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I have long been intrigued by Grandma's story of 
the year of her birth.  At this writing, one of the 
three early photos I have of her is in 1903 with her 
brothers, Willard Henry Holwell and Raymond 
Virgil Holwell, Sr.  
 
Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) kept 
records of Holwell information and enjoyed 
sharing with me, knowing of my interest in family 
history.  I remember her telling Linda and me that 
the date of her own birth was up in the air, as her 
parents disagreed on which year she was born, 
1891 or 1892.    

         
  left to right:  siblings, Willard, Raymond, Sallie Holwell    1903  
 

Grandma had maintained a list of birth and death dates of immediate family, which I am so glad to have.  At the 
bottom is this paragraph that she wrote:  "There was always a question about my birthday.  Dad, Alice, Gran 
and John all said May 22, 1892, but Mother said 1891—so I took Mother’s date, and it might be wrong—but 
what is the difference of 1 year, anyway.  Dad used to say, 'Now, Lou, you know she was born in 1892,' and 
until I was teaching, that was my birthday.  Then there was the mix-up.  So, your guess is as good as mine.  But 
the other dates are accurate."   (Alice and John were her aunt and uncle, siblings of her mother, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona Holwell Holwell.  "Gran" was her maternal grandmother, Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell 
Jenkins.  "Dad" was Robert Emmet Holwell.) 
 
I then wrote for an earlier story, "I was greatly intrigued with this paragraph.  First, we learn here that Robert 
called his wife, 'Lou.'  'Louisa' is pronounced 'Lew-eye'-za.’) And then the part about Grandma’s birth year is 
quite interesting.  According to the internet, birth certificates only began in the 1900s as a 'fairly recent 
invention.'  Prior to that, births frequently went unrecorded or were written down by doctors, midwives, church 
officials, government bodies or family members.'  So, when Grandma was born, the family did not have to 
make an official record of it.  And so, the well-known family Bibles are such a valuable resource, both to them 
and now to us.  This is interesting—not to be sure of your own birth year and to have your own parents 
disagreeing!  I love that she quoted her father, 'Now, Lou…'  And, what on earth was the 'mix-up?'" 
 
OK, so, I am not sure which I used more in my family documents, 1891 or 1892, never remembering which 
parent said which, or what Grandma used.  
 
Now, to the point of this current story on the issue….     I have a third cousin, once removed, John Robert 
Hendee.  He and I become acquainted through genealogical purposes and have maintained much email contact.   
 
John set up a website for holding and sharing family history.  Although primarily a Hendee site, he does have 
the other branches of family members included and accepts stories of mine from the Holwell and Moore lines.  
He also reads my submissions, which led to this account.   
 
 
 



In January 2019, John wrote, "I read with interest your latest post re Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, especially the 
confusion about her birth year, 1891 or 1892.  You piqued my interest re this so I just had to do some research. 
To make a long story short, I got three dates: 1891, 1893, and 1894. Yikes!"   
 
"According to the 1920 census, she was born in 1893; the 1930 census in 1894; and the 1940 census places her 
birth year as 1891:  
   
  Census Date    Given Age  Calculated Birth Year 
   3 Jan  1920             26                    1893 
   8 Apr 1930             35                    1894   
   9 Apr 1940             48                    1891 
 
According to her Colorado Marriage Record Report, she was born in 1893:  
     
  Marriage Date   Given Age  Calculated Birth Year 
      6 Oct 1929            36                     1893 
 
According to the U.S. Social Security Death Index, she was born in 1891: 
 
     Death Date     Birth Date 
      Apr 1979       22 May 1891   
 
"I kind of have to believe that the Social Security information is the most credible, but that doesn't explain the 
census data inconsistency (even accounting for the oft-times errors made by census enumerators), nor the 
Marriage Report age listing (two-year vanity perhaps?)." 

 
The mystery continues..... 

 
I responded to John's very interesting information, and a few days later, he wrote again:   
 
"Well, now this has me going.... 
 
