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A fairly large envelope, with Grandma's (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore's) 
name on it, held three small clippings.  This may be an endearment and a 
description of Grandma--or is just addressing it to her; I don’t recognize 
the handwriting.           Laura Louise Moore Hendee 

              June  1940 
            

Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee) graduated from Colorado State College in Greeley in June 1940.  She 
enrolled in graduate school that summer.     
          

Here are the clippings inside the envelope.  Mother wrote "Keep this   Butler Dem."  The Butler Democrat ran 
from 1882-1959 in Mother's hometown of Butler, Bates County, Missouri. 
 

MISS MOORE IN COLORADO COLLEGE 
 
Miss Laura Louise Moore, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Percy 
L. Moore, 1423 W. Colorado Avenue, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., has enrolled in the summer school at the Colorado 
State College of Education at Greeley, Colo., to begin 
work on her masters degree.  She received her A. B. 
degree June 7 at the Greeley college.  She has been 
employed as supervisor of student teachers in English and 
foreign languages at Gilcrest, Colo.  The Gilcrest high 
school, twelve miles from Greeley, is a student teacher 
center, affiliated with Colorado State College of 
Education.   Laura Louise was born near Butler, Mo.  Her 
mother, the former Minnie Holwell, was a well-known 
teacher at the Bates County schools.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Klawz, the Bear  

              mascot since 1926 

 



Again in Mother's handwriting is "Send this back  Adrian Journal."  That newspaper began in 1889 and remains 
in publication.  My relatives continued to receive it even after moving to Colorado Springs and later to Denver; 
Grandma maintained close ties with "back home."  

 
Mrs. R. E. Holwell, of Colorado Springs, in remitting for her 
subscription this week, tells something of the progress of Miss Laura 
Louise Moore in educational work.  Laura Louise is a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Percy Moore.  She is now enrolled at the Colorado state 
college at Greeley, working on her Master degree.  Miss Moore has 
been supervisor of student teachers in English and foreign languages at 
Gilcrest, Colorado.  She was born in Shawnee township, southeast of 
Adrian.  Her mother was Minnie Holwell before her marriage to Mr. 
Moore.   

 
The third appears to be from the local newspaper in Greeley.  
 
 

Laura Louise Moore will be supervisor at Gilcrest.  She is 
a graduate of Colorado Springs High School and received 
her A. B. degree here in June.  She is a member of Kappa 
Delta Pi, national education fraternity, and Sigma Pi 
Lambda, local educational fraternity for women.  

--------------------------- 
 

 
Mother was definitely not "all work and no play!"  She made lifelong friends 
at Greeley, old pictures showing that they got out and shared good times!    
 
But first…. 

 
 
 
 
 
   

                            
                               

             Mother on left at Estes Park 

 
 
 
 
                
 

                 
            
 

 second year of college----navy hat  
   

                                                              

         Mother on left on running board at Estes Park  
Mother wrote on the back, "This is how I looked the year I started to college." 
 



          

 Mother on right; best friend, Edith, on left                               Mother highest on left; Edith far right at Garden of the Gods  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

        Mother in front        Mother front left, beside Edith  
     Broadmoor Hotel near Colorado Springs  
 

 

        Mother on left with other best friend, Margaret, on Mt. Manitou….                           …and at Helen Hunt Jackson Falls 
 



 

                                        Mother on left at Helen Hunt Jackson's grave 
 

                  Helen Hunt Jackson Falls  

 
 

 
          Edith on right 
 

 
 
     Grandma went along on a picnic near Salida (in middle)!      

 
I don't know if Mother went to any sporting events,  
but here is the Greeley football team in 1938.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

               It is now known as the University of Northern Colorado.  



During Mother's college years, Grandma wrote to Mother from Colorado Springs.  Here is one postcard, labeled 
as "Main Entrance, Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, John Gaw Meem, Architect."  It was sent at the same 
time that the newspaper articles appeared when Mother began graduate school in summer 1940.  Grandma 
signed this "Aunt Sam."  Technically, she is my great-aunt and step grandmother and Mother's aunt and 
stepmother.  Mother always called her by this name.  
 
Mother wrote across the address section, "I have been saving these. Will you put it back with the others?"  I 
don't know about the marks across the bottom.  
 
In the picture below, "Mary" is Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, Grandma's mother and Mother's 
grandmother.   

 
John Gaw Meem IV (1894 - 
1983) was an American architect 
based in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
He is best known for his 
instrumental role in the 
development and popularization 
of the Pueblo Revival Style and 
as a proponent of architectural 
Regionalism in the face of 

international modernism.  In 1938, Meem achieved 
international recognition for the monumental Colorado 
Springs Fine Arts Center, which is generally regarded as 
his masterpiece.  It was while working on this project 
that he met his wife Faith, whom he married in 1933. 
 

     Sallie, Mary, Laura Louise       1940  

 
         July 3 – 1940 
 
Dear L. L.: -  I am sending you a package.  Hope you’ll get it this wk.  K is here.  She is sending her love.  She 
said she appreciated my work just now and that I made lovely pies.  It has been very rainy here—still is, cloudy 
but looks as tho it might clear.  Will write tomorrow.  Lots of love - Aunt Sam  
 
Addressed to:  Miss L. L. Moore  1740 8th Ave.  Greeley, Colorado 



I wonder what was in the package.  I am guessing that "K" is Katherine (Kate) Dillon Holwell, mother of 
Cousin Mayme.  They lived in St. Louis.  Kate did come out to visit.  I loved Grandma's pecan pies--still my 
favorite kind!  
 
This photo of the Greeley address is from online.  It is described as "single story," clearly the one on the left.  It 
was built in 1908, so is the home where Mother lived, at least during this summer.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1740 8th Avenue     Greeley 
 

Of course, part of grad school was writing a thesis.  A year or so ago, I wrote to the now-university to see if 
they could tell me the title of Mother's.  Jessica Hayden, Technical Services Manager/Assistant Professor, 
University Libraries, kindly wrote back:  Analysis of the techniques employed with a group of tenth grade pupils 
in one semester’s work in English.  She said it "only took a minute to find it in their library catalog."  While this 
topic sounds pretty boring, I did find fascinating Mother's recounting of how she translated Beowulf from Old 
English!  It was written between the 8th – 11th centuries and is "one of the earliest known works in English, a 
beautiful epic poem."  Wikipedia states, "Beowulf is important to study, as it gives students an idea of the 
starting point from which later English literature develops."  Mother recalled, "When I was teaching senior 
literature in Lakewood in 1940 or '41, I was using an anthology edited by one of my professors at Greeley, Dr. 
Ethan Allen Cross.  The students noticed my name in it as a translator for one section of Beowulf—a lot of 
excitement!  I did that translation one Christmas vacation.  I had some outstanding teachers.  James Michener 
was certainly one."  
 
While it would be fun to know even more about Mother's college days, I am glad to have what stories I do!   
 
 


