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Here are two types of "Victorian-Style Reverse Glass Silhouette Paintings" that hung in Grandma and Grandpa's house at 
645 Clarkson in Denver.  They were in the sunroom where Linda and I slept when staying overnight---a favorite thing to 
do.  It was such a cozy little room, with large windows looking into the backyard.  All I recall being in the room were 
Grandma's dresser, with her jewelry box on top, full of treasures to play with when dressing up in the old clothes she had, 
for whatever reason, saved from "back home" in Missouri.  And, there was the wonderful feather bed!  Grandma and 
Grandpa also had one.  These had come out from Missouri with them, made from their own poultry on the Holwell or 
Moore family farms.  So soft!  Grandma had to put a bolster between Linda and me so we wouldn’t fight over who was on 
who's side.   
 
When Grandma turned these pictures over to me, I hung them in the alcove in my antique study and have enjoyed them 
through the years!  (The pair shown on the next page hung on the opposite wall by the framed lace collar.  Minnie, our 
birth grandmother, is the woman in the frame.) 

 
Delving into the research part of this story, I assumed I 
would find that these were much older than they 
apparently are.  I thought they surely came out from 
Grandma and Grandpa's roots in Bates County, Missouri, 
but I can not trace them back to Adrian or Butler.   
 
Going online to find similar items, I found only one set 
that exactly matched the style above, though, of course, 
with different pictures.  It was fun to see that both of those 
also had silhouettes within the pictures hanging on the 
wall, as does one of mine---a "thing," I guess!  The pair 
was selling for $20 on eBay. It was undated--no help to 
me. 



So, OK….information on the reverse side of an item has often 
revealed just what I need to track down its history.  This one 
looked promising.    But, not so fast….   
 
"M. Coash & Son   ….COAL….   Phone 110  Valparaiso, Ind." 

With much hope, I Googled all this.  I also researched when 
phone numbers were only three digits, not yet even having the 
interesting word prefixes.  It seems expanding phone numbers 
depended on the size of the community. Three-digit numbers 
apparently went into the 1930s, though may have gone later.   

Now to "M. Coash…"  It seems the "COAL" reference on the 
back was more Mr. Coash's thing than was making reverse 
painting silhouettes.   

 
One reference stated, "OLD BEN HIGH QUALITY COAL FROM THE OLD BEN MINES."  
 
Since the other reference was a "Biography of M. Coash" that had nothing to do with the subject of this story, I 
am giving only the brief summary that he was "the directing head of the well-known M. Coash & Son 
Company, which has been successfully engaged in the coal, wood and sand business in this city since 1897."   
 
Perhaps the backs of such decorative items served as advertising for a local company???   
 
So, I still don't know when nor where Grandma obtained these---if she inherited them from a Holwell preceding 
her, whether she bought them herself once moved to Colorado Springs, or if she bought them in Denver if they 
date after around 1944.  The latter seems the least likely.  If they do not date prior to 1920, she did not bring 
them out herself when she moved from Bates County to Colorado Springs to tend to her ill sister Minnie's 
family.  

Well, I moved on to the other pair of silhouettes that also hung in Grandma's 
sunroom and later my alcove in Manteca, as shown here. 
 

 
This style is far more 
common---all over the 
Internet.  And, the themes 
are endless, with a frequent 
one being courtship.  It 
would be fun to take the time 
to admire them!  
          
   
   
                                                                                       4" x 5" each   



These are referred to as "domed (or convex) glass, art deco, Victorian-Style Reverse Glass Silhouette 
Paintings."  (The top two are flat.)  Many were listed as being from the 1940s to '50s.  This would place their 
purchase after Grandma and Grandpa moved from Colorado Springs to Denver.  They also could not have come 
out from Missouri, as the last remaining Holwells, Grandma's mother (Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell 
Holwell) and grandmother (Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins) had moved from the family farm 
outside Adrian to the Springs by then.   
 