"I did a little more hunting and found the 1900 census. I think it probably is the best information, as it shows 
both the actual birthday (month and year) and age. It shows Sallie's birthday as May 1891 and that she was 9 
years old.  This corresponds with the Social Security info I sent earlier. So that's what I'm going with - 1891!    
By the way, the 1910 census shows birth date of 1893.  Go figure." 
 
It is always fun to see 
actual records, which I so 
appreciate John including.   
 
Here is another early 
photo of Sallie~~~   
 
She is at the home of her 
grandmother near 
Crescent Hill. 
 

Pearl (the horse); John Logan 
Holwell; minister's wife (Mrs. 
Scott); Mary; Sallie; minister's 

son  



The 1900 census, on the next page, is 119 years old as I write this---what a peek back in time!  It is the 12th 
census.  Next year's 2020 census will be our 24th.  
 
The Holwell 1900 enumeration was done on June 8 in Mound Township by Elmer(?) G. Moudy.   It shows six 
people living in the Holwell household, the parents and their 4 living children.  The numeral '6' written across 
this household verifies the number of people.  (Three children died in infancy prior to 1900, Mary, James, and 
Gertrude May.)   So, we see "Holwell, Robert E.," "Mary L D" for "Louisa Desdemona."  Then there is "Minnie 
A."   While I always use "Nadine" for Minnie's middle name, Mother said she chose that herself, so I don't 
know if the "A" was her birth middle name, later changed.  She was 16 at this time.  Next is "Raymond," age 
10, then "Sallie L."  I don't know how that "L" got in there, as Grandma's middle name was always Marie, as far 
as I know.  And, as John Hendee notes, her birth year is listed as 1891 and her age as 9.  How on earth did this 
change in later census documents?   "Willard H(enry)" is age 6.  Robert and Mary were 39 and 35, respectively.  
It lists "18" as the number of their years married.  That puts Mary as a bride at age 17.   
 
As was frequently emphasized in Genealogy Class, ALL types of family history documents can have errors, and 
this sure seemed to be so with some middle initials.    
 
All neighbors were identified as white under "color or race."  
 
Now, here is something not seen on today's census!  "OCCUPATION, TRADE OR PROFESSION of each 
person ten years of age and over."   Fortunately, "At school" was one option stated by participants.   
 
On later census forms, we see "Can read and write" as a single category, but in 1900, they split into "Can read" 
and "Can write." 
 

 
   Minnie  at Adrian High School       Raymond at Adrian High School graduation             Willard at Mound Valley            
 graduation   1901                    1906                 School       1902  

                                 
 



 

 
 
       

"Mound Township is one of 24 townships in Bates County, 
Missouri.  It was named for the mounds within its borders.  
Mound Township covers an area of 36¼ square miles." 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Census records are intriguing, providing so much information. The 1920 census, the 14th taken, is on page 8, 
with the Holwell family near the bottom and circled in red.  It was done in Shawnee Township in Bates County, 
Missouri. 
 
First, let's take a look at the neighbors.  Just above my relatives are William and Katie 
Fair, ages 50 and 39.  I am drawn to this name, as in my "Orphan Photos" file is Betty 
June Fair (to right), undated.   I have made efforts to get this darling photo back in the 
Fair line, to no avail.  The Pulliam nephew (Lester) living with the next family is a 
surname familiar to me, as dear family friends, who moved to Colorado, where the 
Moore family spent time at their mountain cabin. The Cummings family is likely related 
to Hiram George Cummings, husband of Grandpa's sister, Gertie Cecil Moore 
Cummings.  My birth grandmother, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, taught Clyde 
Cummings (here listed as age 21) as an eighth grader (below) at Little Deer Creek 
School in 1914.  (Minnie's sister, Sallie, is my great-aunt and step grandmother.)  
 
A Rexroad is at the bottom.  Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) boarded with a 
Rexroad family while teaching in Coleville.           

