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Such a small thing, and it has survived all these years….   Is 
it big enough to be a cream pitcher?  The reader can well 
imagine the myriad of sizes and styles my online search 
brought up in the "vintage cream pitcher" category…large, 
small, decorative, functional, plain, beautiful.  While I did 
not find any matches, there were a few that appeared in the 
smaller category.  There is no writing on the bottom  
 
"Milk glass is an opaque or translucent, milk white or 
colored glass that can be blown or pressed into a wide 
variety of shapes. First made in Venice in the 16th century, 
colors include blue, pink, yellow, brown, black, and the 
white that led to its popular name." 
 

  
                                3½" x 2" 
 
Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) shared that it originally belonged to her own grandmother, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins, who turned it over to Sallie when she was a child.  Grandma saved it 
through all the years, eventually passing it on to me, where it has lived on my what-not shelf, still enjoyed by 
this Holwell descendant.  I don't remember if Grandma used it on her kitchen table as an adult.  Once again, oh, 
to have an hour with Grandma---or any of my ancestors.  
                                   
 
 
 

 
It is easy to picture this proper little girl playing 
house with family dishes.  I love this photo of 
Grandma!  She is here with her two brothers, 
Willard Henry Holwell and Raymond Virgil 
Holwell, Sr..  I don't know why the fourth sibling is 

not in the picture…Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, Linda's and my birth grandmother.  (Sallie married 
Grandpa---Percy Lee Moore---3 years after Minnie died of tuberculosis.)   It would be nice to know more about 
her lovely and intriguing piece of jewelry.   What a pretty dress!  Two bows!   Those long curls!     



Linda's and my mother, Laura Louise Moore Hendee, knew her great-grandmother, Mary, who died when 
Mother was 13.  In her later years, Mary moved in with her daughter, Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell 
Holwell, on the Holwell family farm outside Adrian, Missouri.  After the younger Mary's husband (Robert 
Emmet Holwell) died, she and her mother moved out to Colorado Springs to live near their family.  Mother's 
mother had already died, but the three siblings in the photo above all lived in Colorado by then.   
 
Mary's first married name was "Holwell."  After her husband, James Holwell, died, she later married Nathaniel 
Jenkins.  James was much older when Mary married him at the age of 14.  He had emigrated from Roscommon, 
Ireland in the mid-1850s.  
 
It is extra-special to have a picture of Grandma and her grandmother together when Grandma was a child---
likely around the time Mary turned this dainty pitcher over to her!  Grandma is the child, and Mary is the older 
woman in the white headscarf and holding a feather duster.   Actually, this is the only picture I have of these 
two together, unless another surfaces as I continue to process family items.  

L. to R.  John Logan Holwell, with his pet horse, Pearl;   minister’s wife, Mrs. Scott;    Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell 
Jenkins,    Sallie Marie Holwell Moore,    Arthur Scott (minister’s son)      

 
This was taken about 1899, with the information shared with me by Grandma:  "This was Grandmother Jenkins' 
farm about 2 miles north of Adrian---near Crescent Hill Cemetery where my father, Robert E  Holwell, is 
buried.  Crescent Hill was not a town, but more of a settlement."   She further shared that the living room was 
the far right window.  The sitting room was right in front.  Mary lived here with two of her children, Alice and 
John.   (Alice and John later moved to White Sulphur Springs, Montana.) 
 
Note the can on the porch.  I love the carriage!  Apparently, the minister took the picture---thank goodness, as it 
is a true family treasure!   
 
And, now it is time for this sweet little pitcher to make its way back to its roots in Bates County, Missouri for a 
Holwell display in the Bates County Museum.  It likely began its journey from Missouri to Colorado Springs to 
Denver to Manteca, California in the house in this beloved photo. 


