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 OK---maybe I have this story sorted out---after discussions with a 
couple of family members over the years.  Or, maybe not….any loose 
ends are left to the next Seitz researcher.  One would think living to 
103½ should qualify to "win" the Last Man Standing Club, but that has 
been in dispute, and there were some amazingly long-lived members of 
the G.A.R. Stanton Post 55 of Los Angeles---quite the competition.   
 
My great grandfather, George Washington Seitz, was a fifer in the 
Civil War.  His service in this horrific conflict seemed to be a matter of 
great pride to him and to his daughter, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee, 
my grandmother.  Both he and Grandma Hendee saved a large number 
of clippings pertaining to George's participation in the Stanton Post.   
 
Refer to my other stories on his service and this organization, 
especially the one on "Newspaper Article on George Charging into 
Battle" in which the topic is well-covered. 
 
First, it was family lore, passed down by Grandma Hendee, that her 
father did "win" the honor of "Last Man Standing" for this post, so that 
is what I went by in my writings and verbal story-telling.  Great 
Grandfather George died on July 9, 1945.  
 
But, then, while researching this topic, I ran across a newspaper article 
from the Los Angeles Times from September 21, 1949 that a Charles L. 
Chappel, age 102, died on September 19, 1949, clearly beating George 
by four years.  They were in the same post, as noted in the article, "The 
Commander of the three-man Stanton Post 55, the GAR's largest…"   
Since this only allows us to think of Charles as an aged man, it is of 
interest to go back 84 years to when he was a mere lad:  "At 17, 
Chappel enlisted in Company B, 10th New York Infantry, as a private 
and, as a private, he stood picket duty at Appomattox Courthouse April 

9, 1865 when Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered."  This paints a vivid picture of history.   (Grandma Hendee, 
George's daughter, was born exactly a year later.) 
 
But, adding to the last man "contest" results, the Times article further states that even Charles did not win:  "The 
two Stanton Post members left, who thus are the last men in the Last Man's Club, are Douglas Story, 104, and 
William Magee, 105.  In 1935, the club's 44 members swore that the last survivor of the group would drink a 
toast to his departed comrades in salute." 
 
Further rubbing in this blot on our Seitz family lore, the Los Angeles Times continued with the theme on 
October 26, 1949 with interesting information about the gavel of the post:  "Last Two GAR Post Members Hold 
Meeting      A gavel made from a stairway rail in Abraham Lincoln's Springfield home banged to the table and a 
feeble voice called the meeting to order. Wielding the gavel was Douglas T. Story, who will be 105 next 



November 24.  Only one man responded to the call to order, William Allen Magee, 103 last August 19, in 
whose home the meeting was held.  It was the annual meeting of the Last Man Club of Stanton Post, Grand 
Army of the  Republic, said to be the only active GAR post remaining in the nation.  Principal business of 
yesterday's meeting was to honor the memory of Charles L. Chappel of Long Beach, who died last month at the 
age of 102 and who was succeeded by Story as commander of the post.  And then the meeting adjourned, 
probably for the last time. Both men are growing weak and even the strain of yesterday's meeting was almost 
too much for them." 
 
I wonder what happened to this gavel as an amazing piece of history.   
 
So, now I was stuck saying that George lost the contest, at best, coming in fourth.  
 
But, then, here comes Cousin Karl Seitz to the rescue by saying, "Wait a minute, not so fast…" 
 
Karl wrote, "A short story is in the Akron Beacon Journal saying George was the last man in his Last Man 
Club.  You told me you had discovered it wasn't true, but this is evidence that the story had spread at the time."  
Karl included a scan of the article:   
 
The Akron Beacon Journal  (Akron, Ohio) · Wed, Jul 11, 1945 · Main Edition · Page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well, that's our George, all right, but, it doesn’t make sense with the information above of three members 
remaining after George's earlier passing.  What about those really old guys clearly still "with us?"  So, back I 
went to my writings and information of many years ago to see where I had obtained my tale.  This certainly 
reinforces what my genealogy teacher of times past emphasized, "Return to your materials periodically, as new 
findings will shed light and perspective on what you have done before."  So true!   
 
In the big, black binder I put together so long ago of Grandma Hendee's scraps of paper and clippings and backs 
of envelopes and original books…and so on, there was an article that may solve the mystery: 
 
 
 
 
 



It is dated July 12, 1945.  All writing is by me, but the underlining at 
the bottom, stating that George attributed his longevity to lack of 
liquor and tobacco, is by Grandma Hendee (Jennie), reinforcing her 
own values, I assume.  The relevant phrase is, "…the last man of the 
charter members of the famous last man's club…"  
 
SOOOO, perhaps this answers the question, that George was part of 
the charter members, passing on as the last of that group, with 
Charles, Douglas and William joining the G.A.R. later, and therefore, 
not being charter members.   
 