 
     Betty June Fair 
 
 
 

These students are identified on the 
back as Ana Timmons, Minnie as the 
teacher, Neva Moles, Clyde 

Cummings, Otha Moles, Willie Cox, 
and Hubert Chambers.   
 

A Timmons family is on the 1920 
census, but not Anna.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Another special photo saved by Grandma was 
that of the 1901 Little Deer Creek Sunday 
School class.  Here are those labeled who were 
on this census record.  Grandma's two brothers 
are also here:  Willard Henry Holwell is seated 
far left.  Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr. is seated 
far right.  
 
 
 
 
 



Lisa Misch, a Moore cousin, and second 
cousin, Patrick Holwell, combined 
efforts to find that this 1895 plat map of 
Shawnee Twp. shows the land that 
Robert Emmet Holwell and Mary Louisa 
Desdemona Holwell Holwell bought 
from John Timmons in 1897.  Lisa wrote 
that it was 40 acres.    
 
It is circled in red, with the land of 
Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore circled in 
blue.  Leander and wife, Laura Laux 
Moore, were the parents of my 
grandfather, Percy Lee Moore.  
 
The Holwell farm was near Adrian, 
while the Moore farm was outside 
Butler.  
 
Now, for a close look at the Holwell 
information on this most welcome 
document.  
 
It asks if the home is owned or rented.  
The Holwells owned their home.   
 
If owned, is it free or mortgaged?  Theirs 

               was mortgaged.  
 
The Holwell ages were Robert, 59; Mary 55; Sallie 26.  This was as of January 1, 1920, which, as John 
calculated, put Sallie's birth year as 1893 since her birth month was not until May.  As we know, she was still 
noted as single.  
 
"Attended school any time since September 1, 1919"---as consistent with the Holwell ages, these boxes were 
left blank.  They were all able to read and write.   All three were born in Missouri. 
 
 The "Mother Tongue" for all until half way down was English.  A vertical line was drawn through these entries 
and the remaining boxes in this column left blank.  It must mean it was "English" for all the rest.   The same 
was true for that of the respondents' parents except for Robert and Mary's listed as "Irish" for both fathers.  
These fathers were brothers, Patrick and James, respectively, who emigrated from Ireland.  This is reflected on 
the census.  Therefore, Robert and Mary were first cousins.  Both mothers were born in Tennessee.  All 
respondents were able to speak English except one, which seemed to be because he was 1½ years old.    
 
Now for a puzzle when it comes to the "Occupation" category… 
 
The first segment reads, "Trade, professions, or particular kind of work done, as spinner, salesman, laborer, 
etc." 
 
Robert is a "farm operator."  Mary apparently sits and twiddles her thumbs, as she is listed as "none," despite 
the fact that we know from other accounts that she fully ran the place due to Robert's blindness from two 
separate events.  Even if they didn’t have this sad circumstance, the tasks of a 1920s farm wife were, 
well….those of a 1920s farm wife, mighty busy by definition.   



The second segment states, "Industry, business, or establishment in which at work, as cotton mill, dry goods store, farm, 
etc." 
 
Robert's box reads "Owns farm."  Mary's, of course, is blank. 
 
The third segment has "Employer, salary or wage worker, or working on own account."   
 
Robert's has written "Em."    Mary's, of course, is blank, as she does nothing.   
    
But, what about Sallie?  She has "none" written in the first segment and the next two blank.  We can tell that teachers are 
counted as such, because May Timmons (seen in Sunday School photo) is documented as a teacher in a "Contry (sic) 
School" and wage worker.   
 
I went to my records of Grandma's teaching career, and, sure enough, it ended in 1919 at Prairie Rose School.   I did know 
the years she taught there and that two other prior schools are also listed.  But, I acknowledge that her teaching career then 
ended.  If I have the reason for that in my notes, I have not yet dealt with them.  Perhaps Mary needed more help running 
the farm.  Sallie left the Holwell farm for good later in 1920, moving to Colorado 
Springs to tend to her sister's family, as Minnie (my birth grandmother) had 
contracted tuberculosis, necessitating a move west.  
 

