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This sweet little toothpick holder has graced the what-not shelf in 
my antique study ever since Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell 
Moore) passed it on to me.  She shared that it had belonged to her 
until she gave it to her niece and step daughter (Laura Louise 
Moore Hendee) when she was a child.  Laura Louise was Linda's 
and my mother.  Mother added to the story by saying she had 
played house with it in the trumpet vine in their backyard in 
Colorado Springs.   What a special image!   I wonder what else was 
in her "house."  
                    
                    2" x 2"   

 
The unusual relationship mentioned above is that 
"Grandma" was technically my great-aunt and step 
grandmother.  Below is a picture of Sallie holding her 
then-just-niece, Laura Louise, either on the Moore or 
the Holwell family farm in Bates County, Missouri.  In 
1920, the Moore family made the move to the higher 
and drier climate of Colorado Springs, due to Mother's 
mother and Sallie's sister, Minnie Nadine Holwell 
Moore, contracting tuberculosis.  Sallie soon also made 
the move so as to tend to Percy, Minnie, and little Laura 
Louise.  Minnie died, anyway, in 1926 from one dread 
disease of those times.  Sallie and Percy married in 
1929.  Mother called her "Aunt Sam" all her life.  Percy 
was Linda's and my dear grandfather.  Grandma was 
also a wonderful grandma. We all lived in Denver, so 
enjoyed visiting them often.  One of my favorite 
memories is of the trumpet vine on the trellis in their 
own backyard!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
back  Raymond Holwell, Sr.,   Minnie Holwell Moore,    Percy Moore  Sallie Marie Holwell Moore 
Sallie Holwell;     front  Raymond Holwell, Jr.,   Laura Louise Moore,      holding Laura Louise Moore Hendee      
Robert  Holwell       Colorado Springs     1924        1916 



The picture above left was after settling in Colorado Springs.  Sallie is standing on the far right.  Laura Louise is 
holding the doll, likely a guest in her garden playhouse.   Percy is between Sallie and Minnie, showing the 
ravages of her tragic disease.  The man on the far left is the brother of Minnie and Sallie, hence three siblings 
together!  He is Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., and his two sons are in the photo, Ray, Jr. and Robert.  

 
The Moore family lived in several different homes during their years 
in Colorado Springs.  Here is one of them.  I don't know if this was 
the one with the trumpet vine, but it does show a garden area with 
Mother in it.  
 
Laura Louise Moore Hendee  
            c. 1921 

 
Back to the toothpick holder…  The bottom reads, "Japan."   It was 
most helpful and interesting that I had just finished a story on a 
Holwell cream pitcher that led me to the information below.  It was 

fun knowing that new-found knowledge would again soon be helpful with this piece!  And likely onward…   I 
will view all such "Japan" items in a new light.  

 
"Most pieces marked with the name of a country were made after 1891, when the 
McKinley Tariff Act was passed. Pieces from Japan were marked “Nippon,” the 
transliteration of the Japanese word for Japan. After 1915 the words “Made in…” 
were usually added.  Beginning in 1921, U.S. Customs required country names to be 
in English, and the word “Japan” was used instead of “Nippon.” Items marked 
“Made in Occupied Japan” were made between February 1947 and April 1952. 
After that, just the word “Japan” was used again. According to experts on 19th- and 
20th-century Japanese ceramics, the color does not help date a mark. Red, green and 
black were used most years. There is no explanation for when other colors were 
used." 
 

OK, hmmmm….    I can see how this paragraph could be interpreted in a couple of different ways.  If Mother 
remembered accurately that she used it as a plaything as a child, then it had to have been made after 1921, not 
after 1952, but using only "Japan" while omitting "Made in…"    The sentence saying "just the word 'Japan' was 
used again" after 1952 could place it in her childhood timeframe.  She was born in 1916.  If I read this 
accurately, then the item was bought after the Moore family moved to Colorado Springs, not purchased in Bates 
County???  

As always, I did an online search for similar items to see if additional historical 
information could be found.  As could well be imagined, there is a huge variety of 
toothpick holders out there.  In fact, second cousin, Ron Rich (on Mother's Moore side), 
recently shared how he and Joyce have their own such collection!   This surfaced after I 
turned over a Moore toothpick holder to them.  I did see that many holders feature the two 
handles as in our Holwell one.   
 
The only similar one I found was on eBay, with the disclosure that the "toothpicks aren't 
included"!   Its only information was that it was made in Japan.  
 
Our Holwell toothpick holder is going to second cousin, Patrick Holwell.  

 
 
 
 
 