Ah, well, whatever…   Linda and I enjoyed these in "our" guest room at Grandma and Grandpa's, as did I for 
many years in my own home.  
 
Here are pictures of Grandma and Grandpa's house, focusing on the sunroom where both sets of silhouettes 
"lived" so many years ago.    

 
 

    Percy Lee Moore,   Laura Louise Moore Hendee,             Linda Hendee, Frances Rollins, Laura Louise Hendee, 
    Sallie Marie Holwell Moore holding Cynthia      1946            Cynthia Hendee, Frank Chester Hendee  
                 Seated:  Sallie and Percy Moore  

 

The picture to the right was taken at Thanksgiving in the lovely dining room with the bay window.  The door at 
the right leads through double doors into Grandma and Grandpa's bedroom, which then led into the sunroom.  
(Frances was a family friend who taught sewing at Merrill Junior High with Mother.  I had her as a teacher.  
Sewing didn't "take" for me.)  
 

 
Grandma and Grandpa's 
house in 1957 after a 

snowstorm, showing the rooms 
along the south side  

 

 

 

 

 



In 2010, I returned to Denver to visit family and friends, staying with my high school friend, Sharon.  While 
Linda, Mother and I had made cold calls to our own previous Denver houses, asking for and being granted a 
tour, Sharon had the best idea to write to "Occupant," stating the dates of the visit and seeing if they would 
make an appointment.  It worked!  Sharon drove us there, where we met second cousin, Ron Rich, who lives in 
Lakewood.  Ron is the grandson of Grandpa's sister, Gertie Cecil Moore Cummings.  Peter and Theresa O'Dell 
were most gracious hosts to their three guests.  As anyone reading this may know, when you visit a home of 
your childhood, it has….shrunk!  A totally amazing experience…   When I walked in, I swore they had moved 
the far wall closer to the front door.  We took the following pictures, with the first being the sunroom from the 
backyard. 

It looks like the windows have been changed out, but this 
does show where they were during Linda's and my time 
there.  The "porthole" wasn’t there in our day.  

Grandma and Grandpa's bedroom had been changed into a 
family room, which leads, as before through double doors 
into the sunroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Peter's study, facing out the sunny windows  

 

Sharon and Ron enjoy the bay window dining room (now 
with stained glass) to look through the scrapbook Theresa 

kept of the history of the house, including information and 
photos I had sent and information gathered from the 
Denver Public Library.  

The O'Dells later sold to the Ellstroms.  Debbie 
and I are in touch as need be.  She has emailed me 
pictures of their own modernization, and I mail 
old pictures to her when I unearth them in my 
family history items of our years there…after 
scanning them into my computer.    



Again, the once-bedroom has been updated into a different family room style, but double doors still lead into 
the sunroom.  How well I fondly recall hearing crickets through the windows of Grandma and Grandpa's 
bedroom!  Note that the sunroom windows have been changed to yet a third style since the home was built---no 
more glass cinder blocks. 

 

Here is the north wall of the sunroom, looking into what 
was Grandma and Grandpa's bedroom.  The silhouettes 
were on the south wall where Grandma's dresser also was.   

And so concludes the tour of the sunroom where Linda and 
I spent so many nights all snuggly in a Missouri farm 
feather bed. 

 

 

Now for a touch of my research on silhouettes…actually interesting.  

"The word silhouette is derived from the name of Étienne de Silhouette, a French finance 
minister who, in 1759, was forced by France's credit crisis during the Seven Years' War to 
impose severe economic demands upon the French people, particularly the wealthy. 
Because of de Silhouette's austere economies, his name became synonymous with anything 
done or made cheaply and so with these outline portraits.  Prior to the advent of 
photography, silhouette profiles cut from black card were the cheapest way of recording a 
person's appearance."  

 

Peggy Buhr, Director of the Bates County Museum, has accepted these silhouettes to 
use in their upcoming Holwell display, saying, "These pieces will fit beautifully 
inside the display case, and they bring yet even more depth to the story."   

 
 
 