Robert Emmet Holwell with many men who helped put out a pasture fire in 1922   
Likely, some of these men are on our 1930 census.      Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell      1917 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
           Holwell home when Mother visited Bates County in 1982    
 
             Sallie Marie Holwell Moore with her then-new Kodak camera passed down to me (now back in the Bates County Museum)   1918 



Robert, Mary and Sallie Holwell near bottom of 1920 census sent by Cousin John Hendee….   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And now to the 1930 census, the 15th…    It was conducted by Myrtle I. Pollock on April 8.  
 
West Pikes Peak Ave. is written along the side.  This is in El Paso County, Colorado Springs.   
 
Since the last census, Sallie has moved to Colorado Springs, leaving the Holwell family farm to tend to her 
sister's family. She had been engaged at 
some point to Oscar Sims, but I don't 
know if they were still betrothed at the 
time of her departure.  Minnie, Percy and 
four-year old Laura Louise moved to this 
higher and drier climate in July 1920 in 
hopes it would cure Minnie's 
tuberculosis.  It didn’t, and she died in 
1926.  Sallie stayed on, marrying Percy 
October 6, 1929.  (Minnie and Percy 
Moore were my grandparents, and Laura 
Louise was my mother.  Thus, Sallie 
became both Mother's aunt and step 
mother and was my great-aunt and step 
grandmother.)       Percy Lee Moore Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, Laura Louise Moore   

      (Hendee), Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, Willard Henry Holwell, 
      Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr.   Mary is the mother of siblings, Sallie, Willard  
      and Raymond.          1929   Willard's house  

 
So, the census shows Percy and Sallie as husband and wife (by just 3 
months) and lists Laura Louise as "daughter."  It states Percy was 33 when 
first married (to Minnie), though my calculations put him at 34.  Sallie's 
first marriage age is 35 (to Percy).  The other occupant is Mary Louisa 
Desdemona Holwell Holwell, listed as widowed mother-in-law.  I had 
thought Mary (my great-grandmother) lived next door to the Moore 
family, but this shows her actually living in the house.  Her own mother, 
Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins, had moved out to 
Colorado Springs with her, but she died on January 16, 1930, shortly 
before this census.  
 
Back to Sallie's entry…beside her name under "Relationship" to Head of 
Household is an "H," as is true for all wives on the page.  I learned the 
following online:  "Home-maker--Column 6 is to be used also to indicate 
which member of the family is the 'home-maker,' that is, which one is 
responsible for the care of the home and family. After the word 'wife,' 
'mother,' or other term showing the relationship of such person to the head 
of the family, add the letter 'H,' thus: 'Wife-H.' Only one person in each 
family should receive this designation." 

Laura Louise with her grandmother,  

Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell   1930  

 
Here is what else this valuable document tells us: 
 
The Moore family rented their home for $20.00 a month.  They did not live on a farm.  Apparently enough people in 
America did so to warrant its own question.   
 
For "Color or Race," the whole neighborhood was identified as "White."   The choices provided are the same as I note 
below for the 1940 census. 



Here again is the original point of this story---Sallie's birth year.  As John stated, where Sallie's age is listed as 
"35," this puts her born in 1894, not a year she told me, nor is in our family records.  A mystery…  
 
For the question, "Attended school or college any time since September 1, 1929,"  Mother (Laura Louise) was 
the only "yes."   Interesting that "college" was added since 1920…. 
 
Mother graduated from 9th grade at West Junior High the spring of that year.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Louise Moore (Hendee) in Farewell Banquet dress and with Zekie      She had 13 cats while growing up, all named Zekie. 
1930    

 
Aside from the small children, everyone in the neighborhood was "able to read and write."  
 