Since we know from the article below that George joined in 1865, just 
as it started up, and verified by the comment in his obituary that he 
was a charter member, that must have occurred in Ohio, from where 
he served, hence the placement of the article in an Ohio newspaper.  
 
This is the best I can do at this time on the ongoing discussion of the 
winner of the Last Man Club---until further evidence or interpretation 
is brought forth.   
 
On some side notes, we have numerous newspaper articles and 
mementoes saved by George and Jennie pertaining to George's 
participation in the G.A.R.  Below are two of these articles, preceded 
by my transcriptions:  
 
CENTENARIANS   George W. Seitz, 101, left, congratulates Dr. 
John W. Dill on his 100th birthday anniversary. Dr. Dill voted and 
fought for President Lincoln.   
 
 

INSTRUCTOR  George Seitz, 99, who has been elected patriotic instructor for Stanton Post, G.A.R. 
Nonagenarian in G.A.R. Plans Busy Year in New Post 
 
Assuming the responsibilities of a new office in his 99th year, George Seitz, patriotic instructor for Stanton Post 
of G.A.R., yesterday began to plan for a busy year. 
 
Born in Lancaster O., Dec. 18, 1841, Comrade 
Seitz was a musician (fifer) in Company F, 159th 
Ohio Infantry during the Civil War.  He became a 
member of the G.A.R. in 1865 when it was 
organized a year after the close of the war.  
 
Since that time, he has held continuous 
membership in the organization, transferring to  
Stanton Post when he came to Los Angeles in 
1906.  The local post of the Grand Army is the 
largest in the United States and the only one with 
all officers' chairs filled.  Seitz lives at 4227 
Halldale Ave.                                                                             George was featured on a railway ticket at age 99 



 



Since the newspaper identified where George lived, 4227 Halldale Avenue in Los Angeles, it seemed 
appropriate to include a photo of the house, which I believe George built.  He lived there with Grandma 
Hendee.  I don't know when Aunt Mary (Jennie's daughter) and Uncle Clarence moved in to take care of her, 
but they were always there when we came out to visit from Denver.  For me, those visits symbolized the ocean, 
Disneyland, Knott's Berry Farm, warm weather, and a palm tree in Grandma Hendee's front yard…wonderful 
times and generating my dream to live in California, as eventually came to be!  The photo below was during 
one visit in 1960.  Aunt Mary died in 1957, so is not pictured.  She had a lantana in the back corner by the 
garage, and thanks to Mother suggesting we honor her, she and I planted one in my front yard, thriving well to 
this day.  I also planted a sago palm as a happy reminder of my "California Dreamin'" inspiration below.   

Linda Jean Hendee Eagan; Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry; Clarence Huzzey, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee, Laura Louise Hendee, 
Alice (housekeeper) 

 
 
What with the photos above of 
George as an elderly man, it 
seemed nice to show him here at a 
young and handsome age, perhaps 
when he got married in 1865 to 
Mary Elizabeth Larimer.  
 
George held me on his lap when I 
was a baby!  

 
 
 
 
 
  George's G.A.R. badge  

 
 
 
 



 
So, out of all this, who did win the Stanton Post 55 "Last Man Club?"   And, the winner is….. William Allen 
Magee. 
 
Douglas Story passed on first at age 107 (good grief!) on April 22, 1952.  Find-A-Grave informs us, "Mr. Story 
ran away from home twice in the early days of the conflict, only to be brought back home by his father.  He 
finally succeeded in enlisting at the age of 18.  A veterans' affairs spokesman said only four other Civil War 
troopers are still alive in the nation." 
 
Also from Find-A-Grave, "William Magee claimed to have been born on August 19, 
1846 and died on January 23, 1953 at age 106, thinning the nation's ranks of Union 
veterans to two.  The old soldier, who ran away from his Ohio home as a 13-year-old 
youth to become a bugle boy with Gen. Sherman on his historic march to the sea, was a 
veteran of five of the nation's wars.  Prior to Sgt. Magee's passing, he affirmed, 'Haven't 
had a drink of liquor myself for the past 50 years.  And when I did drink, it was pure 
corn whiskey that the mountaineers made. It was good for a man.'" 
 
And, so ends the saga of the Last Man Club, both for the Stanton Post 55 and perhaps for 
the charter members of the Grand Army of the Republic.   
                       Minié ball from Civil War,  
                         passed down by Grandma Hendee  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                                    100th birthday  
 

 
      George Washington Seitz 


