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This is one of three intriguing Holwell photo albums.  While it was frustrating that many photos were not labeled, there 
are also enough identified as my Holwell relatives for these to be an exciting find in my piles of family history items!  
Thank goodness for Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) to have written in the albums of those she knew, as the backs 
had been left blank.  Some of the writing on the photos was mine and some by Linda, as we did go through pictures with 
Grandma.  As to those unidentified, I SO wish labeling had been done, although it was also clear that some were solely 
commercial.  I wonder if this was common back then to purchase pictures of interest, such as "General Grant and his 
Family."  
 
In this white flowered album and the Floral Album were two postcards, both from my birth 
grandmother (Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore) to her aunt (Alice Leona Holwell Sartain).  
Minnie was then 24 and Aunt Alice 37, not that much age difference.  Aunt Alice was my 2x 
great-aunt.  
 
Minnie wrote from her hometown of Adrian, Missouri, with the postmark showing as mailed 
from Altona on April 28 A. M. 1909.  Aunt Alice was living at 116 W. 5th St. in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma.  She had taught in the country schools of Bates County, Missouri and, as her 
obituary states, "later became organizer of the Parent-Teacher Association in Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Michigan and Missouri."  Apparently, Oklahoma City held the headquarters of the 
organization.   



The postcard Minnie used is of local historical interest, a photo of  "J. C. Smith's Dry Goods and Notions, Clothing, Boots 
and Shoes, Gents Furnishings" in Adrian.  I sent this album to the Bates County Museum, suggesting to Peggy, the 
director, that she remove the postcard and save it in Bates County history files.   
 
Minnie wrote:   
 

Dear A. A. 

 

I mailed you a letter last eve. but forgot to tell you to send  me the Ladies Home Journal. 

Does the picture look familiar?    So long, 

   M.N.H.   

 
If it was the April edition, here is what it looked like.  It sold for 15¢ at the time 
and is going for $25 on eBay now.  I will settle for copy and paste of the cover!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------ 
 

A couple of weeks later, it was time to process a long, burgundy, velvet Victorian 
photo album, labeled "Album" on the front.   
 
In it was a follow-up postcard from Minnie to Aunt Alice.  
It was also postmarked from Altona, this one with a one -
cent stamp of George Washington.  It may have been 
mailed May 2, 1909.  Minnie chose a pretty Easter 
Greetings card for her aunt.  

 
 
 
 
 

 14" x 7" 



Oddly, Minnie's message was written upside down.  Perhaps she was trying to avoid the printed part on the 
card, but then did run into it so that I was unable to read her final words.  In this section, the card has a drawing 
of a tiny man carrying something.  
 
The message reads:   
 
Dear A. A. 

 

 I received the Ladies Home Journal. Was glad.  How are you.   I am going to town 

tomorrow to have some dentist work done.  I went to Butler last Saturday.  I think I will 

????? O.K.    So long, Nadine   

 
It was surprising to see she signed her name "Nadine."  Mother always said that her mother chose her own 
middle name---true or not, I don't know---but I don’t recall hearing that she actually went by "Nadine" rather 
than "Minnie."   Linda added "Minnie" to be clear as to who sent it.   
 
The printed part on the message side reads, "This side may have a message written upon it for Postage in the 
United States and Europe.  The right hand side must be reserved for stamp and address."  
 
How special that both postcards were saved---and that we know that Minnie received her desired magazine.   
Minnie and Alice would be amazed that the messages are being read today and the now-vintage cards admired, 
the first preserving a bit of Bates County history!    
 
 

A  FAMILY’S  PRIDE 

 

The roots are deep,  

The branches wide, 

The Tree of Life,  

A family's pride. 

 

As descendents we are,  

So ancestors we shall be, 

Generations of heritage,  

Create our family tree. 

 

Happiness and sadness,  

For hundreds of years, 

A family is togetherness  

For laughter and for tears. 

 

So gather up the pictures,  

And record the family lore, 

So those that follow after,  

Shall know the family before. 

 

  ~~~Margaret Semple 