For birthplaces, all four were born in Missouri, as were the parents of Percy, Sallie and Laura Louise.  Mary's 
entry was interesting.  Her mother (Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell Jenkins) was born in Tennessee, 
while her emigrant father (James Holwell) was born in Ireland.  The directions at the top state to "Distinguish 
Irish Free State from Northern Ireland."  And, so, in the box following Mary is written "Irish Free State" with 
"Irish" above it.    
 
From Wikipedia:  "The Irish Free State (6 December 1922 – 29 December 1937) was a state established in 1922 
under the Anglo-Irish Treaty of December 1921. That treaty ended the three-year Irish War of Independence 
between the forces of the self-proclaimed Irish Republic, the Irish Republican Army (IRA), and British Crown 
forces." 
 
Next is the "Occupation" category, which still retains the choice of "spinner."   On a website of "Old Occupation Names," 
it defines this as "Spun the yarn to make cloth."  The others listed are salesman, riveter and teacher.  Grandpa's was noted 
as being the manager of a retail grocery and that, yes, he had been at work on the last regular working day.  The women 
are listed as "none."  I found the occupation of the man just under our family, Frank Ferris, of interest as a conductor on a 
cog railway, which would be that going up Pikes Peak--a major tourist and local scenic attraction. 
 
A statement on census.gov was of interest, as I looked into how long "spinner" was on these forms:  "Census statistics 
date back to 1790 and reflect the growth and change of the United States. Past census reports contain some terms that 
today’s readers may consider obsolete and inappropriate." 
 

Grandpa was not a "veteran of the U.S. military or naval forces."   
 
This 1930 census is on the next page with the Moore/Holwell family circled in red near the top. 



 



Now, it is time for the 1940 census, again thanks to John.  
 

It was conducted by Grace Casey on April 9.  
 
"W. Colo. Ave." is along the side and "1423" 
as the house number, so we again know 
where the Moore family lived.  It states they 
owned their home and that it was valued at 
$1200. Mother's notes state, "We had 
scrimped and saved and had $1800 to buy a 
house."  They did not live on a farm, still a 
question on the census.   
 
 
 
 

 
The three family members listed in this census were Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell 

and Sallie and Percy Moore, pictured here in 1940 and 1943, respectively.   

 
The people now living in this household are Percy Lee Moore, Sallie Marie 
Holwell Moore, and her mother, Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell (noted 
as "mother-in-law" to head of household, Percy).  Sallie's name is misspelled, here 
as "Sally."  
 
Again, all neighbors are noted as "white."   The choices given under "Supplemental 
Questions" at the bottom are "Negro," "Indian," "Chinese," "Japanese," "Filipino," 
"Hindu," and "Korean."  Other races can be "spelled out in full."  
 
I recognize one name, that of the Wards.  I well recall Grandma (Sallie) talking 
about her dear neighbor, Mrs. Ward.  I don’t remember ever hearing her first name, 
as Grandma pretty much stuck to surnames for many people, but here I learn it was 
Lena.  In my records, I am reminded of a conversation with Mother, "When a next-
door neighbor in Colorado Springs, Mr. Ward, was running for county treasurer, 
she (Sallie) changed parties so she could vote for him.  She changed back at the 
next election."   
 
The other name I recognize is that of Nina McCosh, two lines down, as a lodger.  I 
don’t remember Grandma talking about her, but when I was going through family 
heritage recipes for Julia's cookbook, I found four labeled as from "Miss McCosh" 
in Grandma's files and included her "Blarney Stones" in the cookbook.  Since I 
knew then that she was a next-door neighbor, I must have noted that when Mother 
and I went through all the family recipes.  Miss McCosh was 40 at the time of the 

census.  I had looked her up online and found that she did ministerial service with an emphasis on expanding 
the clergy to include women.  Details are in my page on "Blarney Stones" in the cookbook.  It seems unusual 
her occupation box was left blank---too bad. 
 
