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Willard Henry Holwell was my great-uncle.  He was Mother's uncle and the brother 
of Minnie, Sallie, and Raymond Holwell.  Minnie was my birth grandmother, and 
Sallie was my great-aunt and step grandmother.  
 
Willard was born in Bates County, Missouri and moved to 
Colorado around age 26.  I did not know him well, just remember 
visiting him in a small apartment in Denver.  
 
Grandma, in her normal fashion, saved documents pertaining to the 
death of her brother.   
 

   Willard Henry Holwell  

   ready for World War I….       and with Sallie   1918 
 
First, a touching item…     Below is the last birthday card that Uncle Willard sent to his sister, 
Sallie, as she noted on the back.  Grandma was known by many as "Sam."  Mother (Laura 
Louise Moore Hendee) said it was because Uncle Willard, as a young child, could not 
pronounce "Sallie."  Mother called her "Aunt Sam" all her life, even after she became her 
stepmother.   

 
 
 

 
 

Here is the funeral program  
 



His obituary is below with the transcription following.  This is as it was originally typed and then printed in the 
Butler, Missouri newspaper.   I am pretty sure Willard's brother, Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., typed this.   
 

 
 
 

 
Willard H. Holwell, a former Bates County (Missouri) resident, died in the Veterans’ Administration Hospital 
(Fort Logan) near Denver, Colorado, Saturday, August 4, 1951. He was the son of Robert E. Holwell and Mary 
L. Holwell of the Adrian vicinity.  Both parents preceded him in death several years ago.  
 
Mr. Holwell was a veteran of World War I.  Shortly after the close of World War I, 1920, he moved to Colorado 
Springs to make his home, where he was employed for many years with the El Paso lumber company of that 
city.  During World War II he moved to Denver, Colorado where he was employed with the Remington Arms 
Company for the duration of the war.  After the war he was employed as city salesman for the Oregon Lumber 
Company of Denver until stricken with a heart ailment which later proved fatal.   



His illness lasted over a period of five years during which time he received treatment in various army hospitals, 
including Hot Springs Sanitarium of S. D.; Fitzsimons Hospital of Denver; and Veterans’ Hospital of Fort 
Logan but his malady seemed to gradually weaken him as time passed.  
 
Mr. Holwell was married to Mary C. Coyle of Denver, Colorado in 1944, who survives him.   
 
He was a member of the United Brethren Church and several veterans’ organizations.  
 
He leaves to morn his passing his widow, Mary C. Holwell of Denver; a son Robert C. Holwell, of Colorado 
Springs; five grandchildren; a sister, Mrs. P. L. Moore, of Denver; a brother, Raymond V. Holwell, of 
Creighton, Mo.; a niece, Mrs. F. C. Hendee, of Denver; two nephews, Raymond V. Holwell, Jr., of Denver and 
Robert E. of Salt Lake City, and many friends.  
 
Funeral services were held at the Capitol Funeral Home in Denver, August 7 and interment was made in 
Fairmount cemetery of that city. 

---------------------------- 
This document was written by Mother showing four of 
our relatives buried here.  I was unable to find a picture 
of Uncle Willard's tombstone, though I did create a Find-
A-Grave site based on this information.  His memorial 
number is 121632961 where pictures of Willard and 
family can be viewed.  
 
Fairmount looks like a lovely cemetery from online 
pictures and information.  Here are some photos from 
their website, three pertaining to Uncle Willard's service 
to his country in World War I.  
 
Old Garden Roses 

With one of the largest 
collections of Old Garden 
Roses in North America, 
Fairmount boasts at least 
300 antique rose bushes and 
60 varieties. 

Garden of Honor 

This Fairmount 
resting place is 
reserved for 
honorably 
discharged veterans.   

Fitzsimmons Block      This veterans’ memorial contains plaques honoring the men 
and women who valiantly served our country in various wars. Fairmount interred 
many veterans prior to the opening of the Ft. Logan National Cemetery. 



Lowry Post 

Wander Fairmount’s military tribute section and discover the gravesites of 
Francis Brown Lowry and members of his WWI battalion. 

Following are pictures of Uncle Willard:  

 Deer Creek Chapel  
Sunday School   1908 

  
 
    
                  with his sister, Minnie,  
                at Sunday School  1912 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               with his cousin, John Holwell  
                               (Mayme's brother)   c. 1914 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

      with first wife, Versa….                      …and with Versa, Melvin Holloway, Sallie (his sister), Lora Holloway   
               Melvin and Lora are Versa's siblings.    1918 



with his 2 remaining siblings, Sallie and Raymond, and with their mother,  
Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, at wedding of Sallie and Percy,  

Laura Louise in middle     October 6, 1929 
         

 
   
Kansas City  

1946                     1942 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        with his great-nieces, 
        Cynthia and Linda    

       1948 and 1950 in Denver  

 
 
 

 
 
 


