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This book takes us back 119 years to when my dear grandmother, Sallie 
Marie Holwell Moore, was in grade school, rather hard to imagine, but I do 
have a treasured picture of her at a young age.  It is dated three years after her 
entry in this very old book.  How nice to have Willard included in the picture, 
as his name is also written as one owner.  
 
 
 
 

The book is so fragile that I barely handled it 
after opening to scan one of the "New and 
Original Illustrations," as well as the first couple 
of pages.  I will now send it to the Bates County 
Museum to join their collection of turn-of-the-
last-century, one-room schoolhouse items.   

     siblings, Willard Henry, Raymond Virgil, Sallie Marie Holwell     1903 

 
It is interesting that 
Grandma chose to save 
this single schoolbook, 
which moved with her 

from the Holwell family farm near Adrian, Missouri to Colorado Springs to 
Denver and then came my way to California after she died in 1979.  For its 
Denver years, it lived in a glass-fronted cupboard at the end of Grandma and 
Grandpa's living room. This picture was taken in 2010, 45 years after 
Grandma moved out and I returned for a visit---very special and reliving 
many fond memories.   She got down on this floor to play marbles with 
Linda and me---thank you, Grandma!   

 
The text then had a happy home in the bookcase in my antique 
study, under the red arrow and to the left of the star.   
 
The Reader is still well-featured in numerous online websites in 
various states of aging and with a variety of covers.  It was first 
published in 1884.    



I well-remember Grandma discussing Prairie Rose School, where she later taught, and I know Mother attended 
Little Deer Creek when she and Grandma returned for a five-month visit, but I don’t recall discussion on 
Mound Valley.  But, here she and Willard are, not only as pupils, but under the teachership of their sibling, 
Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore.  Wonder how that worked out…   (Minnie was my birth grandmother, while 
Sallie was technically my great-aunt and step grandmother, but the "Grandma" Linda and I grew up with.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

siblings, Minnie, Sallie and Willard at Mound Valley School  
                                              1902  

 
 
 

 
This is written on the back of the above photo, I assume by Minnie.   

 
               Location of Bates County, Missouri  
           and of Mound Twp. and Adrian  



Speaking of aging, another example of how 
this has taken its toll is the binding…oh, 
my.  You can get a little idea of what is 
holding it together in the picture at the 
beginning…string.  A look at the back 
shows better how important it was to 
Grandma…or someone…to keep intact 
with stitching from top to bottom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, now a peek inside the cover...  We have a clear view of more string!  At the top is written, "I studied this 
4th Reader   Grandma."  Below is "Mrs. Ed Crowder Teacher" and at the bottom…"Sallie Holwell  1900   
Mound Valley School   Adrian, Missouri" and marks I can't decipher.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes I have found names of local Bates County folks by searching the internet, 
but no luck on either Ed Crowder or his Mrs.   What is worth noting is that, if Mrs. Ed 
Crowder was, indeed, Grandma's teacher in 1900, that would be highly unusual for 
her to be married.  That does appear to be the case…once again, to have an hour with 
those who came before.    



In turning the page, we see that this textbook was used by 
Grandma's brother, Great-Uncle Willard, as well.  How good to 
have his signature!  It was stressed in my genealogy class to save 
handwriting samples, and I am always glad to add to my collection.   
 

 
 
Uncle Willard does need a little help with his spelling.  I also saw 
"Adrian" misspelled as "Adrain" in a letter from 2x great-Aunt 
Alice's Uncle Henry Holwell to her and by a signer of Aunt Alice's 
autograph book.  Tricky word, apparently… 
 
As promised, here is one of the "New and Original Illustrations," a 
drawing to accompany a poem, "The Printer's Song."   Great printer's 
tray!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A look at the Table of Contents reveals a few of the following topics:  "Exercises of the Vowel Sounds," prose 
pieces such as "Harry's Riches" by Mary M. Dodge (who also wrote Hans Brinker---who knew?), and numerous 
poetry pieces, including "The Village Blacksmith" by Longfellow.  All a nice selection, and I wonder which 
writings Grandma and Uncle Willard especially enjoyed and which Mrs. Ed Crowder liked teaching.  