As to the point of this story, I again focus on Sallie's age, listed as 48.  Her birthday is the next month.  She has 
aged 13 years instead of the usual 10 since the 1930 census where she was 35.  All quite the puzzle!  This brings 
us back to her birth year as 1891.  So, OK…    Interesting, Percy (Grandpa) has also gained a year.  He was 
correctly listed as 49 in April 1930, but this 1940 census says "60" instead of the 59 I calculate.  I am not even 
glancing at the ages given for Mary---already too tangly!  



Now we have a new question on the form--"Highest grade of 
school completed."  I do not understand the entries.  Both Percy 
and Sallie say "8," but I have photos and other physical evidence 
that both graduated from high school in Bates County, Missouri.  
In fact, Grandma should have the "C" designation, as she went on 
to Warrensburg Normal School.  Another mystery…and evidence 
that any record can contain errors.  The form states that Mary 
completed grade 6.   
 
A question asks if the person was at work for pay during the week 
of March 24 - 30.  Percy was.  It then asks, if not, if he was 
assigned to public emergency work, such as WPA, NYA, CCC, 
etc.  We certainly see signs of the times in census forms.  And, we 
learn….  I did not know what "NYA" was…."The National Youth 
Administration was a New Deal agency sponsored by the 
Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt that focused on providing 
work and education for Americans between the ages of 16 and 25.  
It was founded in 1935." 
 
Military Service choices were "World War" (there having been 
just one to date), "Spanish-American War," "Philippine 
Insurrection," "Boxer Rebellion," peace-time service in any 
branch, or "other war or expedition."          Sallie and Percy Moore     c. 1942  
 
For "OCCUPATION" "Trade, profession or particular kind of work," that familiar "spinner" is now "frame 
spinner," along with "salesman, laborer, rivet heater, and music teacher."  The next category is "INDUSTRY," 
with "cotton mill, retail grocery, farm, shipyard, public school."   Grandpa is listed as "grocery clerk for a Retail 
grocery" and was a paid worker.   His income for 1939 was $1340.  From my notes, I know that he worked at 
both Piggly-Wiggly and Golden Rule Grocery and Market.   
 
Apparently, Grandma's vote helped Mr. Ward, as he is shown as the El Paso County Treasurer.  One man was a 
truck driver for the WPA, and another was a mattress cleaner. 
 
There are other categories on all the forms, but enough is enough!  
 
The 1940 census is on the next page with the Moore family starred and circled near the bottom.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



The next document that Cousin John 
sent was the Marriage Record Report 
for Sallie and Percy.   
 
As per my records, it shows them 
marrying on October 6, 1929.  Since 
neither has had a birthday between 
their wedding and the census, their 
ages should match on both documents, 
but, of course not, hence the point of 
this story.  
 
Grandpa's is fine, both stating he was 
49, but Grandma seemed to be 35 in 
the census and 36 on the marriage 
record, putting her born in 1893.    
Good grief! 
 
 

The document states that the marriage took place in Denver.  The photo shown on page 9 has the family at 
Willard's house, Sallie's brother.  I thought Uncle Willard lived in Colorado Springs, but apparently he lived in 
Denver.  I assume the wedding was held at the house.  I know Willard lived in Denver when we visited him in a 
small apartment in 1950 or so.  Of interest, is that the third Holwell sibling, Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., 
officiated.  I do know that great-Uncle Raymond was a minister, among other careers.   
 
Now to the final document 
that Cousin John Hendee 
sent from Ancestry.com, 
Sallie's Social Security 
Death Index.  This lists her 
birth year as 1891.  John 
considers this document to 
have the most validity.   
 
One more possible source 
of information is the trusty 
family Bible, of which I 
have several.  Someday I 
will process that bin of 
Bibles and see what secrets 
they hold.  If Sallie's name 
and birthday are entered, this story will then get an addendum.  
 
To answer the question in the story title, "When Was Grandma Born?"--I don't know!  But, I sure have had fun with all 
this and will be alert to any additional clues.   
 
