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Here are two tiny and very fragile booklets…no wonder, as they are 124 and 134 
years old.  It is amazing they have lasted this long, but they sure aren't the only 
ones.  "Hazeltine's Pocket-Book Almanacs" are for sale all over the Internet, 
ranging from $1-165 (for two), depending on the condition.  
 
It was fun to see different cover photos through the years, though there was some 
repetition.  
 
I did not find any history on these, including when Hazeltine began and ended publication.  There is an entry on eBay 
listing them from 1850 - 1899.  Those currently for sale on eBay range from 1881 - 1897 and from $1 to $42.   There 
appear to be four series.  
 
It is amazing these survived long enough for Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore---technically my great-aunt and step 
grandmother) to pass them down to me.  They have moved from Missouri to Colorado Springs to Denver to California 
and are now headed back to their roots in the Bates County Museum in Butler, Missouri.  The Holwell branch lived on the 
family farm five miles outside Adrian, while the Moore line lived about five miles outside Butler.  
 
While I scanned the fronts and backs and photographed with the penny, I did not look inside to examine the contents, 
fearing they would fall apart before returning to Bates County.   
 
So, what we can observe from the information here?  
 
Perhaps the Holwell relatives wondered if Minnie could have been cured of her fatal "consumption" (tuberculosis) had she 
followed the advice on the back of the 1885 edition, which reads, "Consumption Cured.  Hanover O. February 18, 1(torn)   
After having lung fever (pneumonia), I (torn) dreadful cough.  The doctors (torn) said I had Consumption and would 
(torn) I have taken spoonfuls (?) of P(torn) Cure, and my cough is entirely gone, and I am as well as ever.   Emeline Ford"  
 
This little booklet was published the year Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore (my birth grandmother) was born.  She 
succumbed to tuberculosis in 1926.  The Moore family move from Butler, Missouri to Colorado Springs in 1920 didn't 
work.  

 
 
 



Did the Holwells have the almanac editions between the 1885 one above and the 1895 one shown below?   One would 
think….    It is likely they were provided at the local drugstore, probably picked up by Minnie and Sallie's mother, Mary 
Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell.   

The back of this edition reads, "BEST COUGH MEDICINE Is Piso's Cure for Consumption. Testimonials inside    Piso's 
Remedy for Catarrh gives immediate relief, and CURES the disease. For sale by Lee & Hall, Adrian, Mo."  (Catarrh is 
"excessive discharge or buildup of mucus in the nose or throat, associated with inflammation of the mucous membrane.")   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assuming that "Lee & Hall" was the local drugstore in Adrian, I looked up this name combination.  What I found was an 
obituary, below, in "Bates County Obituaries" mentioning a Dr. Wiley P. Hall as the founder of the Hall Drug Company 
with a reference to Bates County.  Perhaps we will never know what became of "Lee," but Dr. Hall may have distributed 
these little almanacs from his drugstore.  

"James Thomas Elkins 9 Apr 1872 - 16 Dec 1933 was a representative of the Hall Drug Company. He married a daughter 
of Dr. Wiley P. & Martha E. (Jackson) Hall, founder of Hall Drug Company, probably in Bates County, before Dec 1898. 
She died of meningitis during an 1898 Christmas visit to his family in Ozark, Missouri. Dr. Hall has twin daughters, 
Armintha A. "Minnie" and Dora A. born 1877 and Nettie B. born 1879." 

I displayed these tiny booklets in 
the printer's tray in my antique 
study.    

 

 


