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This postcard of Grant's Tomb is one item in my 
massive piles of family history documents, 
photos, letters, etc.  It is interesting that Grandma 
(Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) saved it.  It was 
sent to her aunt, Alice Leona Holwell Sartain, in 
White Sulphur Springs, Montana just five 
months before Alice tragically died.  She and her 
husband, Henry Sartain, were traveling through Nebraska to Missouri to visit friends and relatives when they 
collided head-on while passing a car and were killed, along with the woman in the other car.  This was in 
October 1940, as Grandma noted at the top of the card.  The sidebar is interesting.  
 
Not only did Grandma keep it, but it was also important enough to Aunt Alice to save it.   
 
I do not know who the writer, M. A. Ford, is, nor does her name show up in my family records.   
 
We learn that Mrs. Ford visited New York City, Owosso, Michigan, Rhode Island and Iowa and that she lived 
in Kansas City.  She had an extensive trip.   
 
The postmark is from Owosso.  The penny stamp is of John James Audubon.  White Sulphur Springs must not 
have been very big, as a street address was not needed.  The postman obviously found Aunt Alice! 
 
The text reads:   
 
Owosso - Mich.- June 5th 
(1940) 
 
Dear Mrs. Sartain--Have 
been away from K. C. for 
over a month now and do 
not seem to have time for  
letter writing.  Will visit 
here a while also in Iowa 
and R. Island---then back 
to K.C. & home.  Am 
anxious to get back.  Hope 
my place is OK.   Would 
have been home sooner  
but the Sees couldn't get 
away.  Hope you are well.  
With love - M. A. Ford.  
 
 
 
The postcard, with this story, is now going to second cousin Patrick Holwell, who also treasures Holwell family 
history. 