To summarize:   
 
 1891     according to Sallie's mother (Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell); 1900 census; 1940   
  census; Social Security Death Index  
 1892 according to Sallie's father, grandmother, uncle and aunt  
 1893 1910 census; 1920 census; Marriage Record Report 
 1894 1930 census  



We already had a mystery, and now with Cousin John providing startling new information, it grew significantly 
larger.    
 
And so ends this tale, unresolved, but intriguing, and perhaps with unknown elements of human intentions, as 
John suggested.  I will never know why Grandma provided erroneous and varying ages for some of these 
documents…and I don’t even know for which ones!   
 
Since this story contains photos of everyone else 
involved, it is only fitting to include the major 
contributor to this account. John and Anita came 
through Manteca in 2013.  We had a nice dinner out, 
and they came over from their motel for breakfast, 
shown here.  I then visited them overnight in their lovely 
home in Sun City West---such gracious hosts!  I do 
enjoy our ongoing email communications!   
 
       
                  

             Cynthia with Anita and John Hendee  

 
 
 

 

THE  CENSUS  TAKER 

 

It was the first day of census, and all through the land; 

The pollster was ready, a black book in hand. 

 

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

 

A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up through the air. 

 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

And wisps of brown hair she tucked back into place. 

 

She gave him some water, as they sat at the table; 

And she answered his questions -- the best she was able. 

 

He asked of her children. Yes, she had quite a few; 

The oldest was twenty, the youngest not two. 

 

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 

His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed. 

 

She noted each person who lived there with pride; 

And she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside. 

 

He noted the sex, the color, the age; 

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 

 



At the number of children, she nodded her head; 

And saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 

 

The places of birth she "never forgot"; 

Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon -- or not? 

 

They came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 

But she wasn't quite sure just how long they'd been here. 

 

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 

They could read some, and write some, though really not much. 

 

When the questions were answered, his job there was done; 

So he mounted his horse and rode toward the sun. 

 

We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear; 

"May God bless you all for another ten years." 

 

Now picture a time warp -- it's now you and me; 

As we search for the people on our own family tree. 

 

We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 

As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 

 

Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 

That the entries they made would affect us this way? 

 

If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning we feel; 

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real. 

 

We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 

Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart. 

 

         ~~~Darlene Stevens 

 

 

 
 
 

      1920           1930        1940  
 



Addendum 
November 7, 2019 

 
Since writing the above story, 
three more items have surfaced 
that add to this intriguing puzzle 
of just when Grandma was born.   
 
One is of particular interest---
"Affidavit of Birth," a document 
written and signed 55 years after 
the year Grandma's mother (my 
great-grandmother) affirms Sallie 
was born.   
 
It reads:   
 
I, the undersigned, Mary Louisa 
Holwell, now residing at 1423 
West Colorado Ave., Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, do hereby 
make affidavit that Sallie Marie 
Holwell Moore, is my daughter, 
and that she was born near the 
town of Butler, County of Bates, 
State of Missouri, U.S.A., on the 
twenty second of May, in the year 
of Our Lord One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Ninety One [May 
22--1891].   
 
Her father, Robert Emmett 
Holwell, deceased at Adrian, 
Missouri December 5, 1926.  
 
Signed Mary Louisa Holwell  
        Her Mother  
 
Signed and sworn to before me at 
Colorado Springs, state of 
Colorado, this the 10th day of 
December, 1942.  
 
         Helene Sheehan 
           Notary Public  
My commission expires - Aug - 18 - 1946.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Helene Sheehan's name shows up online:  
 
She was born in Colorado Springs, sharing a birthday with Sallie, May 22, born 5 years later (using Mary's birth 
year).   

HELENE SHEEHAN   524-40-4015 May 22, 1896 October 1, 1982 86 years 

80942 
(Colorado 
Springs, El 
Paso County) 

 
She is also in the Colorado College Annual Catalogue as a freshman in 1916 and a sophomore in 1917, with the 
middle name of Catharine and living at 712 N. Spruce St.  
 
This is the original of the affidavit, as it has a raised seal of the notary public 
in the lower left corner.   
 
