payments and disbursements out of said Estate. 
 Viz.  
 
By Cash pd.  The Register for Letters Testimony of     £1.,  8.,   0  
 1. John and Jacob Statler in discharge of a Bond, as p. bond .(?)     30   0    0 
 2. Ditto  do    as pd. do     30 0   0 
 3. Ditto  do    as pd. do     30    0   0 
 4. Ditto  do    as pd. do     30    0   0  
 5. Ditto  do    as pd. do     30    0   0 
 6. Ditto   do    as pd.  do        20    0   0 
 7. Phillip Nickum for Crying Vendue   preet (?)       1   17   6 
 8. Ferdinand Walfastert (?) for Clerking do   pd.  do     …   13   17 
 9. Charles Diehl for Smith Work    pd.  do     …   18     5 
 
They also pray an allowance for Sundries  
 willed to the widow for which they are charged  
 in the inventory                   25     0      0 
 
 
Page 2:  
 
Henry Keller in March 1798 for £1200 - 
Payable as follows,  £500 in hand   £60. 
on the 1st of May 1799 and from there 
yearly the sum of £60. till paid  
      
     £1487     11    9½  
 
Exhibited into the Register's  

office at York the 22d    } 

day of March A.D. 1799 

  By     Henrich  Keller } Executors affirmed  

 Joseph Lipe  (sic)   before me  
 
     J. Barnitz Regr.  
          (flourish) 
 

Willed to the widow for which they are charged     } 

in the inventory ……………………………. ……   25..    0.     0 
 
The clerk for stating this account (?)       s.    60     0 

The registers fees for examining passing and }   s.        6.    3 

filing this acct. (?):  and giving notice  
 



The Clerk of Orphans' Court fees       …       8.    9 
 

The allowance to these Accountants for their  } 

Trouble and expenses in Administering -  11            5     0 
 
Balance in the hands of these accountants         }     
to be disposed of according to testator's Will            1273..        4     9 
   (part of which is not yet  (?) -______ 
       ________________ 
               £1487        4    97 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
This was an interesting and informative document to delve into…to learn new terms and have yet another peek 
into the end of the 1700s and the life (well, death) of Johannes Seitz.   
 
Some of my transcription is done through use of the Internet.  Words indecipherable to me could be puzzled out 
by typing in recognizable words around them, revealing the mystery word in context.  Eventually, I became 
somewhat familiar with the writing style.  
 
I learned several legal terms, such as " pray an allowance." 
 
I first was stymied by "do," though looking like it was written with a superscript as "do."  It turns out "do" is an 
abbreviation for "ditto" and can be used in place of the usual " mark.    
 
This was written in 1799, six years following the previous documents in this story.  
 
I did not solve my question of why America was still using British pounds, shillings and pence, as noted by £ , 
"s" and "p" throughout.  I was sure that a simple Internet search would reveal the answer, but, if there, I sure 
didn’t find it.  "The History of American Money" stated, "Early American currency went through several stages 
of development in colonial and post-Revolutionary history of the United States. During the American 
Revolution, the colonies became independent states; freed from British monetary regulations to fund the war 
effort.  There were three general types of money in the colonies of British America: specie (coins), paper money 
and commodity money.  Commodity money was used when cash (coins and paper money) was scarce. 
Commodities such as tobacco, beaver skins, and wampum served as money at various times and places."  
  
Interesting, but, it didn’t go into when we switched from pounds to dollars.   

"Money in Colonial Times" brings us close to the year in question with, "The 1792 Coinage Act adopted the 
decimal system and combined Alexander Hamilton's idea of a bimetallic standard with Thomas Jefferson's 
proposal that the dollar be the standard unit of money."   

OK, so why does the Johannes document still refer to pounds?  At any rate, one learns so much from genealogy.  

We find that Henry (Henrich) Keller purchased Johannes' property, here referred to as a "plantation," in 1798.  
 
Imagine my surprise when I saw the term "Orphans' Court fee," as Catherine was still very much alive, dying in 
1823.   But, research provided the answer:  "The name 'Orphans' is the name the Court derived from the general 
definition of 'orphan' as one lacking protection, not the common association of a child deprived by the death of 



his or her parents. It is the Court's mission to insure that the best interests of those persons and entities, who are 
'orphans' in the general sense of the word, are not compromised." 
 
Johannes (now John) was termed as a "yeoman,"  Of the two choices online, here this likely meant, "a man 
holding and cultivating a small landed estate; a freeholder." 
 
Charles Diehl was paid "for Smith Work."  For years, through family records, I had Catherine's birth name as 
"Diehl," which was supported by Edward Seitz Shumaker (1867-1929).  However, Caral Mechling Bennett (a 
Seitz descendant) has concluded that Catherine's maiden name was "Ripp/Ruep," stating that The Early 
Families of York County (Dull) uses the name "Reup." 
 
Another term I had trouble deciphering was whatever Phillip Nickum was paid to do.  I first translated this as 
"frying vendue."   Hmmm…  .  But, I later noticed that the first letter of "frying" matched the "C" in "Clerk of 
Orphans' Court fees."  Thus, this phrase became "crying vendue," which is, indeed, a thing, as online sources 
explained:   
 
"A 'vendue' is simply another word for auction and is a reference to the sale of household goods and farm items 
tasking place after a death.  Country sales or 'vendues' were social as well as economic events in the local 
community, where large crowds gathered to bid on items and marvel at the glib and amusing patter of the 
'Fendu-Groyer' or auctioneer."   
 
'Crying' is indicating that Phillip was the auctioneer. 
 
An aside…  While the vendue for the Seitz goods does not show a payment for whiskey, an interesting tidbit 
from a similar document in 1823 is that, "Whiskey at the auction was not unheard of during this time period. 
Whether it had a positive impact on prices or brought additional purchasers to the auction is another matter 
entirely." 
 
To summarize, the issues that were involved in this Administration Account from the estate of Johannes Seitz in 
1799 were the sale of his plantation, advance of sales, discharging bonds, crying vendue, clerking, smith work, 
sundries for Catherine, clerk fees, register's fees, clerk of Orphans' Court fees, and allowance to accountants; a 
balance remained.  
 
All very interesting, and I again say a big thank you to Cousin Karl Seitz for sending 
these documents and for a peek into the times of our Seitz family 218 - 224 years ago.  


