
Percy Lee Moore 
August 25, 1880 - February 29, 1964    

World War I Draft Registration Card of September 12, 1918 
and  

World War II Draft Registration Certificate of April 27, 1942  
by 

Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry 
October 12, 2019 

 
Two registration cards for the draft for Grandpa (Percy Lee Moore) are in my 
files.  The one for 1918 was emailed from Moore cousin, Lisa Misch.  The 
other, dated 1942,  is a family treasure as an original.  I am sending it, with 
this story, to the Bates County Museum.  

 
 
Percy Lee Moore holding his daughter. Laura Louise, in 1918 

 
 

As to the first one, in regard to World War I, online states, "“Three registrations occurred between 1917 and 
1918. The 1st was held 5 Jun 1917 for men ages 21-31. The 2nd was held 5 Jun 1918 for men who turned 21 
since the 1st registration. The 3rd started 12 Sep 1918 for men ages 18-45.”  So, Grandpa was in the upper 
range by being 38 years old.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



It is fun to see what information these government documents hold:   
 

 Grandpa's address was R 3, Butler,  Bates (County) Missouri.   
 

 The racial categories are White, Negro, Oriental and Indian, the latter divided into “Citizen” and “Non-
citizen.”   The other categories are also interesting to view. 

 
 It is reinforced that Grandpa was a farmer, hence his business address is the same as his home address.   

 
 His wife, Minnie Nadine Moore, is listed as his “nearest relative.”  

 
 “Shawnee” is the township where Grandpa was born and farmed until 1920. 

 
 The height choices were “Tall,” Medium” and “Short.”   Grandpa was labeled “Short.”   

 
 The choices for “Build” were “Slender,” “Medium” and “Stout.”  The registrar deemed that Grandpa 

was “Medium.”  
 

 His eyes were labeled as “green” here, whereas, in 1942, the registrar chose “blue.”  His hair was 
“brown,” as opposed to “gray” by 1942.   

 
Such interesting pieces of history!  

 
On this map of Shawnee Twp., circled in red, is the 
farmstead labeled "L. L. Moore."  This was the property 
Grandpa's father, Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore, purchased 
and farmed and eventually where Percy farmed, being 
listed in Atkeson's History of Bates County, Missouri as a 
"prosperous farmer."  It was here where Mother (Laura 
Louise Moore Hendee) was born.  

The card was signed by B.A. (Benjamin Albert) 
Biggerstaff.  Along with Find-A-Grave, he shows up on 
the website,  "The State Historical Society of Missouri" in 
an interesting link of how local places were named.  
"Near the west line of Mingo Township; established 
about 1892 and named for Aaron Stayton. (B.A. 
Biggerstaff; OLD SETTLERS HIST. Bates 1897, 63)"  
Apparently, Mr. Biggerstaff did such research.   

 
 
 
 

 
This, of course, led to a fun find:  The Old Settlers' History of 
Bates County, Missouri: From Its First Settlement to the 
First Day of January, 1900 by S. L. Tathwell and H. O. 
Maxey ----something fun to browse through…down the road.  
 



Now, jumping 24 years from preparation for one war to the 
next, World War II, surfaces Grandpa's next draft 
"registration certificate."  Notable that he already seemed 
pretty old to be dealing with this at age 38, and he is now 61.   
 
Well, guess what!  They also thought he was old, as this is 
part of the "Old Man’s Registration!"  (See below.)  
 

 
Laura Louise Moore (Hendee); Sallie Marie Holwell Moore; Percy Lee 
Moore   Minnie, his wife named on the first card, died in 1926, and 

Percy married her sister, Sallie, in 1929.  Here again is his daughter, 
also now 24 years older than in the picture on page 1.  She is to be 

married in a month.  
 

On the front of the card is the following information:   
 
 This gives us Percy’s signature (as did the first one)---nice to have!    
 It provides the family’s address for that year:  1423 W. Colorado Ave. in Colorado Springs.  
 It is signed by Mrs. Wm. S. Wright.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the back:     
 

 The racial categories now are White, Negro, Oriental, Indian and Filipino.  
 We learn Grandpa’s height, weight and eye color and note that his hair had turned gray.   
 The categories of “Complexion” are of note, particularly “Sallow.”  It seems up to the registrar to 

determine whether a man is “Dark,” “Light brown,” “Dark brown” or “Black”---and that that was 
important---along with choices of “Light” and “Ruddy.”  Grandpa was deemed "Light." 

 What was with Grandpa’s middle finger on his left hand?   
 
  



 

And from online~~~    It is interesting that this procedure was used, not to send these older men into combat, 
but to "collect information on industrial capacity and skills of men" born between 1877 and 1897. 

"The draft registration cards are preprinted forms with information recorded on the front and back.  After the United 
States entered World War II, a new Selective Service Act required that all men between the ages of 18 and 64 register for 
the draft. The fourth draft registration covered males ages 45 to 64. The local draft board of the Selective Service System 
conducted the registration. The original registration cards were later sent to the regional branch of the National Archives 
responsible for receiving records from that state. These records cover about 10 percent of the population.  This draft 
registration, called the Fourth Registration, or Old Man’s Registration, was held on April 27, 1942. The purpose of this 
registration was to collect information on industrial capacity and skills of men who were born between April 27, 1877 and 
February 16, 1897 (ages 45 to 64). This draft registration was not intended to be used for military service but to provide a 
complete inventory of manpower resources in the United States that could be utilized for national service during World 
War II.  Information on the cards was supplied by the individual but recorded by a registrar. While there was a chance of a 
recording error, each individual signed his card to attest that the information was correct."  

 
Percy Lee Moore with his granddaughter, Cynthia, 3 years later  
 

 

 

 

Definition of floor:  the place for storing your 

priceless genealogy records   
 