Back to Grandma…   Well, we knew from Grandma's statement before what 
Mary thought of the year her daughter was born (1891), opposed by her 
husband (1892).  So this affirms what Grandma had written and told me.  
 
It is nice to have this signature of Mary as a sample of her own handwriting, 
an aspect of family history emphasized in my genealogy class.  
 
On the upper back right, Grandma twice wrote, "Sallie Moores birth 
certificate." 
 
So what was going on in Grandma's life in 1942 that she needed her mother to provide what was, in essence, a 
birth certificate?  The lament of every family historian---to wish for an hour back with those who came 
before… 
 
Clearly, something was happening, as the next document also raises a big "WHY?"   Here is another sort of 
affidavit, this one affirming the date of the marriage of Percy and Sallie.  It was done in May 1942, seven 
months prior to Mary's Affidavit of Birth.  
 
It reads:   
 
John A. McDougall         Anna E. Kennedy 
           Deputy                    Deputy 
                 Charles Ozias 
Myrtle Thomson      County Clerk and Recorder   Kathleen Leonard 
         Deputy                                            Deputy               

________________ 
 

                  County of El Paso 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

        
           May 18th, 1942  
 
   This is to certify that the marriage records of El Paso County show that on the 5th day of October, 1929 Percy 
L. Moore made application to marry Sallie Marie Holwell.   
 
    



At that time, he stated his age to be 42 and that of Sallie Marie Holwell to be 36.   
   The marriage was performed on the 6th day of October, 1929 by Raymond V. Holwell, Clergyman of Denver, 
in the presence of Mary L. D. Holwell and Laura Louise Moore.  
 
          Kathleen Leonard 
          Deputy County Clerk  

______________________ 
 
The El Paso County seal is on the left.   
 
Raymond was Sallie's beloved brother.  
 
To bring the "County Clerk and Recorder" a little to life, the 1940 census shows that "Charles Ozias was born 
about 1881.  In 1940, he was 59 years old and lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado, with his wife, Farrnie."   
 
As to how this document fits in with the mystery of Grandma's birth year, well, it sure does.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note where it states that Percy gave his prospective bride's age as "36."  That is crossed out and overwritten as 
"38."   This is Sallie's writing.  



Percy's reported declaration would have made Sallie born in 1893, one of the years submitted in the first pages 
of this story.   By Sallie changing her age at marriage to 38, this put her back to 1891 as her birth year.  
 
OK, so what is going on?  Beats me!  Did Percy go by himself to the county clerk's office and Sallie didn’t 
know what age he provided?  Had she misled Percy prior to their marriage?  If so, why?  Was she surprised to 
see this age on the document in 1942?  Or, did she know that was what he believed, but now had to come clean 
---for whatever reason?   Did Percy know she changed the document?    
 
Since there apparently needed to be some record in 1942 of Sallie's birth, one would surmise that her changing 
this document was done so as to match Mary's Affidavit of Birth and/or her belief of 1891 as her birth year.    
 
And finally, at least for now, here is the bottom of page three of four pages written by Sallie on the families' 
vitals and other Holwell and Moore information.  At the very bottom, in her own handwriting, reads, "Sallie 
Holwell Moore born near Butler, Mo. May 22 1892."   Written over the "2" is a "1," reinforced with "1891" 
written beside it, also in Sallie's handwriting.  
 
I don't know exactly when Grandma wrote this, but it was in response to questions I had asked her.  It was 
written around 1972.   So it seems even then that she was saying she had been born in 1892.  Was this a kind of 
automatic response that she immediately changed to "1891?"   Since she likely sent the letter promptly off to 
me, it seems the change would have been made quite soon.   
 
 

I wonder if more documents will turn up involving this puzzle of the year of Grandma's birth.  It has been pretty 
amazing how many there are to date for a fun, ongoing project.  
 

 

 

"Whoever said, 'Seek and ye shall find,'  

was not a genealogist." 


